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8 Day Small Group Tour 
Starting from $795* 


Visit the sites of Casablanca, wander through Fez, 
explore exotic Marrakech and more on this small 
group adventure tour. 
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e Ask questions 
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e Start classes in January 
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Health Education Centre 
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Parkland Institute conference keynote Tariq Ali on the Taliban, 
Afghanistan and the realities of Barack Obama. 
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HARRIS / scatt@vueweekly.com 

were a couple of jarring images delivered to me last week on an 
otherwise predictable Thursday. The first was seeing outgoing Alberta 
Liberal Leader Kevin Taft uncharacteristically clad in a black stetson 
d a bolo tie. The second was the image in my mind's eye of spending a life- 
© answering questions from incredulous out-of-town friends asking me if it 
ps actually true that the rodeo is Alberta’s official sport. 

It's a mental image that just might become frightening reality if the legislature 

a private members bill Taft announced he will introduce on November 24. 
surprising as it may be, to Taft's credit the idea seems to come from a legiti- 
ate love for the rodeo. “Rodeo is a reflection of the heart, soul and history of 
. And it’s a heck of a lot of fun, too,” Taft said in the legislature. “As a rodeo 
from way back, I think it’s well past time that we give rodeo its due.” 

As heartfelt as the notion appears to be, it’s a terrible idea, even setting 
ide the hyperbole contained in Taft’s statement. 

| First off, if Albertans actually felt the need to have something as odd as an 
‘ficial sport, one would assume a pastime which more than a handful of 
lbertans actually participate in might be more appropriate, Whab rodeos mean 
) most Albertans today are once-a-year corporate spectacles in which over- 
aid rodeo professionals on a continental circuit make their way into town to 
ve office workers an excuse to wear jeans instead of slacks for a week. 

But the biggest reason to reject the idea is, despite official claims of rodeos under- 
ing concem for animal welfare, there should be no place in a modem province for a 
yort that subjects animals to physical harm and mistreatment for entertainment. 
mile rodeos may follow the letter of our weak animal protection laws, few honest 
2ople would 'deny that roping an animal running at full speed, flipping them in the 
rand tying their legs together could be considered anything but gross mistreatment. 
ven some rodeos are beginning to ban certain events—including calf-roping, team- 
»ping and steer wrestling—which still take place at Alberta rodeos. 

The only bright light is that private members bills rarely see the light of day in 
Iberta. Let’s hope for once that the Conservatives stick to their usual record. w 
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TIMETO GET OVER ARTS CUTS 


Steven Sandor seems to be a pretty cool 
guy. But as a musician, | am stil/ not los- 
ing sleep over-the “cuts” ("The money 
vs the music: round 2,” Nov 6 - Nov 12, 
2008). Can't we all finally get past the 
whole “evil Conservatives” are cutting 
funding rhetoric?” Life is hard and 
brutish enough without being reminded 
of the horrific art cuts of 2008! 

In fact, federal arts funding and 
grants, along with AFA, have increased. 
If we really cared about the musicians 
starting out, the clubs would have to 
pay original musicians more than $0.25 
for filling half the club. Musicians can 
put that form of “increased funding” 
toward recording. This would make it so 
all bands that want to work hard and 
write great music are able to be heard. 
Bands also won't be left out in the cold 
by biased and selective arts councils. 

Besides that, we cannot blame the 
federal government because people 
record their demos on their computers 
and not in studios. If you need the feder- 
al government's funding to make art, 
you're a liar, not an artist. Arts funding is 
called a day job. Everyone is in a band. 
Everyone has a free MySpace page. 
Artists should be compensated for their 


VUEPOINT 


I GUESS I SHOULD 


Stick to the 


Drive Theu- Window... 


work by people who pay for their service 
and the clubs who take the money from 
those people. Being an artist is about 
rebelling against pragmatic governments 
anyway, man! | would rather keep the 
government biases out of my rock ‘n’ roll 
music; we might start having to actually 
pay taxes on shows we play. 

The election has been over for a 
month and this is still the biggest politi- 
cal issue that people seem to have; not 
the declining economy or healthcare, 
but a muddy truth about Harper's will to 
destroy artists! : 
JAMES VAUGHAN 


FALLOUT BOY 


Dude, that’s funny as hell (“The master- 


piece of Fallout 3,” Nov 6 - Nov 12, 2008). _ 


|'m sitting here at work and all I'm think- 
ing about is getting back into the Fallout 
3 wastelands, | just killed the ant queen 
and it was a tough mission. And it was 
only a side quest! I'm with ya in calling 


this the game of the decade! | can’t wait 
to get out of work to go play. | think | even 
dreamt about it last night! Rock on. | just 
had to share my joy as well. 

ERIC ALBENZE 


SAVE SOME CASH, LEAVE THE WIRES 


As city council grapples with a proposed 
tax increase in the double digits, there is 
one bit of unnecessary spending in the 
budget that has been overlooked so far. 
City administration is proposing to spend 
$4 million in 2009, and $11 million over 
the next few years to dismantle the trol- 
leybus wires. While city council has 
approved the phase-out of trolley service, 
there is no pressing need to take down 
the wires, as they pose no imminent dan- 
ger of falling down. Indeed, wires in the 
Highlands have been left up for 11 years 
since trolley service was ended in 1997, 
with no liability risk to the city. For city 
council to spend this much money on an 
unneeded project, when it is being pro- 
posed to not open two completely built 
LRT stations to save money is foolish. 
MICHAEL MARRIOTT 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail ue Weekly, 10303 - 
108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 


Weekly. We reserve.the right to edit for 


length and clarity. 


MALCOLM AZANIA / malcoim@vueweekly,com 


s the story goes, the Rolling 
& Stones wrote their classic 
Asong of rebellion, “Street 


‘Fighting Man,” to honour the interna- 

tionally renowned radical activist, 
author and atheist Tariq Ali after 
Mick Jagger saw him speak at a 1968 
anti-war rally at the US embassy in 
London. 

Born in Lahore, Pakistan, Ali has 
lived in exile since the 1960s in opposi- 
tion to Pakistan's then-military dicta- 
torship. A longtime editor at the New 
Left Review, Tariq Ali has authored and 
edited numerous books on history and 
politics, including the classic The New 
Revolutionaries and more recently The 
Clash of Fundamentalisms, which 
investigates US power and its role in 
the creation of global terrorism. 

A novelist, Ali has published four 
books of his “Islamic Quintet” which 

- portray Islamic civilization counter to 
western orthodoxy, and the first two 
volumes in his “Fall of Communism” 
trilogy. Tariq Ali has also written 
Stage- and screenplays, and is cur- 
rently writing an opera about the late 
lranian Ayatollah Khomeini. His most 
recent book is The Duel: Pakistan on 
the Flight of American Power. 

Ali will deliver the closing keynote 
at the Parkland Institute’s annual fall 
conference, The Moral of the Story, on 
Sunday, November 16 (2:45 pm), 
speaking on western diversity and 
freedom of expression following the 
demise of the USSR, and how the 
market became supreme. 

Tariq Ali spoke with Vue Weekly by 
telephone from his home in England a 
week before the recent American elec- 
tion. Here is some of what he had to 
say on Afghanistan, US hypocrisy and 
what the Obama presidency might 
mean. 


VUE WEEKLY: Some say recent US 
airstrikes in Pakistan will quicken the 
rise of Pakistan's Taliban to state 
power. Will they? 

TanlO ALI: [The imminent fall of Pakistan] 
has been the standard view of many 
mainstream western journalists for five 
or six years now. And it’s completely 
misguided. | think the big problem in 
Pakistan is not the danger of Taliban- 
ization. These people who are pro-Tal- 
iban are a tiny minority. The real 
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problem is the social break-up of the 
country as a result of incredibly diffi- 
cult living conditions for the people. 
The notion that a group of Taliban or 
pro-Taliban or jihadi terrorists ... have 
the capacity to take Pakistan’s nuclear 
facilities in a country where the mili- 
tary is half-a-million strong is mind- 
boggling. It can’t happen. 


VW: What effects are these attacks by 
the US having in Pakistan? 

TA: [These attacks] are increasing Pash- 
tun nationalism because [the strike 
zones] are the areas inhabited by Pash- 
tuns. The second impact of this is 
inside the army, where it’s creating a 
great deal of anger amongst junior offi- 
cers and ordinary soldiers who feel that 
they are being made to do the dirty 
work of the United States in Pakistan, 
instead of defending their country. 

There is a danger if this carries on 
and isn’t brought under control by the 
new US administration after January, 
then you could have a destabilizing 
impact inside Pakistan itself. 

1 don't think India has a problem 
[from such destabilization], but I think 
the real problem will be inside Pak- 
istan where living conditions will get 
worse. 

As far as Afghanistan is concerned, 
this country is already in a mess. It's 
occupied by the NATO powers, the 
United States principally, but Canada 
has troops there ... and all the reports 
coming out of Afghanistan from all 
sides indicate that this is a war that 
has gone badly wrong, that NATO has 
killed too many innocents in its 
bombing attacks, that the regime in 
Kabul is isolated and its reach does 
not really extend beyond Kabul, and 
that senior people inside the govern- 
ment [and] army are sympathetic to 
the neo-Taliban, the group that has 


re-formed itself with lots more sup-. 


port since the NATO occupation, 
which is why the United States and 
NATO are talking in secret negotia- 
tions with the Taliban, and why their 
puppet in Kabul, [President Hamid] 
Karzai, is constantly pleading with the 
Taliban to join his government. 

VW: How does the Canadian military 
occupation affect Afghanistan? 

TA: To be perfectly frank with you, if 
you questioned most people in 
Afghanistan, they would say they 
don’t see too much difference 
between the United States and Cana- 
da any longer. They feel [the same 
Way] even about many Europeans— 
that they just do what the Americans 
tell them to do. 

The last Canadian prime minister 
who tried to strike out an independent 
position for Canada was Pierre 
Trudeau. Since that time, things have 
got worse. Though after 9/11, Chré- 
tien wasn’t as much of a Washington 
stooge as Tony Blair ... basically there 
was very little opposition from the 
Canadian political establishment to 
what was going on. 

And you know, it’s now ironic that 
Stella Rimington, the former head of 
British intelligence, said that she 
thought it was a big mistake to over- 
exaggerate the impact of 9/11; she 
said it was a terrorist attack, nothing 
more than that, and that the “War on 
Terror” was a misguided notion. And 
these are some of the things that peo- 


ple like me were saying at the time, 
and we were denounced for this. But 
this is now common sense, certainly 
inside sections of the European intel- 
ligence community. 

For Canada to show its loyalty to 
the United States by sending troops 
to Afghanistan in the big crisis after 
9/11 is’one thing. For it to keep its 
troops there once it became clear 
that these groups had no role what- 
soever in finding Osama bin Laden, 
and basically were involved in occu- 
pying a country thousands and thou- 
sands of miles away, is something 
else. And if it ends up with the Tal- 
iban joining—or forming—the gov- 
ernment in Kabul supported by the 
United States, then the irony will truly 
be beyond imagination, because it 
will show how far things have 
moved. Will Canada and these other 
European countries who support the 
United States then carry on doing so? 

[Occupying powers] who created 
the problem, whose presence is 
exacerbating the problem, are not in 
a position to solve it because what 
the occupation of a country does is 
disrupt its Organic development as a 
nation or a state. There should be an 
immediate withdrawal of all foreign 
troops both from Afghanistan and 
Iraq. That these countries will need 
some help is obvious. But this help 
should come from their neighbours. 
That is how and why the exit strategy 
needs to be organized 


time is right for a palace revolution 


Renowned author and activist Tariq Ali comes to town to 


VW: What western attitudes do you 
think help justify the illegal US-ut 
war in Iraq? 
TA: Just think about it: over a million 
Iraqis have died, there are two-and-a- 
half million refugees. The social infra- 
Structure of the country has been 
destroyed, there are unrecorded 
deaths beyond the millions, the condi 
tion of children is miserable and 
appalling—this happened as a result 
of the invasion and occupation o! 
Iraq. If there were no double stan- 
dards in this world, Bush and Blair 
and the other leaders who went tc 
war really would be tried as war crim- 
inals, because these are crimes. But it 
will never happen, because it’s the 
West that determines the rules, and 
it’s the West who sets up the court. 
Milosevic of Serbia was tried for 
the events in Kosovo where the fig- 
ures of death, appalling though they 
are, are at most, two-and-a-half thou- 
sand. How does that compare with 
what happens in Iraq? So it’s one law 
for a government which is not friendly 
with the US, and totally different laws 
for when the West goes in and does 
the business itself. And the same can 
be said for Afghanistan. The fact is 
that the deaths of Iraqis or Afghans or 
Pashtuns don’t matter in the Western 
world, by and large-for most people 


~ because they think that western lives 


are somehow superior. 
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VID EGGEN / friendsofmedicare.ab.ca 
Host Canadians have known for some 


ith healthcare policy in this country, 
d now there is plenty of evidence to 
infirm our suspicions. A groundbreak- 
g report released October 6 by the 
lanadian Health Coalition lays it on the 
ne: without a serious commitment to 
engthening and expanding our public 
hedicare system most Canadians will 
le paying more, waiting longer and get- 
ing a whole lot less. 

, The findings of the study, Eroding 

‘ublic Medicare: Lessons and Conse- 
'uences of For-Profit Health Care Across 
“anada, speak for themselves: 

© The report documents 89 suspect- 

d violations of the Canada Health Act 
} five provinces, where clinics told the 
searchers they would sell queue- 
imping for fees or user charges that 
re unaffordable for most people. 

© Many clinics sell unnecessary pro- 
‘edures and tests to those “customers” 
vho can afford cash payments that 
ange into the thousands of dollars. 

® In regions with a high density of for- 
rofit clinics there is evidence of higher 
vait times as money and staff are taken 
vut of the public healthcare system. 

Evidence of higher costs in profit- 
eeking clinics was found. 

An example of this trend has arrived in 
\lberta, in the form of the for-profit Cope- 
nan Health Centre recently opened in Cal- 
jary. To be sure, Don Copeman, the 
ounder and CEO, has developed an inter- 
ssting concept for a clinic: he puts doc- 
ors, nurses, nutritionists, fitness experts, 
ysychologists and other healthcare practi- 
ioners under one roof to provide patients 
vith preventative health care, diagnosis, 
idvice and support. What a great idea! 

The only problem with this innovative 
ipproach is that he charges $4000 just 

0 join his “club” and $250 a month 
ifter that. In addition, the clinics will 
2xtra bill and make claims to Alberta 
4ealth and Wellness for medically nec- 
2ssary services to boot. To give you an 
dea of the amounts we're talking about 
here, each doctor the centres will bring 
jn an estimated $1.5 million per year in 
jaddition to the revenues the clinic 
eceives from Medicare. 

So how do the Copeman Health Cen- 
cres stack up to the first three princi- 
ales—comprehensiveness, universality 
and accessibility—of the Canada Health 
Act? Not very well. 

1. Comprehensive coverage of all 
medically required services: if the clinics 
are charging $4000 to join plus an addi- 
tional $2900 in annual fees, is that in 
the spirit of comprehensive coverage? 

2. Universal coverage for Canadians 
regardless of income: how many of you 
reading this column now could afford to 


me that something serious was wrong- 


pay Copeman’s fees to walk through the 
door of one of his boutique clinics? 

3. Healthcare must be accessible to 
all residents, uninhibited by user fees: 
obviously this isn’t the case at the Cope- 
man Health Centre. 

Ata recent Friends of Medicare news 
conference on the issue, Mr Copeman 
decided to show up—with his lawyer in 
tow, of course—and wanted to have a 
debate on the issue, right then and 
there, in front of at least 20 media and 
50 angry Medicare supporters. Fighting 
back tears, Copeman crashed the news 
conference and told the cameras that he 
just wanted to set up a clinic to help his 
family, to make things better. He told 
the assembled media that he was a 
friend of medicare too, and had a sign in 
his clinic's window to that effect. 

However, on that same day, it was 
revealed that the doctors at this new 
clinic shut down their public practices in 
Calgary and told their patients if they 
wanted to keep seeing them, they could 
sign up with the Copeman clinic. In his 
Vancouver clinic patients without the 
money to pay are simply not served. 


THE CANADIAN Health Coalition study 
shoots a big hole into the mythology of 
“choice” and “taking pressure off the public 
system” that private medicine advocates 
like Copeman go on about. How many of us 
can “choose” to pay $13 000 to $20 000 for 
knee Surgery? Or $250 a month just to 
“retain” the services of doctor? Private pro- 
cedures and private insurance simply cost 
too much for most Alberta families to afford. 
Why is there a demonstrable 
increase in wait times in areas where 
there are concentrations of for-profit 
clinics in operation? The answer is sim- 
ple: these clinics are siphoning scarce 
personnel from local hospitals and the 
public healthcare system to staff their 
clinics, exacerbating already severe 
shortages in the public system. 
Canadians know they are better off 
with public healthcare, and those who 
seek to dismantle the system know they 
face an uphill battle to convince us other- 
wise. Public healthcare covers everyone, 
no one has to worry about whether they 


Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations 
‘7 comment on curront events and broader issues 
‘of importance to the community, Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 
‘they represent or of Vie Heekiy. 


nforce the law, that’s your job 


rovincial, federal health ministers can no longer 
rn a blind eye to violations of Canada Health Act 


can afford the care they need. It's a tough 
sell for private clinics to convince us that 
we should pay more—a lot more—when 
most of us will just end up with less.  ~ 

Medicare was established in the first 
place because for-profit health costs 
were spiralling out of control. It was, 
and still is, the most cost effective way 
to deliver health care. Canadians should 
be proud that we led the way interna- 
tionally in developing a public health 
model that is universally recognized as 
both efficient and socially responsible. 

Certainly we need to revise and 
expand our public healthcare system to 
make it better, but both the Canadian 
Health Coalition report and good old- 
fashioned common sense tells us that 
two-tier, for-profit healthcare is hardly 
the best way to go. For-profit clinics rep- 
resent an increasing and serious threat 
to Albertans’ health and pocketbook, and 
it’s time for citizens to start demanding 
that our provincial and federal govern- 
ments act to protect our public system, 
enforce the spirit and letter of the law 
and save us all money by standing up to 
for-profit health entrepreneurs. That's 
why, now that these suspected violations 
have been brought to light, Friends of 
Medicare is calling on both the provincial 
Minister of Health and Wellness Ron 
Liepert, as well as the newly appointed 
federal Minister of Health Leona 
Aglukkag to do something about it. 

Recent events in the world’s financial 
sector are an obvious reminder that the 
absence of regulation and enforcement 
leads to instability and gross inefficiency. 
It's a. game we simply cannot afford to play 
with our public healthcare system. We 
fought hard for a Medicare system where 
everyone is covered and no one goes broke 
paying for hospital bills. Let's get down to 
the business of making Medicare stronger, 
starting by enforcing the rules set out by 
provincial and federal law. w 


David Eggen is the executive director of 
Friends of Medicare, a provincial coali- 
tion of individuals and organizations 
whose object is to raise public aware- 
ness on concerns related to Medicare in 
Alberta and Canada. 


Engaging minds — 


Inaugural Festival of Ideas examines 
fear and happiness in the modern world 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

Imost every festival can lay 
Az to being about ideas. 

Certainly creative events like 
LitFest, our handful of film festivals, 
the Works, the Fringe, and even 
musical extravaganzas like the 
Edmonton Folk Fest have plenty to 
fill willing minds, while interdiscipli- 


nary fests like Exposure also offer © 


content that inspires thought. Yet 
most public cultural celebrations 
downplay their intellectual sides, 
playing into the old saw that thinking 
is hard work, anathema to entertain- 
ment, death at the box office. 
Posters, websites, and marketing 
managers and festival directors reas- 
sure us that their festival fare is 
unthreateningly enjoyable and 
geared for the broadest of audiences, 
punctuated by tasty snacks. 

Evidence is mounting, however, 
that the public is actually hungering 
for thought and meaning. There may 
be a profusion of dumbass-ness, 
from moronic “reality” shows to 
ridiculous techno-geegaws on social 
networking sites, but there’s also a 
push towards popular intellectual- 
ism: several TED talks have become 
viral online, on topics from social 
learning of crows to the neuro- 
science of cognition related by a 
brain researcher through her visceral 
experience of enduring a stroke. Sci- 
entific American is packaging cruises 
for tourists who want a little Big 
Bang action with a stop-over in 
Aruba. Bloggingheads.tv is showcas- 
ing discussions conducted over web- 
cam between activists, politicos, 
scientists, writers and other thinky- 
think types coming from different 
perspectives. 

Of course, these are interactions 
with ideas that are somewhat dislo- 
cated from the minds generating 
them, either dispersed across the fog 
of the web or when pegged toa 
place, yoked to New York or another 
massive metropolitan centre of 
learning and culture. Even the most 
responsive interactive site or real- 
time webcast is a much different 
experience than being able to 
engage and participate in a more tra- 
ditionally human way, in the 
embrace of your local community. 

It’s this context—a spirit of 
engagement—that the founders and 
builders of the Festival of Ideas 
had in mind when they were bring- 
ing it into being. 

"The festival is designed to be a 
gift from the University to the city of 
Edmonton,” declares Miki Andreje- 
vic, director of the inaugural Festival 
of Ideas. “I am talking about the city 
and the people in it. The city itself is 
our partner for the first event.” 


WHAT A GlFT—andrejevic and his 
advisory board and organizers put 
together a four-day program that 
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ranges across disciplines and 
streams of knowledge, presenting 
everyone from biodiversity 
activist/scientist EO Wilson to 
author Salman Rushdie under an 
anchoring theme, Fear & Happiness 
In the Modern World. 

“A ‘Festival of Ideas’ could be all 
over the place. We felt we needed a 
place to start,” Andrejevic recalls. 
“We were talking about everything 
going on in the world, what deter- 
mines and drives our lives most 
now: fear and doom and gloom, the 
war on terrorism, but also how we 
were trying not to be controlled by 
that. Everyone’s longing for happi- 
ness. You watch commercials for 
food or hairy legs—no matter what 
it’s selling, commercials are about 
happiness. So we merged the two, 
and looked to define and address 
that fear and happiness that is so 
much a part of each other in the 
modern world.” 

In programming, they sought 
out diversity along with local and 
global relevance. Andrejevic 
points to the four leading thinkers 
in architecture and design the Fol 
is bringing in from Britain, Brazil 
and our own country to discuss 
the impacts of our urban environ- 
ments on our happiness, and cur- 
rents of thought addressing its 
challenges and issues. 

"We tried to be timely, and 
Edmonton is in a period of transition 
with architecture,” the director notes. 
“We brought together people with 
entirely different approaches.” 

The arts aren’t neglected, with 
film, literature and visual art all on 
offer and the first modern opera, 
Orfeo, datirig from 1607, will be per- 
formed on period instruments at the 
Citadel. The consequences of ideas 
will also be discussed, with guests 
such as peace activist James Loney 
and former child soldier Kabba 
Williams. 

No gilding; all lily—this is a festival 
dedicated to the public expression of 
the animating force of our culture: 
ideas, without pretense or dumbing- 
down. 

“Edmonton wants to be a part of 
the world,” Andrejevic insists. “And 
the exchange of ideas is vital for 
that. All cities can do better. All citi- 
zens can look at how to resist fear 
and make themselves happy—talk, 
interact, build trust. I am resisting to 
say ‘love’, but I'ma dreamer.” 
Andrejevic laughs. w j 
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President-elect Barack Obama has inherit- 
ed the inbox from hell, but you could practi- 
cally smell the fear in some other quarters 
as he listed his top priorities in his victory 
speech in Chicago: “two wars, a planet in 
peril, the worst financial crisis in a centu- 
ty.” There will be general rejoicing if he can 
end the wars and solve the financial crisis, 
but “a planet in peril” is shorthand for cli- 
mate change, and some people's oxen will 
be severely gored if he acts decisively on 
the global warming agenda. 

First off the mark with an attempt to 
limit the damage was Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper. The very day 
after the election, Harper proposed a joint 
US-Canada pact on climate change 
whose real purpose is to protect Canada’s 
“dirty oil.” That is the phrase Obama's 
advisers have used to describe oil import- 
ed from northern Alberta's huge tar sands 
region, which has a far higher cost in 
terms of the carbon dioxide emitted in its 
production than conventional oil. 

How much higher? That's practically a 
State secret, but unofficial estimates sug- 
Gest that separating Alberta's oil from the 
sand produces as much as three times 
more carbon dioxide than just pumping oil 
out of the ground in the old-fashioned 
way. The United States is the main mar- 
ket for that oil, and American legislators 
have already begun to target it as an easy 
way of cutting emissions without hurting 
American voters. 

Last year the US Congress passed a 
law banning federal government agen- 
cies from buying alternative fuels (ie oil 
from tar sands, oil shales or coal-to-oil 
projects) that have greater greenhouse 
gas emissions over their entire life- 
cycle than conventional fuel. California 
has passed regulations requiring fuel 
Suppliers to reduce the emissions from 
the fuel they sell—and to account for 
those emissions right back to the origi- 
nal production source. fi 

So far, not so bad. After all, the US gov- 
emment buys only two per cent of the oil 
Consumed in the United States, and Califor- 
nia has only one-sixth of America’s vehicles. 
But this could be just the entering wedge. 

A national ban on the import of uncon- 
ventional oil would be an attractive and 
politically cheap move for Obama, who 
needs to demonstrate his commitment to 
cut US greenhouse gas emissions but will 
be seriously short of money for big domes- 
tic projects until the recession ends. Tar 
Sands producers in Alberta are scared, and 
Prime Minister Harper is from Alberta. 

Harper's strategy is transparent. He 
wants a climate change pact with the 
United States in which Alberta's “dirty 
oil” is exempted from controls on the 
grounds that it contributes to that other 
American national goal, “energy inde- 
pendence.” (The subtext here is that 
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Canada is not really foreign, though of 
course he cannot put it quite that bluntly.) 
In return, he would negotiate a common 
cap-and-trade system in which American 
and Canadian users of fossil fuels would 
have to pay for their emissions. 


OBAMA'S RESPONSE to this offer will 
depend on where he is on the learning 
curve about climate change strategies. 
Does he realize that Alberta's oil is Amer- 
ica’s for as long as the United States 
wants it, deal or no deal? More impor- 
tantly, has he been seduced by the strate- 
gic myth about “energy independence?” 

Since the Arab oil embargo at the end 
of the 1973 war in the Middle East, 
“energy independence” has been a 
mantra in US domestic politics, although 
little progress has been made in reducing 
American dependence on imported oil. 
Insofar as this quest drives the United 
States to reduce energy consumption and 
to seek non-fossil fuel sources of energy, 
it serves the cause of cutting greenhouse 
gas emissions—but it also reflects a 
mindset that has led to a lot of really bad 
Strategic decisions. 

It is not 1973. Back then, the Arab oil 
exporters had relatively small populations 
with low economic expectations, and 
could easily forego their oi! income for a 
few months. Since then, populations have 
grown dramatically (threefold in Saudi 
Arabia) and their economic expectations 
have risen even faster. Today, there is no 
major oil producer that could afford a 
lengthy interruption in the cash flow from 
its exports. 

That means that the United States has 
no need either to kowtow to the oil- 
exporting countries or to control them 
militarily. It can buy all the oil it wants if 
it's willing to pay the going price on the 
world market—and all of its oil-related 
military adventures over the years have 
never resulted in a lowering of that price. 
(Why would American oil companies 
want a lower price?) 

Energy independence, properly under- 
stood, is about ending dependence on 
imported fossil fuels because they involve 
shipping huge amounts of money abroad, 
not because the supplies of fossil fuels are 
actually liable to be cut off. To the extent 
that the goal of energy independence 
encourages the growth of alternative ener- 
gy sources within the United States, it is a 
useful element in a strategy for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions—but not if it is 
used as a pretext to replace imported oil 
from allegedly unreliable sources with dirt- 
ier oil from a friendlier source. 

Stephen Harper is appealing to the 
stupid version of the energy independ- 
ence policy: maybe the Ay-rabs won't sell 
you their oil, but the Canadians always 
will. It will be instructive to see if Obama 
falls for it. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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international nurses recruited to Alberta frustrated 
over red tape required for licensing and registration 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vueweekly.com 


hile the labour shortage is a 
problem being felt across 
the entire healthcare sector, 


finding more nurses to fil] the vacan- 
cies in the system is clearly a priority 
for the province. On buses, in news- 
paper ads and on their website, the 
Alberta government's “Once a nurse, 
always a nurse” Campaign is trying to 
coax nurses who have left the field in 
the past five years to return 

The campaign also promises nurs- 
es educated outside of Alberta that 
he government is making it “easier 
th ever to have your credentials 
assessed and become registered,” a 
pledge which will undoubtably be met 
with some disbelief given the 
province's reputation when it comes 
to recognizing foreign nursing cre- 
dentials. 

‘CARNA [the College & Association 
of Registered Nurses of Alberta] right 
now has more than 1000 applications 
waiting from a provincial perspective, 
[and] we're starting to find that 
there’s about 40 per cent turnover,” 
explained Alberta Health Services- 
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Capital Health spokesperson Rob 
Stevenson. “That means four out of 
10 are saying, ‘This is taking too long 
to get licensed, It’s just not worth it. 
I'm just going to stay where I am or 
I'm going to look somewhere else 
where licensing is a little less strict.” 

Earlier this year, Capital Health 
went on.a mass recruitment drive in 
more than a dozen countries, includ- 
ing the United States, Australia, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore 
and India in an attempt to alleviate 
the shortage of nurses in the 
province 

With Registered Nurse (RN) licensure 
involving a more complex registration 
process that can take up to 18 months, 
compared to four to six months for 
Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN), it was 
decided that nurses who did not meet 
CARNA’s RN standards could be 
brought in to work as LPNs while work- 
ing towards meeting the necessary 
requirements to obtain RN licensure. 

More than 350 international nurses 
have arrived in the region this year, 
but there are already some who are 
upset with all the red tape they dis- 
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cover they have to go through to be 
granted the job status they had in 
their home country. 

One US-licensed nurse who asked 
to remain anonymous had been an 
RN in the Philippines but was hired as 
an LPN. Upon arrival in Alberta, she 
said she was shocked to discover that 
there were,various categories of nurs- 
es that did not exist in the Philippines, 
and which she wasn’t told about prior 
to coming to the province. 

“We signed a contract for an NA 
{nursing attendant] position so we 
thought [Capital Health] was doing us 
a big favour elevating us to LPNs,” she 
explains. “It wasn’t until we arrived 
hgre that we were able to know about 
the different options available. There 
aré student nurses who haven't grad- 
uated yet who are getting paid higher 
wages than [LPNs]!” 

While the differences in roles of 
LPNs and RNs have decreased over 
the years, with LPNs now providing 


more direct care, there remains a 
large wage disparity between the two. 
LPNs, who are unionized members of 
the Alberta Union of Provincial 
Employees (AUPE) have a starting 
minimum wage of $17.91 per hour, 
while registered and undergraduate 
nurses who belong to the United 
Nurses of Alberta (UNA) make a mini- 
mum of $30.80 and $23.13 per hour, 
respectively. 

A glance at the career opportunities 
page on Alberta Health Services-Capi- 
tal Health's website reveals that the 
mass recruitment of international 
nurses hasn’t resulted in relief to 
employers crying out for more RNS— 
on the day I checked there were 34 
LPN openings, but 185 RN vacancies. 

“tt certainly is true that we are lack- 
ing in RNs ,but it’s also equally true 
that we're lacking in both LPNs and 
NAs,” says Stevenson. “So when we 
go on our nursing recruiting drives, 
we're looking for anyone with nursing 
experience or background." 


IN ORDER TO BEGIN the process of 


obtaining RN licensure now that she 
is working in Alberta, the nurse I 
spoke with was told by CARNA, the 
licensing body for nurses in the 
province, that she would have to take 
a Substantially Equivalent Component 
(SEC) assessment. 

“1 found out that I had to take the 
SEC to become licensed] just last 
month. There are so many exams. 
How many do we have to take to 
become RNs?” asks the nurse, who 
only began working in the province a 
few months prior. 

She is baffled at the idea of having 
to take another lengthy and compre- 
hensive test to prove her qualifica- 
tions, even after she had passed the 
NCLEX-RN, an exam that candidates 
must pass in order to be granted RN 
licensure in the United States. 

“Preparing for the SEC is like prepar- 
ing for exams when you're a student 
[but CARNA] just showed us the site 
[that has the SEC outline] and told us 
to read through it without really giving 
us any study materials. We're not real- 
ly expecting to pass this exam.” 

The SEC is a minimum two-day 
examination consisting of written, oral 
and role-playing components that tests 
among many areas the “knowledge of 
[the] Canadian health-care system and 
current nursing practices” and “cultural 
competencies.” Although applicants 
can choose when to book an assess- 
ment, some decide to book themselves 
as soon as they can due to the lengthy 
process of obtaining licensure and the 
desire to receive better pay and to prac- 
tice under the job titles they trained for 
in their native countries. 

Another nurse I spoke with, who 
also asked that his name not be used, 
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said his brother had been practicing 
as an RN for three years in the UK 
prior to coming to Canada, but even 
with that experience he had difficul- 
ties when he attempted to pass the 
SEC assessment a few months ago. 

"He failed and now he has to take a 
refresher course at Grant MacEwan,” 
he says, hinting incredulity at the fact 
that foreign-trained nurses are expect- 
ed to know culture-specific items, such 
as Aboriginal case scenarios, which 
they are unlikely to be familiar with. 

CARNA President Margaret Hadley 
is unsure as to why there is little 
awareness amongst international 
nurses coming to the province about 
the SEC assessment, which was 
implemented under the Health Profes- 
sionals Act in 2006. She points out that 
“in-depth information” on the exam 
can be found on both the CARNA and 
Mount Royal College websites. 

Alberta is the only Canadian 
province in which international appli- 
cants must pass a SEC assessment to 
work as Graduate Nurses temporarily 
before they are allowed to write the 
Canadian Registered Nurse Examina- 
tion (CRNE). In other provinces, includ- 
ing British Columbia and 
Saskatchewan, international applicants 
are only required to pass the CRNE. 

While Hadley says that the SEC is not 
required for international applicants if 
their documents indicate their educa- 
tion and experience meet the standards 
set by CARNA, she admits that approxi- 
mately 50 per cent of international 
recruits looking to be recognized as 
RNs are asked to take the exam. As for 
the numbers of those who pass? 

“(The number of passers is hard to 
say] because those who fail may be 
asked to take a one-day medical 
workshop or they might have to take 
six weeks of clinical [practice],” says 
Hadley. 

With a shortage of 1400 RNs in the 
province, why isn’t Alberta Health 
Services-Capital Health looking for 


‘more “qualified” RNs who can enter 


the system without the need for addi- 
tional training once they arrive? 

“t's extremely difficult to find these 
people. It’s not like there's a group of 
RNs who want to come here and 
we're not looking at them,” explains 
Stevenson, who adds that if someone 
is interested in becoming an RN in 
Alberta, Alberta Health Services-Capi- 
tal Health and CARNA work collabo- 
ratively to assess what the licensure 
gaps are and how the applicant can 
be helped. : 

But if, in fact, there are few Alber- 
ta-qualified RNs to be found abroad, 
perhaps it’s time to ask whether it’s 
because the standards of many nurs- 
ing programs outside of Canada have 
dropped or whether Alberta's stan- 
dards are simply too high. v 
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"There is a very deep racism that is 
involved in all this. There is no other 
ation for citizens of the West not 
seeing the deaths of a million Iraqis as 
something to get worked up or angry 
about. If you compare that to the reac- 
tion when there were the terrorist 
attacks in the United States, and the 
people who died at the Twin Towers 
and the few in the Pentagon, the whole 
world was meant to go berserk, and if 
you didn’t go berserk to the extent they 
wanted you to, they questioned your 
credentials and said you were sympa- 
thetic to terrorists. But when you talk 


about a million Iraqis dead, and say, - 


“What possible reason is-there that 
there fs not the same reaction, or even 
half of that reaction?” And the only 
possible reason could be that Iraqi 
lives, like Afghan lives, like Palestinian 
lives, simply do not matter. 


Wi: What about the estimated 1.5 mil- 
lion Iraqis killed by 13 years of US-led 
sanctions following the first invasion 
of Iraq? : 
TA: That was another atrocity which 
could not be blamed on the neo-cons 
or George W Bush and Cheney. Those 
were atrocities which were basically 
carried out by Bill Clinton, Madeleine 
Albright, Tony Blair—he was involved 
in that as well, not just the sanctions 
on Iraq but the weekly bombing raids 
that took place on that country for 
most of the Clinton administration. 
Decent American liberals have a dif- 


ferent attitude to when the Democrats 
do something to when the Republicans 
do it. If Obama, let’s say, sends as he's 
promising to do, 50 000 more troops to 
Afghanistan, | fear the reaction in the 
United States will be muted on the part 
of the progressive community, com- 
Pared to if George W Bush had done it, 
Let's say that Bush, in a panic, suddenly 
said, “We're sending 40 000 troops into 
Afghanistan,” there would’ve been 
incredibly strong criticism. If Obama 
does—let’s hope he doesn't; let’s hope 
he sees sense—but if he does it, | think 
the criticism will be very muted. This is 
a big, big problem. 

And it’s the same when Britain and 
Blair were involved in the invasion of 
Iraq and defended it with a real Chris- 
tian vigour—I mean a fundamentalist 
vigour—a lot of people stayed silent: 
television commentators, newspaper 
journalists—whereas if the Conserva- 
tives had done it, these same people 
would've been really very angry. It 
took them about a year-and-a-half to 
get angry. [This hypocrisy] is not only 
lethal, but it encourages cynicism, 
despair, and in some cases, terrorism. 


VW: What do you think accounts for 
the appeal of a neoliberal, right-wing 
Democrat like Obama among liberals 
and progressives? 

TA: The stakes are high for lots of peo- 
ple who feel that if America elects a 
Black president, it will solve a lot of 
problems or it will be a sign that the 
past [of racial oppression and antago- 
nism] now lies behind us. That is 
what people believe; I don’t think that 
this is true. One could argue that the 


Republicans in fact had more senior 
figures from the Afro-American com- 
munity than the Democrats ever did: 
Colin Powell, senior figure in the US 
military [and] Secretary of State, 
Condi Rice, Secretary of State, 
Clarence Thomas, judge of the uS 
Supreme Court. 

It’s true [the Republicans] haven't 
had a [Black] president. But in fact 
they've had Afro-Americans in these 
high positions in the American state 
means that [Obama's presidency] is not 
that unusual. Of course, having a presi- 
dent like that will be a first, but I think 
people have to judge him on what he 
does, not what he says. In fact, he has- 
n't said anything too radical, either. But 
what he does is going to be absolutely 
critical, and possibly in three or four 
years’ time, people will get over this and 
Say, “Okay, so we had a Black president. 
What did he do for us?” I hope he does 
do something for the poor, but the indi- 
cations are not good 


VW: What's your take on the attention 
given to media critics of Islam such as 
Canadian Irshad Manji, author of The 
Trouble With Islam Today? 

TA: When the ideological system and 
the media networks need such people 
as [Manji], they arrive and they 
emerge. And this applies not just to 
Islam and Irshad Manji and Ayaan 
Hirsi Ali, who produce the most 
appalling second-rate—if not third- 
rate—material based on a combina- 
tion of encouraging ignorance, willful 
untruths in the case of Ayaan Hirsi Ali, 
utilizing some episodes in their own 
past to make generalizations which 


don’t apply, and then are treated as if 
they were the modern Voltaire. Basi- 
cally, when you have a wave of Islam- 
ophobia, these people play a very 
pernicious role, but are needed, and 
are used, and are promoted, and this 
happens systematically in the western 
world. Why these third-rates are pub- 
lished and treated like this is not a 
mystery to me, because [the elites] 
need them to, in order to maintain 
this new post-9/11 situation that 
“Even though not all Muslims are bad, 
Islam is a real problem,” 

Now just think if anyone said that 
about the Jews today. We know what 
would happen. They'd be arrested in 
Many European countries. They would 
be locked up. They would be charged 
with something or other and no one 
would touch these books. But it’s open 
game, it’s open house now as far as 
Islam is concerned, and anything goes 
So Irshad Manji and her cronies can do 
what they want. People like this, I have 
nothing but contempt for. But the fact 
that the culture in which we live needs 
them and accepts them is in itself quite 
revealing. vw 


‘The Moral of the Story,” the Parkland 
Institute's annual fall conference starts 
Fri, Nov 14 (7:30 pm) at the Horowitz 
Theatre with the opening keynote by 
Megan Boler of the Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education. The conference 
continues on Saturday and Sunday with 
presentations by Nora Young, Murray 
Dobbin, Joe Brewer, Heather-jane 
Robertson, Dennis Soron and many oth- 
ers. For full conference information visit 
ualberta.ca/parkland. 
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The Alberta government is encouraging private clinics that cost $3,900 a year 
or more. The government is also breaking down our public system to make 
way for more for-profit health services and private health businesses. 


Can your family afford private insurance and private care? 


Can your family afford to let our public hospitals and health care deteriorate? 


Albertans want our public health 
system improved NOT dismantled. 
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35-9912 106 St Edmonton AB T5K 1C€5 780-423-4581 
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This week is National Medicare Week! 
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MacEwan 


Working to improve the lives of 
others takes courage, caring, and compassion. 


Careers in human services are not for the faint of heart. In fact, they 
require people with great big hearts. MacEwan has a variety of 
human service programming that provides you with the skills to 
make a difference. 


Attend an upcoming information — 
session in any one of these programs: 


Wednesday, November 12th: 
© Bachelor of Child and Youth Care 
© Bachelor of Applied Human Service Administration 


Thursday, November 13th 
Early Learning & Child Care (formerly Early Childhood Education) 


Monday, November 17th 
* Disability Studies 
* Disability Management in the Workplace 


Tuesday, November 18th 
* Social Work 


Visit www.MacEwan.ca/community for times and locations. 
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Hope for addicts 


WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@yueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


The week of November 16 is National 
Addictions Awareness Week, and we're 
in sore need of awareness to not only the 
heartbreak of debilitating addiction and 
the homeless, but also to the infinitely 
more common and closeted addictions of 
those checking our groceries, cutting our 
hair and writing our prescriptions. 

Functional addicts to legal, illegal, hard 
and soft-drugs fill our suburbs and office 
towers, and they're finding willpower 
alone—and often willpower together 
with all the available psychological sup- 
ports—to be insufficient to help them 
walk away. 

But the approach used by Vancouver's 
Agora Regeneration Clinic chases addic- 
tion—even hard-core, long-standing 
addiction—with surprising success, and 
does so with minimal withdrawal discom- 
fort. “One of our success stories is that of 
a 73-year-old woman who'd been on 
addictive prescription medications for 45 
years,” Maggie Gold tells me over the 
phone from Vancouver. “She went 
through our 15-day program and now no 
longer needs her sleeping pills, pain 
killers or anti-depressants.” 

The cornerstone of their approach is 
amino acid therapy, and it gets at the heart 
of what starts and then feeds chemical 


dependencies. Addiction is known to be tied 
to genetic predisposition, and it's known to 
be triggered by psychological and social fac- 
tors such as trauma and the absence of inte- 
gration into family and culture—but is also 
known to be inextricably linked to faulty neu- 
rotransmission of brain chemicals. 

What happens when stress or pain or 
drugs disrupt neurotransmission is that 
we begin to experience any number of 
unpleasant and sometimes debilitating 
symptoms: a reduced ability to experi- 
ence pleasure in the ordinary, irritability, 
anxiety, low self-esteem, sleep distur- 
bances, lack of motivation, physical pain, 
depression, obsessions, rage. 

To manage those symptoms, many of us 
resort to ever-increasing doses of prescrip- 
tion or non-prescription options, or our own 
unique mix of both. But things that affect 
brain function further damage neurorecep- 
tors, keeping the fire of addiction and fal- 
tering neurotransmission stoked. 

The good news is that amino acid, 
essential fatty acid, vitamin and mineral 
therapies can repair neuroreceptors and 
restore normal neurotransmission. Those 
who've tried it often say they've never 
felt “normal” before, never felt this good, 
never really heard the music before. 


AT AGORA, it’s all done on an out-patient 
basis. Amino acids are administered intra- 
venously, which delivers optimal absorp- 
tion. Extensive lab testing, specific 
full-spectrum vitamin, mineral and essen- 
tial fatty acid nutritional support, infrared 
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sauna, acupuncture, massage and psycho- 
logical components round out the program. 

Its sister clinic in Colorado, NORA, 
Operating longer than the one-year-old 
Agora Clinic, has helped over 14 000 peo- 
ple get off everything from alcohol and 
Street drugs to prescription pain and psy- 
chiatric meds with amino acid therapy, 80 
per cent of which are still clean and sober 
five years later. 

This, in light of the high relapse rates 
of conventional addiction therapies is 
astounding success. It's a shame Agora is 
Canada's only naturopathic detox centre, 
and it's a shame they have no government 
funding and that many seeking this kind 
of treatment simply can't afford it. I'd 
think our government, in its opposition to 
InSite and its absolute certainty that the 
only moral thing to do is to get addicts off 
drugs might want to promote and fund 
programs such as Agora’. 

We need to address addiction from all 
angles. We need to set aside moral superi- 
ority and judgment, and respect those 
unable to commit to rehab by offering safe 
injection until they're ready to take that 
plunge. We need to fund prevention pro- 
grams for those at risk due to the genetic, 
social-or trauma cards they've been hand- 
ed. We need prevention programs that go 
beyond “just say no” and include real edu- 
cation about risk factors. And we need to 
give the reality of faulty neurotransmission 
involved in addictions due respect. 

Agora’s holistic focus delivers respect for 
the underlying issues and offers the chemical 
building blocks necessary for healing. Edron- 
ton needs its own Agora; naturopathic doc- 
tors wanting more information can contact 
Maggie Gold through Agora’s website ago- 
taforlife.net for more information. w 


radioactive mutants 


3 INFINITE LIVES 


infinitelives @vueweekly.com 


Alright. So, I'm sitting out here in a cabin on 
Gull Lake, sipping good black coffee out of 
an old Eskies mug {(c) Int'l Insignia 1990— 
Official Licensee) and reflecting on a long 
weekend spent cramming video gaming in 
between parties, and | idly flip open a Toys 
R Us catalog flier. Big mistake! Curmud- 
geonly cranks of the world, here's a handy 
fip: if you ever find yourself short of bullshit 
to get all worked up about, just grab the 
nearest toy catalog; it's an express ticket to 
high-blood-pressure heaven. 

Check it out: Fisher-Price Smart Cycle. 
“A plug and play hardware/software sys- 
tem that plugs into a TV and encourages 
physical fitness.” Seriously? Fuck that 
shit. | love video games as much as— 
OK, maybe a little bit less than—the 
next guy, but get your kid a goddamned 
bike. You owe it to your child, and, more 
importantly, you owe it to yourself. That 
moment when you let go of the seat and 
your darling wobbles off into a whole 
new world of independence? That's a 
good healthy cry, right there. But jacking 
a crummy purple-and-green plastic sta- 
tionary cycle into the plasma, patting lit- 
etyare the head and going off to 

Kitchen to uncork a fresh bottle of 
merlot to enjoy while you surf craigslist 
for your next casual encounter? You're 
just cheating yourself. 

ca! got that out of my system! Let's 
talk Fallout 3. 


Update: it's still awesome, but it kind 
of pissed me off. | somehow found 
myself “finishing” the game, which was 
weird; | don’t usually grind all the way 
through these things. Even Oblivion, and 
Morrowind before that, games into 
which I've easily thrown 400 hours, | 
fever saw the end of. With Fallout, | sort 
of unwittingly blundered through to the 
on Perlmi 

i= 


ft whi 


HANGING OUT on a slow Friday night 
with a similarly hooked pal, we got it in 
our heads to kick off yet another new 
career, a shared character we could 
switch off on, mutually guiding him/her 
through the Wasteland. This became a 
bold experiment in role-playing; rather 
than arguing over the details of a fresh 
adventurer cut from whole cloth, we 
decided to base our avatar on a real- 
world model, sending a virtual version of 
beloved rocker/chanteuse Colleen 
Brown off to war with mutants in the 
radioactive ruins of post-apocalyptic 
Washington, DC. 

I'd like to think Colleen Brown would 
have been flattered by the character-cre- 
ation conversation, a couchful of drunk 
nerds arguing vehemently over exactly 
how apple-y her cheeks are, how big 
and soulful her eyes. Probably, though, 
she would have been creeped right the 
fuck out. Thankfully, the game only 
allows customization from the neck up. 
We almost had a fistfight over the 
bridge of her nose ... if we'd have had to 
come to consensus on her calves, it 
would have been a bloodbath. 

But it was after we got a somewhat 
passable Colleen Brown into the game 
world that the real arguments started. It 
wasn't enough, see, to have a character 
that merely looked like Colleen Brown; 
we wanted her to make the kinds of 
after-the-bomb decisions Colleen Brown 
would make. Thing is, the Wasteland’s a 
hard place calling for hard choices; 
would our friend harden up to meet it? 
More importantly, what kind of gun 
would she favour? Would Colleen Brown 
be a bazooka kind of person, given a 
world where bazooka-toting is a respect- 
ed fashion choice? 

In the end, our Colleen Brown evolved 
her own identity, becoming capable of 
darker deeds than | like to imagine the 
real-world Collen Brown could stom- 
ach—though those that know her better 
than | insist that if placed in a savagely 
Darwinian milieu she'd turm badass hard- 
case in an eyeblink. But as an exercise in 

“role-playing, moving a simulacrum of a 


vn known person through that world was 


quite rewarding: choices became much 


more conscious and meaningful, deepen- 


‘ing the experience considerably. 

_ Also, | guess it doesn’t hurt that 

Colleen Brown looks simply fabulous in 
- Mad-Maxdrag.w 


When all the pieces fit 


DAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
inthebox@yueweekly.com 
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The Oilers return from a long road trip 
(seven games and 16 days away from 
sunny Edmonton) with four wins and 
three losses. The really ugly part of the 
Schedule is over (only three home games 
in the first 15 matches) and the Oilers are 
still sporting a decent record. Last week 
the Oilers lost 5-4 to the Blue Jackets 
and 5-4 once again to the Penguins. Then 
they followed that up with a pair of wins 
They beat the New Jersey Devils 2-1 and 
the New York Rangers 3-2 in OT. We 
*Heart™ New York. For now. 


HEMSKY | LOVE YOUR WAY After starting 
the season with 10 games without a goal, 
Ales Hemsky has gone all Peter Frampton 
and “come alive” in a big way. Not only 
has he scored five goals in four games, 
but each and every goal has been high- 
light-ree! quality. Could this be the much- 
ballyhooed coming-out party that we've 
been anticipating for years? Only the next 
few games will tell. 18 


SIX DEGREES OF PETER FRAMPTON Since 
TB channelled Peter Frampton to describe 
Ales Hemsky’s awakening, | found a way 
to link Hemsky to the Brit rocker. Let's se, 
Parts of the classic “Frampton Comes 
Alive” were recorded in New York's Com- 


mack Arena. Commack Arena was the 
home of the Eastern Hockey League's 
Long Island Ducks in the ‘60s and ‘70s. 
Former Leafs coach John Brophy played 
on the Ducks for several seasons. John 
Brophy is regarded as the influence for the 
character of player-coach Reggie Dunlop 
of in Slap Shot. The late, great Paul New- 
man played Reg Dunlop. Paul Newman 
passed away this year at age 83. Ales 
Hemsky was born in 1983 and wears #93 
on his jersey. Connected, DY 


BREAKING ALL THE RULES The New York 
Rangers have apparently decided to hon- 
our the memory of Alexei Cherapanov by 
being whiny babies and seeking another 
draft pick in compensation. The death of 
Cherapanov was tragic, both in its unex- 
pectedness and its avoidability. Now |'m 
Not trying to sound callous or unfeeling, 
but in the end the player did not make it to 
the NHL. A quick look at any team’s list of 
draft picks will reveal this is the norm, not 
the exception. Apparently, one of the 
Rangers’ brass stated that Cherapanov 
will technically be eligible to be drafted 
again next year (????) and therefore the 
team is eligible for compensation under 
the articles of the CBA. Really? Eligible 
Next year? Stay classy, New York. 78 


SHOW (YOUR TEAMMATES) THE WAY This 
recent road trip started out with Oiler fans 
biting their nails as the team got on the 
plane to Nashville (for the first of seven 
foad games) on the heels of a four-game 


winless streak. With four wins and thr 
losses, the trip turned o 
Sheldon Souray and (as 
Ales Hemsky stepped up. T 
expected best defensive and o 
contributors are leading the team. In fa 
of the 21 goals scored by the Oilers on t 
road swing, Hemsky or Souray either go 
goal or an assist or were on the i 
of those markers. They combined 
goals and seven assists over the seve 
game stretch. Your team’s best playe 
have to be the biggest contributors. 18 


BOULERICE COMES ABOARD Kudos tot 
Oilers website staff on a subtle, yet clev 
move. The Oilers intemet site an 
the waiver acquisition of NHL 
tough guy Jesse Boulerice. Ey 
moves like these need to be “sold” to t 
rabid Oiler fans. You gotta keep 
enjoying their Kool-Aid. Their 
Stock photos of the journeym a 
was Classic: they picked a neat litt 
action shot of Boulerice knocking Flam 
d-man Dion Phaneuf ass over teakettle 
the ice. Based on that photo alon 
Boulerice should be welcomed. 0 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEANITION 
"723": 1) The number of NHL regular se 
son and playoff goals you need to score 
you're an Oiler great and wish to join tf 
NHL Hall of Fame. Cong And 
son! Note: If you are a forme 
er (say, Dick Du t 
lumber 19 313. W 
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thesmart.ca 


>>The 2008 smart fortwo. 


gS 


Totally redesigned from the ground up. 


Starting from $14,990’. 


open your mind. 


Pins, get an additional 


$2000 back 


ecoAUTO Rebate 


From its energy saving eco-friendly manufacturing processes and 100% recyclable body panels to its low enisaiens 
: and category leading fuel efficiency, the all-new smart fortwo is avanguard of environmental responsibility. Visit - 
your local smart Centre for a test drive. 


smart Centre Edmonton David Morris 
17407-111th Avenue 5611-104th St 
Ri 780-484-9000 780-431-5100 


n of Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc, *MSRP for a new 2008 amart fortwo pure coupé. See your focal smart Centre for details. 
ca for full details, t1 Based on fuct consumption ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. 
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eee) SU Croll sa, Independents 
In her passionate & > Matter 
second collection of % & Join Audreys on 
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November 15 to 
help celebrate our 
independence and to support 


| poetry, Blood Mother, Nr ang VS 
Su Croll casts fresh 


light on the timeless 


Friday maternal life of KeepEdmontonOriginal during 
November 14 women. Join usforthe | Shop Local First month. 
at 7:30 pm Edmonton launch. 


Financial Concerns? Try a Worry Doll—only $5.95! Before you 
go to sleep, fell the doll your worries, put it under your pillow 
and in the morning, presto!—the worries are gone! .°* 


“ROUNDUP 


TRUE RENEWS CHALLENGE 

For the second year in a row the transit 
advocacy group Transit Riders’ Union 
of Edmonton is challenging city coun- 
cillors to give up their private vehicles 
and rely entirely on public transit for 
one week. The group says that to serve 
the interests of transit users, decision- 
makers should have firsthand experi- 
ence of “what it means to be transit 
dependent in Edmonton.” 

This year’s challenge, which has also 
been extended to city MLAs and 
Edmonton Transit administration and 
staff, runs the week of November 17 - 
23. The challenge begins with an offi- 
cial launch on the front steps of City 
Hall on Monday, November 17 at 11:30 
am and will conclude with a public 
forum on sustainability in Edmonton 
on Monday, November 24 from noon to 
1:00 pm at the CBC Stage in Edmonton 
City Centre Mall East (10062 - 102 Ave), 
where participants will be invited to 
share their experiences. 

Last year’s challenge was taken up 
by just four councillors: Ben Hender- 
son, Don Iveson, Amarjeet Sohi and 
Dave Thiele 


FT CHIP LEADERS REJECT STUDY 


Aboriginal leaders in the remote north- 
em hamlet of Fort Chipewyan, located 


INDULGE YOUR PASSION FOR BOOKS! 
Lori Hahnel 


Calgary author 


launches her first 
novel, Love Minus Zero, 
set in Calgary during 
the punk music era. 
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(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 


300 kilometres downstream from tar 
sands developments near Fort McMur- 
ray, have rejected a forthcoming report 
on cancer rates in the community 
before the findings by the Alberta Can- 
cer Board have even been made public. 

The leadership of the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation, Mikisew Cree 
First Nation and the Métis Local Associ- 
ation say the report, which is a follow- 
up to a 2006 report by the board, is 
flawed because investigators once again 
failed to adequately involve the commu- 
nity or local health professionals. 

“We are extremely disappointed 
with the Cancer Board,” Mikisew Cree 
First Nation Chief Roxanne Marcel 
said in a November 10 release. “It’s 
our opinion that the current draft 
study is an identical product of the 
original one, which we also rejected 
for a number of reasons, including the 
fact that it was incomplete. 

“This is further commentary that Fort 
Chipewyan shouldn't trust government 
on providing accurate information on 
anything related to tar sands develop- 
ment and its impacts downstream.” 

“We said from the start with the 
original study two years ago that not 
only did the community need to be 
engagéd throughout but that the 
methodology originally employed 
needed to change,” added Métis Local 
Association President Fred Fraser. 

Dr Michel Sauve, president of the 
Fort McMurray Medical Association, 
criticized the study for only looking at 
cases in the board's registry, which 
would not include community mem- 
bers who died at home in the remote 
community. The area's former physi- 
cian, Dr John O’Connor, who first 
raised concerns about the rates of 
rare cancers in Fort Chipewyan in 
March 2006, was also not consulted. 

The report is due to be released 
later this year. —SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vue- 
weekly.com 


Thursday 
November 20 
at 7:30 pm 
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Vended Victuals 


Deconstructing grab-and-go: the perils 
of vending machine cuisine 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 


na nice day, downtown 
Edmonton's pace picks up 
noticeably around 11:30 am. 


At noon, the Morlock holes that we 
shutter ourselves behind are flung 
open and legions of office drones fill 
the sidewalks. Post-secondary institu- 
tions have a similar burst, but it’s 
more spread out between classes. 

A fortunate few are off to restau- 
rants, where a reservation and/or an 
expense account deliver seared black 
cod or tortellini primavera with a 
Serviceable Pinot. Many more are 
bound for quick eats at a take-out 
Place. However, some of the office 
drones and computer lab devotees are 
left behind. A looming deadline or a 
maddening Flash game keeps their 
ass in the swivel chair. They wave off 
lunch offers and they didn't bring one 
of their own. The combination of 
reluctance to emerge for sustenance 
and a tight budget leads them to the 
natural choice: the quickly-heated, 
Packaged foods in the vending 
machine, 

Vending machine cuisine gets a 
bad rap in popular culture. It is a 

corner of the culinary scene that 
has been neglected by the fads of 
fresh ingredients and good flavour. 
However, it is both cheap and easy, 


<< | VENDING MACHINE 
25 | CUISINE 


which are pretty convincing argu- 
ments when considering the amount 
of beer money people carry in their 
pockets. 

I wrestled with my own choices in 
the deserted first-floor cafeteria of the 
University of Alberta’s Education 
North on a Saturday afternoon. The 
food counter was closed, of course, 
but there were still a few diehards 
poring over their texts behind aban- 
doned chocolate bar wrappers and 
half-finished bottles of pop. The 
majority of the vending machines 
offered beverages from Coca-Cola’s 
various lines or junk snacks, but I was 
paused in front of the cuisine selec- 
tion next to the milk machine. 

Each row in the tall, spinning dis- 
play had a specific price. A loonie 
bought yogurt or applesauce, and for 
75 cents more, a selection of danish- 
es, muffins and “crispy rice” squares 
were available. The dehydrated noo- 
dle options were plentiful and priced 
up to a toonie, while reheatable sand- 
wiches and subs occupied the higher 
price levels. 


ATHOME/ 18 Gaeta 


| KEPT A $5-PER-MEAL BUDGET in 


mind when | picked two noodle dish- 
es for $2 each: Mr Noodles’ Bow! with 
simulated beef flavour and his Delec- 
taBowl tomato penne with cheese. | 
picked up a ham and cheese sand- 
wich on an onion bun ($3.25), as well 
as a blueberry danish and banana-nut 
muffin for $1.75 each, With a Clamato 
juice chaser ($1.25) and either blue- 
berry yogurt or mandarin orange 
slices in syrup ($1 each) for dessert, 
my meal options were covered, I took 
the $14.75 bag of food to my taste 
testers for evaluation 

I scared myself a little by reading 
the nutrition labels as we spread out 
our feast. Both noodle bowls and the 
sandwich approached 500 calories, 
with fats and carbs aplenty, and all 
were dauntingly high in sodium—the 
beef bowl alone boasted 120 per cent 
of my daily recommended intake. 
With similar calories, the pastries 
combined offered almost 50g of total 
fat. Even the Clamato was high in salt. 

We forged ahead and poured boil- 
ing water into the noodle bowls, then 
opened the sandwich and nuked it for 
45 seconds, which was long enough 
to melt the “processed cheese food.” 
Out of the three tasters, two of them 
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VENDING MACHINE CUISINE 


absolutely refused to sample the 
DelectaBowl but resigned themselves 
to the beef-flavoured entrée. I reward- 
ed my more adventurous—and hun- 
griest—taster with the sandwich after 
he agreed to try the penne. He learned 
to regret it. 

The DelectaBow! didn’t win any 
friends with a seven-minute prep time, 
which included three minutes of stir- 
ring. The beef bowl was much lower 
maintenance, and the differences were 
startling. While the beef bowl came 
across as a basic Ramen/Ichiban noo- 
die soup familiar to anyone whose 
cash has been tight, the DelectaBowl 
was something else. The noodle tex- 
ture was barely recognizable as food, 
while the tomato and cheese flavours 
were blandly offensive. The strongly 
salted, dark-coloured beef bowl broth, 
swimming with wheatflour noodles, 
was a welcome relief. 

The sandwich was a bit more pop- 
ular, channelling the late-night 7-11 
visit in quest of something simple to 
soak up the alcohol. My flamboyant 
friend gladly finished off the sandwich 
when he was freed of the more oner- 
ous task of sampling the DelectaBowl. 
I graciously allowed him to have 
some of the salty Clamato juice to 
wash it down. 


THE SIDE DISHES turned out to be a 


mixed bag. The blueberry danish was 


one of my guilty pleasures; unrealisti- 
cally soft pastry sweetened to near 
diabetic state by the industrially 
drawn lines of quasi-cream cheese. 
Unfortunately, the banana nut muffin 
was dry, crumbly and generally 
unpleasant. 

Our dessert selection was better 
received. How bad can eerily con- 
sistent mandarin orange segments 
in sweet, translucent syrup be? The 
taste tester was enthusiastic about 
her yogurt. "It was really good— 
runny, but good,” she stated, wip- 
ing at her sleeve. “It’s just that 
every time | open one of these, | 
get sprayed.” 

The flaws present in the rest of our 
meals, however, went far beyond the 
design. Even those who care nothing 
about taste have to pay attention to 
the consequences this diet will have 
on their bodies. A steady diet of this 
crap means empty calories, excessive 
sodium and poor nourishment. Is that 
worth making it to the next level on 
the latest AddictingGames.com release 
or making deadline for an anal boss or 
prof? Sometimes. Just try to be smarter 
about your selections. 

Remember that a week of this shit 
is still going to cost about $25, leave 
you hungry and dazed after the 2:30 


.pm crash, then deposit its legacy 


around your waistline and on your 
skin. The same $25 and an hour or 
two on a Sunday afternoon will leave 
you eating decently for the week. 
Think about it. And avoid the vending 
machine when you can. ¥ 
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DRINK CLASSY 
DeVine Wines will have two chances for 
you to sample the finer liquors in life this 
weekend. First, on Friday, November 14, 
they welcome world-renowned port (as in 
the fortified wine, not the harbour) spe- 
cialist Roy Hersh for their annual sam- 
pling of vintage port. This year they'll be 
tasting the much-ballyhooed 1994 vin- 
tages, which, while young, are said to be 
among the finest of the last century. 
Then, on Saturday, November 15, they 
cap off their inaugural World Wine 
Basics series with a trip to Spain, land of 
bullfights, paella and, according to the 
release, cheap and delicious wine. For 
more info on either event, visit their web- 


FOOD NEWS! 


site, www.devinewines.ca, or call them 
at 780.421.9463. 


HOLIDAY HELP 

Unless you're Martha Stewart, you could 
probably use some help getting yourself 
together for the holidays. Sorrentino’s can 
help, at least as far as the kitchen is con- 
cemed, with its Holiday Entertaing Ideas 
workshops, held this Friday, November 14 
from 6 - 10 pm and Saturday, Novemeber 
15, from 4 - 8 pm. They'll teach you how 
to arrange a table, tricks for delicious 
appetizers and even what wines and 
champagnes help take the edge off with 
a complimentary sampling. For more info 
or to sign up visit www.sorrentinos.com 
or call 780.474.6466. 


WANNA DISH? 
Have a taste for food writing? Dying to 
delve into the delicious secrets of Edmon- 
ton? Dish is looking for contributors. The 
ideal candidates will have a passion for 
and a knowledge of a diverse array of 
cuisines, and also be eager to explore a 
variety of food-related issues, from talking 
to local producers and chefs to examining 
the global reach of the dinner 
plate. If this sounds like you, 


you should contact Dish Editor 
David Berry at dish@vue- 
weekly.com. Please include 
“Writing for Dish” in the sub- 
ject line. w 
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‘icelegs@vueweekly.com 
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of apple. When first opened, | found it a 
touch bitter, but it soon loosened into 
something quite nice. 

Tinhorn Creek had less than a third of 
this juice in French oak for less than 60 
, days. | found the touch 
of oak in the wine to 
be a nice base to the 
wine, just enough for 
some nice structure” 
but not overwhelming. © 
| The wine has tremen- 
dous body and was 
extremely well round- 
ed, and the smooth, 
tropical flavours 
evolved very well 
through the palate. 

This was a tangy © 


Yesterday, | met a woman from the 
Okanagan. She explained to me that 
she noticed an incredible amount of 
Alberta license plates throughout the 
valley. Many of us are heading 


down for real estate invest- wine with 
ments, others for vacation and great legs. © 

a select few to participate in | expect 
flew or purchased wineries. 9) it will 
it seems there is a romantic > ; 
notion to being involved in 

a winery. While the concept 


appeals to the romantic in | 
me, | always wake from 

the dream and remember | 
that wine making is farm- 
ing and chemistry. While © 
the idea of sipping my own 
creation has nice visions, 
the idea of slumping over 
the vines caring for them 


—e= 


SUMAC 
RIDGI 


drink well for a few years, though it’s also 
thoroughly enjoyable now. 


NEXT, | DELVED into an area with which 
1am admittedly less than familiar: rosé 
wine. To me, this wine's history is taint- 
ed by White Zinfandel—many, including 
myself, have unfairly painted rosé wines 
with the same brush. | was very much 
hoping the 2007 Sumac Ridge Rosé 
would change my perspective on this 


wine, and | found that it very much did 


change my mind. 

This light-red wine showed just a 
hint of orange colour. It has a crisp 
refreshing nose with hints of cher- 
ry. When | first poured the wine. 
the sweetness of the wine was 
overwhelming—almost tooth- 
enamel-destroying sweet—but it 
very quickly softened. | caught 
Strawberry and peach notes at 
the front of the palate that 
held very well through to the 
middle. The wine offered 
\ mild tannins and some nice 
residue flavours at the back 
of the mouth. 

This wine is sourced from 
an interesting blend of 
grapes; mostly Pinot Noir, 
with some Ehrenfelser and a 
touch of Gamay, whic is a 
noble lineage. The winery 


> recommends this wine be 
as if they were my child 4 e. served well chilled, but | 
seems like too much effort. © 2 ) found it a more pleasant drink 
Thankfully, others are up a at a slightly warmer tempera- 
fut rhlerge TIN LO) SN Gl S440 ture. Still chilled, mind you, 


! mention central BC, 
as that is where the two . 
wines | review this 
week are from. | begin 
with the 2007 Tinhorn 
Creek Chardonnay. The 
wine shows as a very 
clear juice with only a 
slight hue of yellow. It 
emits a clean, light 
hose with little sugar % 
and only the faintest hint 


BRANDS OF BEER! 


Just a part ofwhy 
we're Edmonton's 


Viner anos 
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just not really cold. 

Alas, the question is 
whether this wine has made a 
rosé lover out of me. My 
answer is maybe. | don’t think 
I'll reach for them often, but | 
did enjoy this wine enough to 
try some more. | suppose that 
inspiring one to widen their 
experience is the mark of a 
decent wine. | thank Sumac 
Ridge for that. w 
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Fabulous Dining 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjo 
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BORDEAUX, BURGUNDY, 
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CALIFORNIA WINES 
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HAPPY HOURS: to compliment oe 
DAILY 4-6pm_ |! take out menu available 
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Every Day‘ 


n Vibrations Buffet 
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Voted Edmonton's best African restaurant 
langanoskies.com 


Month! 


432-3334 
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Candy cake 


There’s no sense letting Halloween 
leftovers go to waste now, is there? 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

‘m not a huge fan of Halloween—the 
Jatessin up part, anyways. The 

thought of actually having to don a 
costume of any sort, no matter how big 
its wow factor is or how anonymous it 
can make me, is frightfully painful. But I 
still remember the thrill and excitement 
I felt as a kid, running from door to door 
or plowing through massive snowdrifts, 
collecting the prized candy that was 
never allowed to find its way into my 
stomach at any other time of the year. 

And I think kids today deserve to 
experience that same breathless excite- 
ment, as weird as the whole premise is. 
It’s their due. So I have vowed never to 
turn into a curmudgeonly old party- 
pooper that closes my blinds, turns off 
my lights and hides like a frightened 
rabbit. Besides, it gives me an excuse 
to buy candy—lots of candy. 

My exuberant buying frenzy does 
have one drawback though—left- 
overs. And, as thrilling and tasty as it 
may sound, it really isn’t. The novelty 
of possessing oodles of colourful little 
packages quickly wears thin, never 
mind the unremitting headaches that 
inevitably come with them. 

So this year I did something different. 
After everyone in my candy-laden 
house had had their fill—or at least after 
1 decided they had had their fill—I 
rounded up some of the precious little 
morsels. I was going to bake with them. 

Even though you can toss Hal- 
loween candy into practically any 
recipe—well, pretty much any cake, 
brownie or cookie recipe, anyway—I 
wanted to make it a bit more official. | 
got on the Internet and, within sec- 
onds, had numerous recipes at my 
fingertips. 1 decided on cake, simply 
because I felt like making cake. 

After giving the recipe a quick scan, 
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MOLSON WING NIGHT 
50) CENT WINGS, 3.60 MOLSON DRAFT §-10PM 


LADIES MARTINI NIGHT 
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EVERY SATURDAY 
WITH NAYRON 
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LEFTOVER CANDY CAKE 
(FROM COKITCHEN.COM) 


2 cups coarsely chopped leftover 
candy 

2 3/4 cups sifted flour 

1/2 teaspoon salt 


1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

8 ounces unsalted butter 
11/2 cups sugar 

3 large eggs 

1/4 teaspoon almond extract 
1 cup sour cream 


SAT HOME 


JAW HOSTYN 
jan@vueweekly.com 


I discovered | needed sour cream. | 
debated substituting yogurt instead, 
but that just seemed way too healthy 
for a cake stuffed full of candy. 

One trip to the grocery store later 
and the wayward tub of sour cream 
took its place of honour on my 
countertop, right next to my big 
mixing bowl. I turned my oven on 
to 350° and debated hauling out my 
new-fangled rubbery bundt pan but 
decided against it. I diligently 
greased and lined a tube pan with 
parchment instead. Then came my 
biggest decision: what kind of 
candy should I use? The recipe just 
asks for two cups of chopped candy. 
Oh, the choices. 

I thought peanut butter cups would 
be amazing but, since my one daughter 
hates anything even remotely peanut-y, 
that was out. Ditto with Crispy Crunch; 
Oh Henry, Snickers and a ton of other 


Edmonton City Centre 


102 Ave. & 100A St. 


options too. She also hates anything 


‘coffee-ish, so there went the Coffee 


Crisp idea. With my options quickly 
dwindling, I decided to do a bit of a 
mish-mash: Smarties, Kit Kats, Aeros 
and Twix. I guess my options weren't 
that limited after all. 

My next discovery—it takes a lot of 
candy to fill 2 cups. Oh well. My 
daughter had a ton of fun opening 
and chopping and dumping. 

While she worked on that, I mixed 
together the flour, salt and baking soda 
in one bowl and put a cup of softened 
butter in another. 1 beat that with my lit- 
tle hand mixer until it was nice and 
fluffy and then gradually dumped in the 
1 1/2 cups of sugar. I beat that until it 
was fluffy again and then added the 
eggs, one at a time and gave the batter 
a quick mix after each one. I didn’t even 
have to rescue any errant eggshells. 

Then I stirred in a few big squirts of 
vanilla and added the sour cream and 
the flour mixture. First 1 mixed in some 
flour (about a third of it), Then | added 
half the sour cream, mixed in more 
flour, stirred in the rest of the sour 
cream and finally folded in the rest of 
the flour. Lots of stirring and folding. | 
didn’t add any almond extract-again, 
the perils of having kids with taste buds. 

Half the batter went into my pan 
and | stirred all the nicely chopped 
candy into the rest of batter before 
adding it to the pan. The Smarties 
were definitely colourful enough. 

Then I threw it in the oven. Even 
though it's supposed to take an hour, | 
checked it after 55 minutes and it was 
done. Pleasantly brown and slightly 
cracked, with a few odd nuggets of candy 
peeking out, it looked quite lovely. And it 
smelled lovely, if somewhat sweet. 

The verdict—very sweet, but good in 
a different kind of way. And it wasn’t 
stuffed full of candy either, with just a 
tasty smidgen here and there. Dress it 
up with some icing sugar, whipped 
cream and a drizzle of melted choco- 
late and it'll make a divine dessert and 
an interesting conversation piece. 

But next year, all my leftover candy 
(instead of just some), will find a 
home at the Youth Emergency Shel- 
ter. The experiment was fun while it 
lasted, though. v 
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S| 10h- seen Hon, aa 94s 
should be filled with: an order of 
Spring Rolls ($5.95), the Bi-Bim- -Bap 
($10.95), a small Chicken Bowl, ($8.95) 
anda small Spicy Pork Rice ($9.95). 
No noodle-laden creations. 


I had a few errands to do sol im <ST==> GRETNA enema S -~ 
ordered, paid and asked if! could pick as nag a) \ > 
them up in an hour. No problem. Just ty h 
Over an hour later, | returned to find a aia pa «* 
large box waiting patiently for me on K) THE HAT RESTO a PUB 


the counter, stuffed full of Styrofoam 
containers of all shapes and sizes. 
And napkins. And forks and spoons. 


DOWNTOWN’s NEWEST, OLDEST Spot 
Doors Open Monday thru Saturday 11am -2am 


presence, it goes against 
he “location” rules—it’s barely 
from the street, it's not in an 
“pick-me” restaurant location 
on a road that doesn’t lend 
it the exploration of simple little 
strip malls. So one day, spotting the 
lonely “open” sign lighting up the win- 
dow, I decided to explore. 

From the parking lot, the restaurant 
looks tiny. But once I ventured past the 
door, I was surprised at what I found 
inside: a clean, simple, modern little 
(but not tiny) café. Some of the tables 
were even occupied with people hap- 
pily munching away. | walked past the 
tables and drink cooler, set off a bit to 
the side, and went to the cash regis- 
ter/counter at the back of the restau- 
rant. There I requested a take-out 


Ah, the pleasures of take-out. 

My trunk seemed to smile back at 
me as I gently deposited dinner in it; 
the cargo it tends to transport is usu- 
ally of the somewhat-less-than-excit- 
ing variety. It didn’t do a very good job 
_of harnessing the waves of chili pep- 
per, garlic, soy sauce and sesame oil 
that kept distracting me, however. 

Distractions aside, | made it home 
safely, where my husband eagerly 
relieved me of my load. After a few 
annoying squeaks from the protesting 
Styrofoam, our dinner lay splayed 
somewhat un-majestically all over the 
counter. 

The first comment out of my hus- 
band’s mouth concemed the amazing 
quantity of spring rolls that had found 
their way into the little container. 
Only then did their size register, and 
he promptly deemed them the 
thinnest spring rolls he had ever 
encountered. Although brown and 
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menu and was promptly handed alittle crispy, the carrot-flecked cabbage fill- $4 WINE - ALL DAY - ALL NIGHT a ALL DRINKS 
Paper one. I took a seat at one of the _ing was quite sparse and it was more 15 HAT TRICK TAPAS 
vacant tables to study ita bit more _like eating crunchy plum sauce. ‘TIL 8PM 
closely and that’s when things started Our taste buds perked up when we 
to make a bit more sense. dug into the Bi-Beem-Bap. There was 
Manna Noodle Café is Korean, _ just something about the combination 
something | ina missed. The _ of soothing runny egg, spicy hot sauce atu rd ays ler ights 
rs are Korean, the food they _ and comforting veggies all mixed with ots 
Korean and their location is, rice that worked. Pees, $4 1 0z MARTINIS vs 10% OF MENU PRICE WITH 
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menu would greet 


iain edo 


servings, but they seemed quite heavy 
on the rice—maybe I should have 
heeded the “Noodle House” hint and 
gone the noodle route with at least 
one of our choices. Oh well—it came 


_ in handy with the fiery pork. The med- 


ley of pork, cabbage, mushrooms and 


onion, all topped: with sesame seeds, 


was spicy and satisfying—and quite 
happy to have the much meeker rice 


The Beef Bowl—mainly beef but 
few onio1 
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A division of Family Vision Care 


FVC VisionMed 
FVC St. Albert West Edmonton Mall Oliver Village Occhiali Eyewear 
220 Albert Centre | Phat ll, Serond tesel aie Abe 104 Avent de gine 10106-124 St, Edmonton 780-447-9964 
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Only Fabulous Fashion Shop Thread Hill 


Edmonton's newest 
women's clothing boutique! 


Sweet Soul / David Kahn / George Gina & Lucy / MK2K / Moto 
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10725 124 STREET NW P 780 482 1200 WWW .THREADHILL.COM 
EDMONTON AB TSMOH2 F780 482 1215 SALES@THREADHILL.COM 
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William Rast, Kersh, es Moss, 
Je and much more.. 


& Republic. Juicy Couture, True Religion, 
kia Stars, Genile Bawn, Nine West, Kenneth Co 
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T-Bags 
Designer Remix 
SHERWOOD PARK ST. ALBERT X:S 
11 Athabascan Ave #148 #370-5 Giroux Road Ella Moss 
780.417.3562 780.470.7467 Veronica M 
Kensie 
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10536 124 st. edmonton 780.496.9977 www.theCuttingRoomsSalon.com 
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8111-102 Street Edmonton, AB 780.433.6614 
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EXPOSURE 


‘Message from the Honourable Lindsay Blackett 
Minister of Culture and Community Spirit 


AAs Minister responsible for the arts and culture in our province, it is my pleasure 
to welcome everyone to the second annual Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and 


We are forrunate enough co live in a province that embraves arustic expression in 
many forms Whether it is race, creed or sexual orientation, I believe that Alberta's 
diversity i is one of its strengths, Through a number of media including music, visual 
art, spoken word and film, Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
will allow Albertans the opportunity to discover, celebrare and experience culture. 


I want te give special chanks to all of the volunteers, organizers 
and sponsors of the festival. I am confident your hard work 
and dedication to arts and culture in Vberra will help to ensure 
4} a memorable expenence for everyone. 


Se 


Enjoy the festival! 

Lindsay Blackett 

| we of Culrure and Community Spint 
Calgary North West 


_ Congratulations — Exposure Festival! 


As City Councillor for Downtown Edmonton and surrounding area, ] am pleased to 

support this creative collaboration, Exposure’s growing success is a wonderful addi- 

tion to our arts and culture scene. ‘This year's Queer Arts and Culture showease is a 

rich and exciting offering that has something for everyone: film, lirerarure, visual and 
} performance art, music and theatre! 


1 am glad to sce that cultural diversity is alive and well in 
| Edmonton and I look forward to this festival every year. 

4] With so many talented local arnists, 1 hope you have as 

; } much fun as I do! 


; 
I) Sincerely, 
| Ben Henderson 
W Councillor, Ward 4 


Welcome to the second annual Exposure Festival! 


We have a great week lined up for you: films, lectures, cabarets, images, music, the- 
|) atre — and a masqucerade gala to top it all off. ‘This year, the audience gets right in- 
side the festival, with a stuctio visit, a sleigh ride, and a scavenger hunt, You'll notice 
{) significant cmphasis on trans programming and human rights. Clear your calendars 
on Tuesday, because we're taking over a bachhouse! 


To last year’s audience: thanks for your vore-of confidence, 
To our paruicrs and sponsors: we couldn't do this without you. 
' To alllof this year’s revelers: have a marvelous time. 


Heather Zwicker 

Board Chair 
i} ixposure: Edmonton's Quecr 
} Arts and Culture Festival 
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FRIDAY. NOV. 14 

LOUD & QUEER CABARET 

7:30 p.m. / La Cité Francophone 
8627-91 St. / $25 at the door, $20 in 
advance through workshopwest.org/ 
loudqueer.html, The 17th annual Loud 
& Queer Cabaret featuring well-known 
performers and fresh new voices from 
the queer arts community is hosted by 
Darrin Hagen and Kristy Harcourt. In 
partnership with Guys in Disguise and 
Workshop West Theatre. 


SATURDAY. NOV. I5 

YOU ARE HERE: CURATORIAL 
TOUR OF THE QUEER YOUTH ART 
EXHIBIT 

1:00 p.m. / Art Gallery of Alberta 
(Education Space) 10230 Jasper Ave. 
{Enterprise Square) / Free. In partner- 
ship with the Art Gallery of Alberta and 
the Institute of Sexual Minority Studies 
and Services. 


AA BROMSON . 

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. / Edmonton 
Room, Lower Level, Stanley Milner 
Library 7 Sir Winston Churchill Square / 
Free. influential artist AA Bronson — last 
surviving member of the Canadian 
design genius General Idea — will be in 
Edmonton for one day only to share 
his experiences as a pioneering queer 
artist. Bronson will be talking about his 
seminal body of work and his current 
projects. In partnership with Edmonton 
Public Library. 


LOUD& 


7:30 p.m. / La Cité Francophone 
8627-91 St. / $25 at the door, 
$20 in advance through 
WORKSHOPWEST.ORG/LOUDQUEER HTML 
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& Broadway 


...@ valentine's day 
concert & dance event 


Saturday, 14.February 2009 


Hellenic Hall 
produced in association with Womonspace 
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www.evmchoir.com 


SUNDAY. NOV. 16 
COFFEE WITH JAMES LONEY, 


PRISONER IN IRAQ: = 


EXPERIENCES OF A GAY 
CHRISTIAN PEACE ACTIVIST 

11:00 a.m. / Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall 
in the Citadel Theatre 9828-101A Ave. 
$20 (A fundraiser for the Pride Center 
of Edmonton and the Michael Phair 
Award, a UofA / ISMSS Scholarship) 
This event was made possible in part 
thanks to Options Sexual Health 

ion, 


SCREENING THE T: AN INCON- 
CLUSIVE CINEMATIC EXPOSURE 
OF THE TRANSGENDER 
EXPERIENCE PART 1 OF 2 

§;00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m., Metro 
Cinema, Zeidler Hall in the Citadel 
Theatre 9828-101A Ave. / $10 each 
or buy an all-day Sunday pass for 
$30 and get Monday free. Metro pass 
holders weicome. 5:00 p.m. Scream- 
ing Queens: The Riots at Compton 
Cafeteria screening with F to M. 7:00 
p.m. The Amazing Truth About Queen 
Raquela screening with Rostrum 
Press: Materials Testing. 9:00 p.m. The 
Believers screening with The Garden 
of Earthly Delights. \n partnership with 
Metro Cinema. 


complete program online at 
exposurefestival.ca 


NO PANTS DANCE PARTY 

7:30 p.m. doors / Hydeaway All Ages 
Art Space 10209-100 Ave. / 

$5 at the door. Featuring: Blind Tiger, 
Tiger; Micro-Bot; You're An Acorn; Mo 
Lefever as Brian Wilson, This beach- 
themed, all-ages. event promises to 
knock your socks off, not to mention 
your pants. A Push Pins / Marshall 
Watson production. 


v 
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MONDAY, NOV, (7 

SCREENING THE T: AN INCON- 
CLUSIVE CINEMATIC EXPOSURE 
OF THE TRANSGENDER 
EXPERIENCE PART 2 OF 2 

7:00 pim. / Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall 
in the Citadel Theatre 9828-101A Ave. 
/ Tickets $10 éach or buy an all-day 
Sunday pass for $30 and get Monday 
free. Metro pass holders welcome. 7:00 
p.m. She's a Boy | Knew Sereening with 
Fissures. Director Gwen Haworth will 
be in attendance with Q&A to follow. In 
partnership with Metro Cinema. 


A Hawertt 


TUESDAY. NOV. I8 

BATHHOUSE: 

LEAVE YOUR TOWELS AT HOME 
7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. / Steamworks 
Bathhouse 11745 Jasper Ave. / 
Suggested Donation $10. For one 
night only the bathhouse will be trans- 
formed by artists from Edmonton and 
beyond into an orgy of art. This event 
was made possible in part thanks to 
HIV Edmonton. 


‘edmonton 


WUE me 
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@iionton 


council 


onesDay. NOV. i9 
YoUSLEIGHME: FAMILY SLEIGH RIDE 
7:00 p.m. / Fort Edmonton Park, Fox 
Drive / Meet at the 


Train Station / Free. in partnership with 


NKNOWN PLEASURES (A STAGED 
A EADING) BY JONATHAN SEINEN 
7-00 p.m. / Prism 10524-101 St. / Free 


THURSDAY, NOV. 20 
ALLEGED DEPRAVED 
INDIVIDUALS: EDMONTON'S 
QUEER SCANDAL OF ‘42, 

5:00 p.m, / Boots 10242-106 St. / 
Free. In 1942, Edmonton's first fe- 
male councillor Margaret Crang 
was implicated in an RCMP. sting 
surrounding @ “fing of homosexu- 
als between Vancouver 
and Edmonton.” Learn more about 
Crang and the scandal from Edmon- 
ton writer Jocelyn Brown and guests. 


(RANS DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 

FEATURING BL CLARE AND EVM 
7:00 p.m. / Enterprise Square 10230 
Jasper Ave. / Free. Anevening to honour 
the memory of trans identified people 
who have passed away due to stigma, 
discrimination and violence, featuring a 
poetry reading by Eli Clare and music 
by Edmonton Vocal Minority. In part- 
nership with APIRG and the iSMSS. 


A Bronson 


Hot Topi 


Y. NOV. 2i 

ELI CLARE LECTURE: “GAPING, 
GAWKING, STARING: LIVING IN 
MARKED BODIES" 

3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. / HC L-3 
University of Alberta / Free. 

In partnership with APIRG and ISMSS 


Dp 
FRIDs 


SNAP STUDIO OR RIENTATIC 
QUEER ARTISTS AND At 
WITH ANTHEA BLACK 
7:00 p.m. / SNAP 10309-97 Ave. / Free 


N FOR 


SLIVISTS 


HOT TOPIC VS. 

WEDNESDAY LUPYPCIW 

8:30 p.m. / The ARTery 9535 Jasper 
Ave, / Free, Wednesday Lupypciw will 


. be performing a response to Kirsten 


McCrea's “Hot Topic” series, which 
in Itself is an ode to pop/queer/femi 
nist icon Le Tigre, by investigating the 
{dea of how we interpret feminism(s) in 
modern-day fashion, 


EXPOSING T B QUEER ( CITY 

A TEAM E MON TON / EXPOSURE 
PHOTO INSTALLATION 

All Night / PLAY Night Club 10220- 
103 St. / Regular cover charge. 
In partnership with Team Edmonton. 


AY. NOV. 2 

TALK WITH WAYNE YUNG 
2:00 p.m, / Latitude 563 10248-106 St. 
/ Free, In partnership with Latitude 53. 


oN a 


NOIR: MASQUBERADIE GALA 

AN EXPOBURE FUNDRAISER 

8:00 p.m. doors / 18+ / Starlite Room 
10030-102 St. / $20 / Tickets at Fringe 
Theatre Adventures box office, Trans- 
atta Art Barns (10330-84 Ave.), at the 
door, or from tickets. fringetheatrs.ca. 
Join Exposure as we say goodbye to 
another fabulous festival. Party along- 
side Edmonton's most beguiling queer 
tribes as you strut your stuff in your 
own party finest. NOIR promises to be 
an otherworidly, “unforgettable event 
Proceeds from ticket sales support 
Exposure ‘O9.This event was made 
possible thanks to TD Bank Financial 
Group, Options Sexual Health 
Association and Plumbheavy. 


Se a ee a al 


Nov. 14 to Dec. 1 (World AIDS Day 
2008) / Art Gallery of Alberta 10230 
Jasper Ave. (Enterprise Square) 
Curated by a trio of queer youth, 
You Are Here explores location, 
geography and a sense of self in 
relation to growing up queer. 
Curators’ Tour; 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 15. / Reception: 2:00 p.m 
Saturday, Nov. 29. In partnership 
with the Art Gallery of Alberta and 
the Institute for Sexual Minority 
Studies and Services. 


Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 
/ Latitude 53 10248-106 St. 


BST - 1 


jackson photografix / Nov, 14 to 25 
/ 29 Armstrong 10129-104 St. 


Curated by Josie Cross 
/ Nov. 14 to 22 / Garage Burger 
10242-106 St 


Sarah Race / Nov. 14 to 22 / 
Naked Cyber Café 
10354 Jasper Ave 


LUF | 

with The Ladies in the Back Room 
Artists; Wednesday Lupypciw, 
Kirsten McCrea & Corissa 
O'Donnell.Curated by Amy Fung 
/ Nov, 10 to 30 / The Artery 9535 
Jasper Ave. 


“air 


7:30 p.m. Loud & Queer 
1:00 p.m. You Are Here 
Curatorial Tour 


2:00 p.m. AA B 


‘onson 


ae 


wet 


7:30 p.m, Loud & Queer Cabaret 
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A garden isumore than 


a thing’to tend— 


it’s a destination 
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rSUTCLU eB 


Queerest Nightspot in Downtown Edmonton 


Wane — Sedyces 


EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 


www.playnightclub.ca » 497 PLAY 10220 - 103st Edmonton 


Interested? jobs@playnightclub.ca_ 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 


Info? Bookings? info@playnightclub.ca 
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DRESS SHIAT BY SAND 
PAISLEY TIE BY TIGER OF SWEDEN 
® 


. TONE ON TONE SUIT, CASHMERE COAL; | 
: 
; 


E DESIGNE 


MAT ss 
if 


4 DAYS ONLY! = 
NOVEMBER 20-23 — 


THURSDAY & FRIDAY 9:00AM - 9:00PM 
| SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM - 6:00PM 


104 STREET 


81 AVE. -104 wa 
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Dis to Suit 


Business ° For mal + Casual 


“Consigne 
Designer label men’s wear & accessories 


12070 Jasper Avenue | www.dresstosuit.com 


Word 
of foot. 


4 Word's getting around about Blundstone 
boots. Words like: Comfortable, durable, 
dry, easy, cool, relaxed, sensible, fun, 

stable and lace-free. Once they've had 
a pair, people just can’t say enough 
good things about them. Try a 
pair for yourself. Yes, 
these boots are 
made for talking. 


The Chunk Sole 
Available in Brown 
and Black 


Pullon comfort since i870. & 
www.blundstone.ca 
Campers Village - 10951-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd ~ 780-438-4259 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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netimes it seems 
¢ art-world lumi- 
n was Clement Greenberg, 
rurday’s lecture at the Milner 
ary won't be the first time AA 
onson has come to our fair city. 

{ actually lived in Edmonton 
hen I was a kid, just for two years,” 
onson explained over the phone 
m his home in New York, “it was 
winter when there was an extraor- 
ary amount of snow. It was like a 
ak snowfall.” 

Refitting his nature, Bronson 
d the neighbourhood kids pro- 
eded to dig a huge labyrinth 
der the snow, an exciting adven- 
until one of the parents found 
t, effectively ending the chil- 
n's winter project. 
When Bronson returns to Edmon- 
as part of the Exposure festival, 
ings will be decidedly different, for 
m and Edmonton. Edmonton has 
e nced an urban renewal, 
of arts and culture, 
a lifetime of experi- 


grow. 
part of the art collective Gener- 
idea, from 1969 to 1994 Bronson 
id his co-artists, Felix Partz and 
ge Zontals, created some of the 
lost important conceptual and 
edia art in Canada to date. Operat- 
FILE Megazine for 17 years start- 
g in 1972, they provided both a 
m for art criticism and a plat- 
lm for the realization of conceptu- 
lude their “Nazi Milk” advertise- 
ent, “The Boutique from the 1984 
iss General Idea Pavilion”, and 
e Armour of the Miss General 


onic in 
mme 


SAT, HOV 15 (2 PM) 


E LECTUREAS PART OF EXPOSURE: EDMONTON'S 
= QUEER ARTS & CULTURE FESTIVAL 
MILNER LIBRARY (7 CHUREHILC SO), FREE 


which was a large scale representa- 
tion of a day's dosage of AIDS drug 
therapy, complimented by a year’s 
worth of the drug articulated on the 
walls. General Idea continued to 
raise awareness through their art until 
both Zontals and Partz died from the 
_ virus in 1994. 


bau ONS WORK has since 


used on themes of healing and 
pirituality, including a stint wherein 


i} spaces on occasion. Earlier 
‘this year, he curated and collaborat- 
_ ed on the show AA Bronson*Schoo! 

‘for Young Shamans, and he’s current- 


| ly working with fellow Canadian 


Peter Hobbs on a series of séances. 
Bronson has found his recent 


work with younger artists to be 
entirely fulfilling, mostly because of 
its diversity. 

"| always have different advice for 
each younger artist,” he says of his 
mentoring style, though he adds that 
he tells them, “not to concentrate on 
the marketplace, but to focus on 
their art, not on their career.” 

Though Bronson regrets not being 
able to spend more time in the city, 
to open up more of a dialogue with 
Edmonton’s artists, he does hope 
people can find some inspiration 
and guidance in his lecture. 

"{'m going to try and give a history 
of my life as an artist through Gener- 
al Idea, and my work through a 
queer perspective,” he explains. 

‘Whether or not you're familiar 
with the work of General Idea or AA 
Bronson, his stories and experiences 
will provide insights into some 
important moments in Canadian 
contemporary art. Edmonton has a 
good deal to learn from Bronson, 
and with any luck we'll see him back 
sooner, rather than later, ¥ 
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A dream is but life 


Steve Pirot steps into a waking 
dream world with Su-Kat 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

{ ¥ ™ pretty good at dreaming, 
that's one of my secret pow- 
ers,” Steve Pirot says earnestly, 

before furrowing his face, coming to 

some kind of unfortunate realization. 

“Ah, my mutant power is dreaming; 

great, that makes a lot of money.” 

It may not lead to untold millions, 
but Pirot has nevertheless found a 
way to put his rather personal talent 
to good use in his newest play, Su- 
Kat. At it’s heart about a burgeoning 
relationship between two seemingly 
star-crossed people—misanthropic 
comic artist Brian (Pirot) and celebu- 
tante/recently recovered coma vic- 
tim Susanne (BFA grad Kirsten 
Rasmussen)—though, much like its 
source, it seems to be pulled from 
some world that looks and feels like 
ours, but only in fleeting glances. 
Brian and Susanne share an ethereal 
connection, Brian's most recent 
smash comic hit being based on a 
seemingly shared dream they had 
while Susanne slept in her coma. As 
the play moves along, they attempt 
to unravel their mysterious connec- 
tion, all the while drifting back to the 
comic/dream, with animations by 
Mark Jenkins and Matthew Schur- 
rman and a live sound design by 
Lane Arndt bringing the world to life. 

That latter aspect seems particular- 
ly important to Pirot, who dislikes the 
traditional view of dreams as useful 
for psychoanalysis or as a way of 
understanding our waking lives. For 
him, dream and waking life are sim- 
ply two different presentations of 
reality, influenced and connected, no 
doubt, but not necessarily providing a 
clarifying window into one another. 

“1'd like to think of dreams as stuff 
that happens to me while I'm asleep, 
that’s no less real than stuff that hap- 
pens to me while I’m awake. It's a dif- 
ferent kind of real, but still,” he says 
pensively, taking frequent pauses to 
form his thought. “When people ask 
things like, ‘What does this dream 
mean?’ I’m always tempted to shout 
out, “What does this mean? What does 
this moment right now mean?’ I 
understand why people try to interpret 
them in a certain way, looking for 
symbolic or portentous meaning, but I 
don’t put much credence to that.” 


IT’S THAT WAY of approaching 
dreams that has sustained Pirot's 
interest in them—he admits to keep- 
ing a fairly extensive dream journal, 
as well as frequently relating his 


dreams to 
friends and 
acquaintances as 
if they were run-of- 
the-mill stories, to 
see how they 
react—and that 
makes the hazy 
dream world 
of Su-Kat bris- 
tle with a rampant / 
otherworldliness: 
Pirot seems sharply 
keyed-in to the sur- 
realistic melange 
that is dreaming, a 
place that is life 
with slightly dif- 

ferent rules. 


~ 


THU, NOV . NOV 29 (8 Pa) 


DIRECTED BY MURRAY UTAS 

WRITTEN BY STEVE PIROT 

STARRING PIRDT, KIRSTEN RASMUSSEN 
LIVING ADOM PLAY HOUSE (11316 - 106 AVE) 
PA-WHAT-YOU-CAN 


PREVUE 


Of course, the world of dreaming and 
the creative life have often been inter- 
twined, from dream literat@re—Pirot 
mentions a half-dozen different works 
of art he particularly appreciates over 
the course of our interview—to artists 
tapping into their own dream states for 
inspiration. For Pirot, that sort of think- 
ing is particularly helpful for the creative 
process, a kind of extension of it that 
forces us to look at the world in a 
slightly different manner, something 
good art frequently helps us do anyway. 

“It’s associative logic that dominates 
dream thinking, as opposed to a con- 
sequential logic that dominates wak~= 
ing life,” he says of its use in his own 
work. “If I drop a ball in real life, it's 
going to fall, but that’s not necessarily 
going to happen in a dreaming world: 
it could go sideways, or disappear, or 
expand in size or tum into my wife. 

“There’s just a different type of 
logic, and sometimes you just have 
to trick yourself to get into that kind 
of associative thinking,” Pirot contin- 
ues. “Some people do it by smoking 
lots of pot, Edison did it by holding 
steel balls over steel pans and drift- 
ing off until he dropped them, and» 
would write down whatever came to 
mind when he sort of came to. Some 
people dream log, some people med- 
itate: it's not our first nature, though 
it might be our second, and it’s just a 
unique way of looking at things.” v 
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Up for debate 


« Queer and feminisit identities a Hot Topic 


SARAH HAMILTON / hamilten@vueweetly.com 
wo Alberta artists will be 
working together as much as 
pulling each other’s works 
apart as part of this year's Exposure 
Festival. Curated by Amy Fung, Hot 
Topic vs. Wednesday Lupypciw is 
a painting-and-performance-based 
exhibition at the ARTery featuring 
* Edmonton's Kirsten McCrea and 
performance artist Wednesday 

Lupypciw of Calgary. 

Kirsten McCrea completed Hot 
Topic for her BFA at Concordia Uni- 
versity in Montréal. The series, 
based on the song “Hot Topic” by 
the band Le Tigre, is a set of 60 
portrait paintings of counter-cul- 
ture icons listed in the lyrics of the 
song, including Yoko Ono, Nina 
Simone, Billy Jean King, Cibo 
Matto, Gertrude Stein and many 
others who have addressed queer 
and feminist issues in their work 

+# “Every person walking in will rec- 
ognize at least one person,” says 
McCrea, “They're going to want to 
know how that person relates to 
everyone else.” 

McCrea hopes that as visitors 
become curious about the exhibition, 
they will learn more about the work 
these women have done. “This is an 


FR NV 21 (8:0 PM) 
HOT TOPIC VS 
WEDNESDAY LUPYPCIW 


CURATED BY AMY FUNG 

PART OF THE EXPOSURE: QUEER ARTS AND 
CULTURE FESTIVAL 

THE ARTERY (8535 JASPER AVE) 


VIZ ARTS 


important thing to do,” she says. “You 
need to honour your own cultural 
heroes. If you don't preserve your 
own history, no one will.” 

Next Friday, November 21, 
McCrea's works will be joined by 
Beige Decade(s), a performance art 
work by Calgary-based artist Wednes- 
day Lupypciw. Lupypciw is excited 
about working in response to 
McCrea’s paintings. Well established 


ee 


| BEECHWOOD 
AT A GREA 


fine art materials 


Platform Easel Set 
Includes A, B,C 


Studio H-Frame Set 
Includes A, B,C 


887954 
Retail $349.95 
‘Holiday Special 


* De Oo 
Btes.S5 


$180 


Lyre Easel Set 
Inctudes A, B, C 


in Calgary, Lupypciw is also looking 
forward to her time in Edmonton and 
in front of an Edmonton audience. 

“1 was excited at Amy's approach to 
curating the show in a queer arts festi- 
val", she said on the phone from Cal- 
gary, “I really like Edmonton's arts 
scene.” 


LUPYPCIW'S WORK explores issues of 


feminism and queer identity through 
performance and textile art, referenc- 
ing the fibre artists of the ‘60s and 
‘70s. McCrea’s paintings, a traditional 
form of art-making, will be challenged 
by Lupypciw’s performance, ephemer- 
al and traditionally feminine. Togeth- 
er, their works form a dialogue about 
feminist and queer culture that 
extends beyond their art, articulating 
Fung’s curatorial vision of problema- 
tizing traditional labels and defini- 
tions, thereby encouraging the 
audience to, as Fung says, “add an ‘s’ 
to whatever [you] identify as.” 

For Edmonton, this is an exciting 
opportunity to see a one-night-only 
collaboration between two Alberta- 
based artists. Lupypciw, working in 
performance and textiles, has no 
contemporary in Edmonton, and 
McCrea‘s work has not been exhib- 
ited in Edmonton in its entirety 
before this exhibition, Add in Coris- 
sa O'Donnell’s exhibit of works 


from her “Ladies” series of ink - 


drawings in the Backroom and the 
arts community has an exceptional 
conversation about feminism and 
queer identity at its disposal, 
encouraging artists and audience 
to inhabit new perspectives. v 
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10516 Whyte Ave 
780.432.0240 


Gotten used to it 


Loud & Queer celebrates 17 years 
with their biggest cabaret yet 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@voeweekly.com 

t always seems like they grow up 
[: fast. The Loud & Queer 

Cabaret, Edmonton's still- 
expanding celebration of the queer 
arts, has reached its 17th birthday: 
though still a year away from being 
able to legally purchase lotto tickets 
and porn, surviving and thriving on 
the Prairies for such a time is a mile- 
stone of its own. 


FAI, NOV 14 - SAT, MOV 15 (7:30 PM) 


—— 
p—] 
= | LOUD & QUEER CABARET 
ce | PART OF EXPOSURE: THE QUEER ARTS & CULTURE 
| FESTIVAL 

LA CITE FRANCOPHONE, (8627 - 91 ST), $20- $25 


“T call it the longest running festi- 
val of its kind in Western Canada, 
because west of Toronto, we're it,” 
says Darrin Hagen, co-host, sound 
designer and L&Q mainstay. “People 
are not surprised to find out that 
Toronto or Montréal or San Francis- 
co have a queer festival. They are 
surprised to find out that Edmonton 
has a big one. And that's exciting, 
because Edmonton is a town that 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 40 


www.paintspot.ca 
info@paintspot.ca 


: i er writes poetry for 
people lon’t like poetry. Her 
second , What It Feels Like 
" ronicles an intense 
ween two teenage 
ok, a series of short 
longer story, delves 
jing sexuality, 
pornography, friendship and the icon 
of all virgins and whores, Madonna. 
The Vancouver resident, also a 
screenwriter and story editor, was in 
dmonton two weeks ago to pro- 
ote and launch her new book, pub- 
jished by Anvil Press. 
Harper's bodk is extremely visual 
and her background as a screenwriter 
helped her to frame and develop the 
story, which first beckoned her in 
2004. Like many writers involved in 
diverse areas, Harpet worked on the 
project in fits and starts as she felt the 
book deserved large chunks of time 
and concentration. 

The story wasn’t an éasy one for 
Harper to tell, since it was inspired by 
areal friendship she had with another 
irl when she was a teenager, though, 


in MacEwan's 
School of 
Communications 


information Session 


Room 436 
10045 - 156 Street 

No pre-registration required 
780-497-5602 


November 18 - 6:30 p.m. 


Girl Talk 


arper hopes to expand poetry's 
e with teenage story 


2 | WHAT IT FEELS LIKE 
S|FORAGIAL 
op | AY JENNICA HARPER 

ANVIL PRESS: 120PP- $15 


as with most things of this ilk, the 
story contains elements of both truth 
and fiction. 

“There are a lot of ways in which 
things are true and not true, the 
Same way things can be good and 
not good at the same time,” Harper 
explains. “Thirteen is both young 
and old, and pornography is both 
arousing and scary. I would never 
write something that was an indict- 
ment of porn. I don’t think many 
things are black and white.” 

These grey areas, the complicated 
bits, are the exact spaces and ideas 
she finds intriguing. 


THE STORY DEVELOPED as a long poem 


because Harper felt the story had mul- 
tiple angles, and she wanted to 
explore a myriad of them while still 
focusing on a larger plot. She drafted 
the poem, and then had to rearrange 


smaller sections to make sure the 
story moved along. 

Promoting a book that is such a 
personal story is challenging, espe- 
cially when the narrative dives right 
into controversial themes and lan- 
guage, which make any writer feel 
vulnerable when they're on stage at a 


microphone. One particular section 


requires Harper to say both “c” words, 
but she believes being in an uncom- 
fortable, vulnerable place is part of 
the experience of creating the book. 

“1 still feel raw about it, but I need- 
ed to be brave about it. It’s a bit of an 
experiment for me, but I knew | had to 
try to write about what was danger 
ous,” she says. “[When performing], | 
feel like I have to pretend I'm really 
brave, and then I will come across as 
not having trouble with it.” 

The title was inspired by a Madon- 
na song that appears on the artist's 
album Music. As much ds it was used 
to evoke a period and spirit, Harper 
also hopes that the reference will 
draw in a wider audience—even peo 
ple who don’t necessarily like poetry. 

"There's still a legacy of people 
feeling like poetry is something that 
needs to be studied in school, but | 
think my book is very accessible. First 
of all, it’s dirty,” she says with a laugh. 
“The meaning is clear and it’s very 
straight forward.” 

She would be pleased if the book 
grabbed the attention of a larger 
audience and was even read by 
teenagers themselves. “It could go 
there,” she says. “It would thrill me if 
there were teens that got something 
out of it, as well as adults who were 
looking back.” vw 
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Bae CENTR 


a one-day colloquium 
Monday, November 17, 2008 


Delta Edmonton Centre Suite Hotel 
10222-1102 STREET 


for more information, please visit: 
www.madeinedmonton.org 


Harcourt House Aris Centre 
and Visual Arts Alberta 
presents 


GOING ONCE 
GOING TWICE 


INR NUCGITION © 


Saturday, November 22, Reception at 6pm 


T IGE TS: 


$40 in advance 
$45 at the door 


at the 


HELLENIC CENTRE 


10450-116 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Proceeds 
Benefit 
Education & 
Exhibition 
Programs 


MC Bridget Ryan of City TV 
Live music by jazz ensemble, THE PARKERS 


Featuring Karen Porkka, Bob Tildesley, Thom Golub and Kevin Parkinson 


hh 


Harcourt House Gallery 
780.426.4180 
arcourthouse.ab.ca 
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Visual Arts Alberta 
780.421.1731 
isualartsalberta.com 
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LOUD & QUEER 


surprises in that way. We're festival 
yctazy, you know?" 

We know. That particular f-word 
seems-to spark a passion not only 
within audiences here, but with 
artists across the country. 

“Anytime that there's a festival, that 
gives it a huge legitimacy that sudden- 
ly expands to outside of Edmonton,” 
Hagen adds, and the work pouring in 
from as far as Toronto and New 
York—the largest number of scripts in 
Loud & Queer’s history—underscores 
shis point eloquently. Sixteen works 
will be presented each night (“Me and 
[co-host] Kristy Harcourt are going to 
have to shut up and move things 
along,” Hagen jokes), showcasing 
local and out-of-town artists, new 
faces to the queer arts community and 
veteran contributors alike. 


HAGEN ATTRIBUTES the rise in the 


number of entries to both the fes- 


q(ace te fnod 
sy Judith Thompson 


6 


tival’s age and its connection to 
the much-younger Exposure festi- 
val, a likeminded nine-day 
engagement that began in 2007. 
According to Hagen, it’s helped 
give the queer community an 
even louder artistic voice in 
Edmonton. Not that it’s strictly for 
queer audiences, though. 

“[Exposure’s] a bigger stage on 
which to do the work that we've 
already been doing, which is creating 
and nurturing writers and giving 
them a voice, and telling those sto- 
ries to a community that wants to 
hear those stories,” Hagen explains. 
“A lot of my artist friends haven't 
actually been to Loud & Queer 
because they think, ‘Oh, it’s queer, so 
I don’t have to go.’ But there’s this 
brilliant thing where you get to 
watch a community watching its 
own stories. It's their own lives 
reflected back at them, and the way 
that respond to that is an amazing 
thing. And that emboldens the writ- 
ers, it nourishes the audience. On the 
right night it can be magic.” vw 


live al Uo ROKY 


the bar? 

unforge’ 

purposely ; 
Tne Critica 


a 


Starring: Nadien Chu « Natascha Girgis - John Wright 
Director. Marianne Copithorne 

Oct 28 - Nov 16 tie a0x7 theatre 19708 124 St. Edmorton 
780.453.2440 theatrenetwork.ca 
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Write here, write now 


= | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 
po = ol 


For the past two weeks, | have spent my 
Wednesday evenings inside SNAP 
Gallery learning how to write. To write is 
to: rewrite, to read and to know what you 
want to say and question how you want 
to say it. Writing is a craft, as | have 
mused about here and elsewhere, but it 
is also about placing yourself within a 
community discussion—a fact easily for- 
gotten within the isolation of writing. 
Huddled together with handful of fel- 
low freelance writers and editors ranging 
from new friends to old colleagues, | par- 
ticipated in SNAP's Artist-in-Residence 
Anthea Black's “Freelance Art Writing 
Workshop for Emerging Artists and Arts 
Writers.” Looking around, the people in 
attendance were certainly not new to 
writing, but over the course of the 
evening, many new thoughts and insights 
were generously shared. | admit | was 
disappointed to not see more “emerging” 
faces there, hoping that people were in 
fact just too busy and that they were not 
in attendance because of their resistant 
ego. The group of writers in attendance, 
all notably women, were not emerging 
writers in any technical sense. One has 
her PhD and several of us have been pro- 
fessionally writing for years, but when it 
comes to arts writing, everyone revealed 
that they still have these “a-ha” 
moments when we collectively crawl out 


of our hermit writing shells, put aside 
any sense of ego, and openly talk about 
important issues such as mentors, fees, 
conflicts of interest and how to maintain 
a sense of sanity. 

The isolation of writing, especially arts 
writing, where the mantra “art critics have 
no friends” is beyond humour, the sense 
of solitude is deeply exacerbated by a 
region already isolated from a larger arts 
dialogue occurring nationally and interna- 
tionally. Arts writers are not writing not 
out of public service, but engaging to take 
part in the greater cultural dialogue that 
feeds into the entire system of a commu- 
nity, a city, an economy and an identity. 


LOOKING BACK, | feel | have written 
about a lot of artists and exhibitions 
because nobody else was willing to—in 
fact, that's-exactly how Prairie Artsters 
began. New voices are being added to the 


mix and we are looking beyond our past _ 


legacies, and I've continued to question 
why | do what | do. | know | am now 


adding to a multiplicity of voices that noog 
to grow and speak with and against 9), 
another, but for the community to flours; 
We need even more voices to bring in nay, 
perspectives and challenge existing one 

That's why as of this month until nox, 
summer, | am opening up Prairie dy. 
sters.com to fellow writers who are 
interested in contributing to the ongoin, ' 
dialogue. | will remain in an editorial 
capacity and continue to write and post 
periodically {and keep this column for the 
time being), but the online infrastructure 
is there for writers to come and go as 
they please. This is a time-sensitive trial, 
but | Know if PrairieArtsters.com is to 
sustain itself beyond a stagnant shelf 
life, new voices must be willing to ste 
in and step up, and be willing to lear 
how to write collectively. w 


Amy Fung is the author of PrairieArt 
sters.com. Interested writers should 
contact her regarding contributors 
guidelines. 


Apartment for rent! 


112 St. 
& 100 Ave. 


Ideal Location! 


1100 Square Ft. 


Available 
Immediately! 


Just blocks from 
LRT, Jasper Ave, 
and Edmonton 
General Hospital! 


$1500/mo. 


no pets, no smoking 


2 bedroom, two bath plus den. Wonderfully spacious with insuite laundry, wood 
burning fireplace, large kitchen, dining room, two underground parking stalls 


For more information or to view call: 
Rob 780-940-6212 (Mon-Fri 9-6pm) or 780-418-1267 (til 10pm and on weekends} 


ARTS 


Hott © Until Nov 29 
EN GRAY CARE CENTRE 
Le Sa Back 
PIGHBUUAHOOD 7 Artworks by Gillian Willans, 
rd aesylics by Allen Gray residents 


E 526 Jape He * HOT TOPIC VS. WEDNES- 
by LUPYPGI THE LADIES IN THE BACK 
50M * Until Nov 30 * Opening reception Fri, Nov 21 

BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, 

511 459.3679 # Oil paintings by Mel Heath 


fT GALLERY OF. Enterprise Square, 100, 
1 6223 © Open Mon-Fri 


fildren) 


HN Sata © Open tus epn, ty 
p.439. id U ;, 
pointment * 7008 AUTUMN STUDIO SAE AND 
PEN HOUSE: Artworks by ArtsHab resident and studio 

ists © Nov 14-16 (Fri 4-9pm, Sat and Sun 11am- 
i 
IE D’'ARTS VISUELS DE [ALBERTA 9103-95 
e, 780.461.3427 * Agathe St-Pierre, Claude 


pcock, Joseph Mafé, Laura Watmough and 
poise Fiset 


DUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St, 
0.489.4445 New Works: Sculptures by Brent 


Blaude * Until Nov 22 


ithenbur 


GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U of A, 
2 St. 89 Ave, 780.492.2081 « FROM 

AVATION ROOM: Amie I (MFA Drawing and 
media) and A TRANSECT—DUE EAST: Matthew 
oe! (MFA Printmaking) * Until Dec 6 

IGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, basement of 
Paint Spat, 780.492.0240 * Artworks by Bella 
tino, Linda Ould, Theriault, Shelley 
1, Verne Busby and Mai Braun © Until 
22 Closing reception Nov 22 (2-4pm) 

ERY I$ 4930 Ross St, Red Deer, 403.341.4641 ¢ 
rs by Susan Woolgar, solo show * Until Nov 29 


ALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library Main 
Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 © 
ANCING THE MAN RHYTHM: Paintings by Laurie 
eayden, Until Nov 30 ¢ POTTERS 
It EXHIBIT, Until Nov 30 
HOUSE 3rd Floor, 10215-112 St, 780.426- 


0 © Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm* 
RAN ORGANIC ABSURDITY: Ste i hen: 


Gloria il Nov 
GZ: DaNielle Labrie 


hacia 
6 Gloria Mok; Until Nov 15 


FF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 


tre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 © 
ADEN DELIGHTS: ings by Heidi Smith * Until 


ENA 5718 TES, 780.944.9497 ® Mon- 
4 Sat 


* NOT SO BLACK AND WH) 


INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 * 
Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm; weekends by appt © 

ginal Veterans Display * Gift Shop © Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 
McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St, 
780.407.7152 © ries Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm © GROSSING THE BOUNDARIES: Members of the 
International Visual and Performing Arts Society of 
Canada will display their works of art © Until Dec 31 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery) 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 © Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm Paintings by Dirk 
Hiel; Until Nov 25 

MICMULLEN GALLERY Friends of the University 
Hospitals, U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St, 780.407.7152 
© Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun poor bom: 
evenings/Wweekends subject to volunteer availability * 
International Visual Arts: Artworks by members of the 
Intamational Visual and Performing Arts Society of 
Canada ¢ Until Dec 31 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St, 780.433.4390 
* THE TOTALITY OF ALL THINGS THAT EXIST: Abstract 
paintings by Karolina Kowalski * Until Nov 30 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 780.459.1528 * PRINTS FROM CPR MAGIC 
LANTERN SLIDES 1885-1980: An exhibit from Simon 
Fraser University Gallery * Until Dec 7 


WINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; 
Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm © NHCA Collective 
Winter Exhibition and Sale « Until Dec 23 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space, 10183- 
142 St, 780.452.0286 « pel Tue-Sat 11am-5pm * 

Abstract paintings by 
Frances Thomas ® Nov 15-Dec 6 * Opening reception 
Sat, Nov 15 (2-4pm), artist in attendance 


PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTER 10055-80 Ave * Come 
join us on Saturdays from 12-5Spm for a cup of tea and 
enjoy our Designer sale 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert, 780.460.4310 * Open Tue-Sat (1Gam-Spm), Thu 
{10am-B8pm) © A BIRD IN THE HAND: Artworks by 
Cindy Barratt, Robert Dmytruk, Elaine Funnell and 
David Kerslake * Until Nov 29 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper 

Rd, 780.427.1750 © Open: Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wed 

Sam-Spm * DOCUMENTING ALBERTA: Photographs of 

Piette ares from the Public Affairs Bureau * 
inti! Dee 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 © Open daily 9-5pm © AATE EN LA 
CHARRERIA: Examples of the craftsmanship and 
design distinctive to the Mexican cowboy; Until Apr 13, 
2008 ¢ JOSHUA'S JOURNEY: Joshua Loper's first trail 
tide on the Chisholm Trail; Until Jan 4, 2009 © 
ALBERTA COWBOYS IN ART: Until Jan. 4, 2009 « 
HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A History of the Elevated Foot 
Nov 22-Mar 8 * Public tours 
Sat, Sun and holidays (11am-4:30pm), 780.427.2281 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3619, 
wwew.scottgallery.com © Open: Tue-Sat (10-5pm) © 
Anworks by Sean Caulfield * Until Nov 25 


SHANTI HAIR THERAPY 10407-83 Ave © NEW 
SEASONS: Artworks by Igor Woroniuk # Nov 16-Dec 
20 © Opening reception: Sun, Nov 16 (1-4pm) 


SWAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 » ALL 
POWER TO THE PEOPLE! GRAPHICS OF THE BLACK 
PANTHER PARTY 1956 — 1974: Features Black Panther 
Party posters and newspaper graphics produced in the 
1960s and 1970s * Until Nov 29 © Free 

SPOT LIGHT GALLERY 107, 25 Chisholm Ave St 
Albert, 780.419.2055 « MOSAIC: Multimedia artworks 
by Laura Watmough: dye on rice paper, watercolours, 
oils, realism, abstracts and more * Until Dec 1 © 
Opening reception Nov 15 (1-4pm) 

SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King St. Spruce 
Grove, 780.962.0664 © Artworks by Rhonda Thum 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St, 780.460.5993 * OUT 
IN Be en ea by Carol Johnson * Until 
Nov 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St, www.tugallery.ca * Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm, Thu till 8pm © Artworks by Betty 
Kovacic * Nov 15-Dec 6 © Opening reception Nov 15 
{noon-4pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS GALLERY A 
TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St, 780.492.5834 
BRILLIANT STROKES: Chinese Paintings from the _ 
Mactaggart Art Collection representing the styles in 
China 15th to 20th centuries * Until Jan 24, 2003 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St, 780.421.1731 © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © 
WILD THINGS: New work by Alberta photographer 
Robert Chelmick * Until Nov 15 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave, 


780.488.4892 ® Works by Agnieszka and Jacek 
Ridnicki © Until Nov 20 


LITERARY 


AATERY 9535 Jasper Ave © Laurie's Book Company 
presents M.G. Vassanji reading, discussing and si ing 
‘A Place Within: Rediscovering India ¢ Thu, Nov 
(7:30pm) © Free 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (780-469-8755) * 
Story Slam: every third Wed of the month 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 * 
TALES. Monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or 


~ come to listen; first Thu each month * Until June 2009 


(8pm); $3 {free first time) 


EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY + Higt 
Branch, 12522-132 Ave; cot ce -a 


Grandmother, Jeanne Cartwright rides a big Honda 
the oat Nov 8 2pm ¢ Uaedendery Brame 
ie road; Nov 15 (2pm) « 
slideshow by author David Kendal on his 
as a motorbike racer; Nov 20 (7pm) * 
Milner Library 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq © 
Basement, Rm C; EPL Winter Book Sale; Nov 17-21 
(Sam-Spm) « Rm 7, Fl 6; Writers Guild of Alberta: A 
Writer's Eye on Journaling with Magaret Barry; Nov 18 
(7pm); free (Guild member)/$5 (non-member); info at 
780.422.8174, www.watersguild.ab.ca © 
780.496.7000; Author talk: featuring Lorraine Neier, 
author of Music: A Window to the Soul; Nav 22 (1pm) 


HAPPY HARBOR COMIC BOOKS 10112-124 St « 

{WW Comic Book Launch Party: The Edmonton branch 

of the Industal Workers of the World launch party for 

met in PRES A Not-So-Comic Book * Thu, Nov 20 
30pm 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and 
Grill, 10475-80 Ave * TALES: EDMONTON 
STORYTELLING CAFE Bewitched: open mic opportunity 
© First Thu each month (7-9pm) ¢ Pay-What-You-Will 
(min $6); info at 780.932.4409 

UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780.422.8174 « 
THE POETS’ HAVEN: Monday Night reading series pre- 
sented by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon (7pm) # $5 door 
« Nov 17 features David Brydges, Cathy Hodgson, 
Brenda Love, and Shirley Serviss 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Enmax Hall, Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, 780.429.1992 © An Evening with Salman 
Rushdie: University of Alberta Centenary Event, 
Festival of Ideas * Thu, Nov 13 (7pm) # $30-$50 
{adult}/$20-$25 (student/senior) at Winspear box office 


THEATRE 


ences 


THE BLONDE, THE BRUNETTE AND THE 
VENGEFUL REDHEAD Citadel's Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave © By Robert Hewett. A series of 
monologues, seven diverse characters, all played by 
Fiona Reid. Part of the Mainstage Series * Nov 15- 
Dec 7 (7:30pm, matinees 1:30pm) 


CHIMPROY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre presents comedy 
for the sophisticated; Runs every Sat (11pm) except for 
the last Sat of each month until mid June 2009 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 1029-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399, www.die-nastyimprov.com * The 
Canadian Comedy Award-winning live improvised soap 
Opera retums for it's 18th season, set in a turbulent 
France on the cusp of the Revolution! Let them eat 
cake! Heads will roll! Directed by Dana Andersen and 
starring some of the city's finest and funniest perform- 
ers ® Every Mon (8pm) 


DISHPIG AND JESUS IN MONTANA: 
ADVENTURES IN A DOOMSDAY CULT Fringe 
Theatre Adventures, Westbury Theatre, TransAlta Arts 
Bams, 10330-84 Ave, 780.409.1910 ¢ A Fringe 
Double-Feature * Nov 20-23 » $23.50 (adult}/$19.50 
(student/senior) 


EXTREMITIES Third Space, 11516-103 St « 

Guts and Guile Productions, by William Mastrosimone 
® An examination of the relationship between a terri- 
fied victim and a merciless aggressor * Nov 21-30 


(7:30pm, no show Mon Noy 24) # $18 (adutt)/$16 (stu- 


dent/senior) at TIX on the Square, 780.420.1757, door, 
Pay-What-You-Can Tue Nov 25 


HAIRSPRAY—BROADWAY ACROSS CANADA 
Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave, 1.856.540.7469 « 
Broadway's musical comedy * Until Nov 16 Tickets 
available at the Jubilee Auditorium bax office 
780.451.8000 


HEY LADIES Roxy Theatre, 108708-124 St © Theatre 
Network presents this evening filled with comedy, 
music, and prizes * Fri, Nav 21 (8pm) * $20 at TIX on 
the Square 


LOUD AND QUEER CABARET La Cité Francophone, 
8627-91 St © Workshop West Theatre with Guys In 
Disquise, hosted by Kristy Harcourt and Darrin Fagen 
© Nov 14-15 © $20 at Tickets on the Square 


THE MADWOMAN OF CHAILLOT Timms Centre for 
the Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St * When a secret plot is 
devisad by a group of prominent men to drill for oil in 
the streets of Pans, Countess Aurelia (the Madwoman) 
gathers a rag-tag group of Parisians to wage a full-out 
war on capitalism © Until Nov 15 (7:30pm); matinee 
Sat, Nov 18 {2pm) # $8-$10 


PALACE OF THE END The Roxy, 10708-124 St 
780.453.2440, www.attheroxy,com © LIVE AT THE 
ROX by Judith Thompson © Until Nov 16 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘W ROLL 2 AND THE 
BEAT GOES ON Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-1093 
‘Ave, 780.483.4051 * Written and compiled by Will 
Marks, a sequel to last year’s hit # Until Feb 15, 2009 
. Tiekots at Mayfield box office, toll-free: 
1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN 2 
HANGMAN'S CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St, Phase Ill, WEM, 780.484-2424 e Oct 31- 
Feb 1; Wed-Sat (6:30pm); Sun (5pm) 


THE RAINBOW HORSE Varscona Theatre * 
\nteractive show for children age 2-12 by Sandy 
Paddick # Sat, Nov 15, 22, 29(11am) * $5 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.448.0695, www.rapidfiretheatre.com. * ieee Are 
Theatre's insane improv show © Every 

{1pm) * Until July 2009 

THREE LITTLE BIRDS Catalyst Theatre, 8529 
Gateway Boulevard © West Theatre pres- 
ents tis bitter sweet comedy by Kenneth T Viens. 
starring Tantoo Cardinal, Clifford Cardinal, and 
Michaela Washbum ® Nov 20-30 © $24 (adult/$19 
(student/sanior) at TIX on the Square, door 


ARTS 


1. Michael Franti & Spearhead - All Rebel Rockers (anti) 

2. Kings Of Leon — Only By The Night (rca) 

3. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (fiemish eye) 

4. TV On The Radio - Dear Science (touch & go) 

5. Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 

6. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 

7. Jenny Lewis — Acid Tongue (wamer) 7) 
8. Ry Cooder — |, Flathead (nonesuch) 

9. Okkervil River - The Stand Ins (jagjaguar) 

10. Hank 3- Damn Right, Rebel Proud (sidewalk) 

11. Taj Mahal - Maestro (heads up) 

12. Old Crow Medicine Show - Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 

13. Maria Dunn - The Peddler (distant whisper) 

14, Ray La Montange - Gossip In The Grain (sony/bmg) 

15. Fleet Foxes - S/T (sub pop) 

16. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

17. Fucked Up — The Chemistry Of Common Life (matador) 

18. Jackson Browne — Time The Conqueror (inside) 

19. Wendy McNeill — A Dreamer’s Guide To Hardcore Living (six shooter) ms 
20. Dar Williams - Promised Land (razor & tie) 

21.Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 

22. Dennis Wilson - Pacific Ocean Blue (epic) 

23. Holly Golightly & The Broke Offs - Dirt Don’t Hurt (transdreamer} 

24. Alejandro Escovedo - Real Animal (back porch) 

25. Elliott Brood — Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 

26. Brian Wilson - That Lucky Old Sun (capitol) 

27. Jay Reatard - Matador Singles ’08 (matador) 

28. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir -Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 
29. Emmylou Hanis - All| Intended To Be (nonesuch) 

30, Joan Osbome — Little Wild One (plum records) = 


THE FIREMEN 


ELECTRIC ARGUMENTS 


Did you know the ex-Beatle had an 
ambient side project with Killing Joke 
bassist and Chinese Democracy producer © 
Youth, called The Fireman? More P 
importantly, did you know the duo's next | 
effort Electric Arguments is as raw as : 
sushi? Well, now you do. 
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[FILM 


Die another day 


The reborn Bond continues to kick ass 


° 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
Cinrogs from car chase to 
interrogation-gone-horribly- 
awry, from a foot chase across 
the crumbling rooftops of Siena, while 
a horse race collapses into bloody 
chaos in the streets, to a perilous rope- 
dangling punch-up amidst scaffolding 
and broken glass, Quantum of 
Solace, picking up where Casino 
\ y®oyale left off, making it the first James 
Bond movie to benefit from continu- 
um, hits the ground running, leaving 
you as breathless as this sentence. It 
has a vague, dumb-sounding name— 
taken, ornery Bondaholics note, direct- 
ly from Ian Fleming—but is the 
antithesis of the flabby action specta- 
cle that plagues so many multi-million 
dollar event movies. The second out- 
ing for this renovated, revitalized 
Bond, beautifully embodied in the bat- 
tered physique and wounded near- 
menace of Daniel Craig, is the shortest, 
sharpest and most devastating entry in 
the long-running franchise. The tale, 
courtesy of Paul Haggis and Bond vet- 
#2rans Neal Purvis and Robert Wade, 
that turns on cold-blooded comeup- 
pance and the looming threat of 
impenetrable powers working to horde 
the*world’s dwindling resources, is 
indeed very bleak Bond—but who ever 
told you bleak can’t be thrilling? 

Casino Royale sought a Bond with 
psychological nuance, or rather, one 
with any recognizable psychology 
whatsoever, and Quantum of Solace fol- 
lows up on the promise. Which doesn't 
mean that the film is ponderousness or 
explanatory; on the contrary, Craig's 


OPENS FAL, NOV 14 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
DIRECTED BY MARE FORSTER 

WAITEN BY PAL HAG, EAL PURVIS, 
ROBERT WADE 

STARRING DAMEL CRAG, GA KURYLEN, 
MATHIEU AMALRIC 

KKK 


BOND 


Bond is cagey as befits a killer superspy, 
his internal turmoil not entirely obscure 
to the camera—there's a scene where a 
friend dies in his arms—but hardly an 
open book, either. That he’s consumed 
by wrathful grief over the death of his 
lover Vesper Lynd is all you really need 
to know about the previous film, and 
it's in any case made abundantly clear 
in the telegraphic dialogue sequences. 
The revenge theme is actually dou- 
bled with the introduction of Camille 
(Olga Kurylenko), easily among the 
most developed Bond girls, whose 
determination to kill a Bolivian general 
planning a coup d'etat supported by the 
CIA and an international organization 
disguising itself as an environmentalist 
group nicely dovetails into Bond’s 
agenda. That this agenda is as driven 
by personal motives as professional 
duty is essential to the drama, and the 
balance between the two is as ambigu- 
ous to us as it is to Bond's superior, M, 
played with minimalist flair and spooky 
containment by Judy Dench. She'll have 
to cut him loose once things get too 
unruly for MI6 to sanction, but you 
sense that she's always rooting for him 
with the same troubling faith in vigi- 
lante justice that Commissioner Gordon 


holds with regards to the Dark Knight. 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE was directed by 


Marc Forster, whose filmography 
includes Monster's Ball, Finding Never- 
land, Stranger Than Fiction and The Kite 
Runner, none of which allude to an 
artist with a hidden urges to blow shit 
up. Yet I'd venture to say that this is the 
best thing Forster's done, a project that 
utilizes his sensitivity to theme and 
tension and annexes his tendency 
toward bathos and emotional kitsch. 

It is a common complaint of critics, 
myself included, that most modern 
filmmakers can't piece together a com- 
prehensible action sequence, but the 
frenzy of close-ups, wide shots and col- 
lisions that cascade throughout Quan- 


. tum of Solace remind us of the 


oppositional argument, that such 
action in real life is hardly tidy and easy 
to follow, that instincts overrule 
thought, that movies don't always have 
to give us privileged points of view, that 
we too can get excited and unnerved 
by the wild blur of action escalating to 
a climax. There’s a kind of adrenalized 
poetry in this, and few can do it with 
the zest shown here by Forster, cutters 
Matt Chesse and Richard Pearson, and 
Dan Bradley, whose fights. were incor- 
porated into the similarly dizzying braid 
of imagery in the Bourne films. 

Looking over the reviews thus far, I 
see a lot of gripes about straying from 
tradition; what about the gadgets and 
car fetish? What about the bon vivant 
Bond who never sweats? What about the 
silly villains and their pets? What about 
the zany, candy-coloured sets? What 


But we're Americans 


DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BRAUN 


(Fe) 
= 
4 
Li. | tvdetective@vueweekly.com 


Santiago, 1973. The murderous coup d'etat 
that felled Salvador Allende’s democratic 
socialist government spills its terror into the 
streets. Masses begin to disappear. Bodies 
accumulate everywhere like neglected 
trash. After getting trapped out after curfew 
and spending a night scurrying from one hid- 
ing place to another, Beth Horman (Sissy 


Spacek) returns to find her home ransacked 
and her husband Charlie (John Shea), a 
young writer who may have heard a few 
things about the possible involvement of the 
CIA or the US State Department while visit- 
ing Vina del Mar, is nowhere to be found. 
Charlie's father Ed (Jack Lemmon) comes 
down from New York. He's demure, a 
Republican, a patriot, wears the silent 
majority's suit, tie and hat, marking himself 
a yes man with every stammered “sir’—yet 
he gets no more genuine assistance from 
the US embassy or government officials 
than the suspiciously hippified Beth did on 
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her own. An uneasy alliance and utter 
embodiment of the generation gap, Beth 
and Ed thus are united in their helplessness 
and persistence. They can’t pass 10 minutes 
without the sound of gunfire breaking the 
silence, can’t walk down an avenue without 
pools of blood appearing beneath their feet, 


FILM 


about the casual misogyny? Well, sorry, 
those days are gone. And there is no 
Santa. You'd think with the Bond fran- 
chise closing in on nearly two-dozen 
films we'd welcome an overhaul. Admit- 


WUEVWEEKLY 


BY BRIAN GIBSON 


and soon get to feeling increasingly sure 
that Charlie's dead, that everyone knows it, 
but no one wants to confirm it. 

It was heavily researched and verified 
by Thomas Hauser for his book The Execu- 
tion of Charles Horman: An American Sac- 
rifice, this story that is, of course, about an 
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tedly, I'm no Bondophile, but perhaps the 
cult can content themselves with the 
massive back catalogue while the rest of 
us are entertained, provoked and sha 
awake by this bold new direction. v 


DIE ANOTHER WAY 


Ameriean, one of just a handful of foreign 
victims, something you can’t help but 
weigh against the thousands of Chilean 
nationals, so many still among the disap- 
peared. But somehow this is what makes 
Missing, the American debut of 
writer/director Costa-Gavras, made for Un 
versal, showered with Oscar nods, work il 
its very particular way. This is an especie ly 
scrupulous true story movie—| think it may 
have been the one that initiated the “docu 
drama” designation—with not a single 
event depicted that did not have eyew!" 
nesses. The near singularity of Horme"s 
case, its attack on the sense of entitleme 

and security that comes with certain pass 
ports, is one of the key subjects here. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 44 


p BERRY / davideremwestly.com ; 

hile trying to explain the ori- 
d 1 of foul- 

' ee mate, 


onius: “A lot of these guys seem to 
> rommthe middle.” That's the mid- 
of america he's referring to, and 
explanation for the blend of 
“ tweaking, taunchy music that's 
subject ree on Country, is that it, 
j most af its listeners, seem come 
m the middle—socially, historically, 
mnomically and just about any other 
y you want to explain it. 
‘ocusing mostly on Larry Pierce— 
undisputed master of dirty coun- 
y—but delving into a wide 
pss-section of American musicians, 
funk legend Blowfly to alt-rockers 
i current Pierce back-up band) -itis, 
ry Country is a thorough, mostly 
pretentious and incredibly engaging 
sk at the men {it’s all men) who make 
ir living making musical dick jokes. 
king to everyone from the truckers 
ho make up the most fervent parts of 
rce's audiences to academics who 
ve made a living studying songs 
put fucking, it delves into its subject 
ih equal parts giggling appreciation 


5 | THU NOV 13(7 & 8 PM) 
FAL, NOV 14 & MON, NOV 17 (8:30 PM) 
SAT, NOV 15 (11 PM) 


RTY COUNTRY 
DIRECTED BY JOE ETL lex PRUEHER 
FEATURING LARRY PERCE 
METRO CINEMA S10 


wake 


and objective understanding, and it 
makes a pretty convincing case of both 
its importance to certain segments of 
the population and why it’s so enjoy- 
able in the first place. 

What emerges is a curious slice of 
real, down-home Americana: the 
jokes, though decidedly crass, are real- 
ly nothing that hasn't kept 13-year-old 
boys giggling for years, mostly just 
variations on the theme of, as Pierce 


so eloquently puts it, “I Like to Fuck.” 
This kind of gutter-mouth-risque 
humour seems like it could only come 
from a place that mixes an odd kind of 
repression with a streak of marked 
unpretentiousness, the inevitable 
comedic conclusion of middle Ameri- 
ca’s love of the Bible mixing with its 
hatred of the prissy elite. As one schol 
ar points out, it’s really because the 
subjects make us uncomfortable that 
such straight-ahead takes on it make 
us laugh, and the biggest apprehen- 
sions, and as such the biggest laughs, 
come from places where sex is still 
only to be conducted with lights out 
and rings on. 


NOT THAT ANY of the subjects neces- 


sarily care about that kind of analysis 
(though it’s to directors Joe Pickett 


real Dirty on Farmer John 


sre’s a lot more to Dirty Country than songs about fucking 


and Nick Prueher's credit that it 
emerges anyway): one of the most 
endearing things about these people 
is their purely straightforward, wide- 
smiled approach to what they do. For 
most of his life, Pierce made his living 
as a factory worker, releasing albums 
that were sold almost exclusively in 
truck stops on the side, and his 
approach reflects that kind of “fuck it, 
let's have some fun” approach. Even 
as the film follows his transition to a 
touring musician—there’s a surpris- 
ingly lucrative circuit for people who 
know just the right way to rhyme 
“scrotum"—Pierce never really loses 
his aw-shucks demeanour, a kind of 
beer-drinking, back-slapping charm 
that explains how he manages to get 
away with what he did and does in 
small-town America 

In the end, then, Dirty Country man- 
ages to be a picture that follows 
around a fascinating and eminently 
likable guy, all while exploring a pretty 
wide cross-section of an under-appre- 
ciated segment of music and providing 
a pretty clear window into a frequently 
misunderstood cross-section of Ameri 
can culture. By any standard you want 
to apply, that’s a damn fine documen- 
tary, whether or not you find song titles 
like “Swallow My Cum” funny. v 
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something emphasized above all in 
Scenes of tourists trying to keep chipper 
« as the tanks roll by and citizens are 
hauled away just beyond the hotel or 
restaurant windows. There's the creeping 
sense of bloodshed and humiliation on 
display just being part of the travel pack- 
age. If this was fiction, it might have 
come from JG Ballard. 


THERE IS ALSO, at the heart of this, a per- 
sonal, more emotionally accessible story 
of a father only coming to know his son 
through tragedy. Presumably, this is how 
* Such a movie could be made in the Holly- 
wood of the early ‘80s, and it is in essence 
very moving. But the unacknowledged 
parallels between Ed and Charlie, con- 
veyed here as virtually estranged, so deep 
are their conflicting ideals, are sometimes 
bluntly and unimaginatively conveyed, 
with Ed saying or doing some little thing 
and Beth simply pointing out that Charlie 
used to say or do just the same. There are 


moments of ostensible connection 
between Ed and Beth, and Charlie in 
absentia, that like the 100 per cent synth 
score from Vangelis, a credit sandwiched 
between his equally godawful scores for 
Chariots of Fire and Blade Runner, fee! 
tokenistic, or rather academic in their 
emotionalism. 

But the script, credited to Costa- 
Gavras and Donald Stewart, does fea- 
ture at least one crucial, very elegant 
method of linking father and son that 
necessarily requires the entire movie to 
bring itself to fruition and beautifully 
marries the theme of familial reconcilia- 
tion with that of American vulnerability. 
The last thing Charlie half-jokingly says 
before he vanishes is: “They can’t hurt 
us—we're Americans!” The last thing 
Ed says to the US officials before he 
flies back to America with Beth is: “! 
just thank God that we live in a country 
where we can still put people like you in 
jail!” They were wrong, needless to say, 
on both counts. Charlie was killed, and 
his fellow Americans that tacitly 
allowed if not actually aided in his exe- 


cution were never brought to justice, 
thanks largely to classified documents. 
And Missing bristles with indignation. 

Which brings us to the supplements.on 
Criterion’s new two-disc set—they’re 
worth the effort even if you already know 
the movie itself. There's a very good half- 
hour of interview with Costa-Gavras, who 
carefully lays out his intentions with the 
film—he always wanted Lemmon, then 
not known for drama—and an interview 
of equal length and substance with Joyce 
Horman, the real-life Beth Horman. There 
are also featurettes on the film's Cannes 
reception—it shared the Palme d'Or with 
Yot—and, most intriguing of all, on the 
ongoing lobbying of the US government 
to declassify documents that would con- 
firm the exact involvement of Americans 
in the coup that ushered Augusto 
Pinochet into power. The title of Missing 
alludes to much more than the status of 
Charles Horman for some weeks in 
1973—it directs us to the gaps in the 
official history that obscure the full meas- 
ure of the grave darkness that has so long 
corroded US foreign policy. w 
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“OPENING THIS WEEK 


HEAVEN ON EARTH 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY DEEPA MEHTA 
STARRING PREITY ZINTA, VANSH BHARDWAJ 
rik 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
There's certainly a place for fairytale or 
fable in the modern world—magical 
realism, anyone?—but in Heaven on 
Earth, the latest from Indian-Canadian 
auteur Deepa Mehta (based on a play 
based on an Indian folktale), the magic 
here feels more like a cheat, a literal 
deus ex machina dressed up in a mytho- 
logical society's clothes 

At least part of the reason for that is 
that, for the first hour or so, Mehta crafts 
a thoroughly grounded, stark werld. 
Opening with a lively dance in India but 
very quickly transplanting itself to the 
banal bieakness of a Toronto suburb, 
Heaven follows Chand (Bollywood star 
Preity Zinta), a young, arranged-marriage 
bride more than a little apprehensive 
about leaving her family behind for life in 
the multigenerational household of her 
brooding husband Rocky (Vansh Bhard- 
waj). Her trepidation is well-founded: 
with the tacit approval of his shrewish 
mother (Balinder Johal), Rocky abuses 


HEAVEN OW EARTH 


Chand physically and psychologically 
from slapping her when she dares ques. 
tion his mother to forcing her into a 
menial, mindless job, one that doesn’t 
even grant her financial independe 
since her cheque goes directly to him 
About halfway through, though 

abandons this rich and well- fl 
milieu—Rocky’s family, from his witt 
drawn-though-wry father to his fier, 
febellious nephew, are sharply write 
and acted, Mehta packing almost a 
vision series’ worth of traits and charac 
terizations into the film's 
minutes—for an escapist myth that tor 
pedos much of what comes before 
Chand receives a magical folk remedy fc 
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a. 
ye husband from a Jamaican 
<_, form of a root that turns 


version of Rocky (yes, seriously). 

ignoring the fact the underlying mes- 

ge here sort of seems to be that 

‘ead women should rely on magic for 
tion, the ns oa 


reasons for lashing 
only person 
to him: he's 


em to be barely getting along, torn as 
hey are between two different cultures, 
id on and on. 

Instead of resolving any of that, 
bough, Mehta falls into a simplistic and 
ily boring modern fable, with every- 
ping working out for her princess in the 
Ipc. |t's a waste of some subtle, strong 
brformances, to say nothing of the 
sundwork she builds up before the gods 
2p in. Heaven on Earth would have 
en far more interesting if it stuck more 
th the Earth. 


OW PLAYING 


ADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
ACTED BY ERIC OARNEL, TOM MCGRATH 

Te BY ETAM COHEN 
AVAING BEN STILLER, CHRIS ROCK, DAUID SCHWIMMER 
tok 


HAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

ie Madagascar sequel comes out of the 
ate—actually, over the fence of a 
Idlife reserve—running, but it can’t 
bite make it to the front of the pack 
de. Pixar remains King of the Animat- 
b-Animals Jungle, while it's back to the 
fawing-board for Dreamworks again. 
d judging by the trailer, their next film 
loks like an amalgam of Monsters Inc 
ii The Incredibles.) 

Not that Madagascar: Escape 2 
rica isn't good. The animation is fine, 
ith the slightly skew-smiled, gawky- 
Bcked, jag-toothed, round-rumped main 
faracters retaining a faint 2-D zaniness. A 
of the lines are snappy and there are a 
ew nicely absurd situations. After they've 
ash-landed in the African savannah, pen- 
ins offer Darwinian jokes as monkeys 
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prove themselves handy and opposable- 
thumby for repairing the plane that the 
flightless-tuxedos rigged together to get 
them and our four z00 animal-heroes—Ben 
Stiller's Alex the lion, Chris Rock’s Marty 
the zebra, David Schwimmer's Melman the 
giraffe, Jada Pinkett Smith's Gloria the 
hippo—back to Manhattan. 

And there's the complicated metrosex- 
uality: Alex is a prancing, dancing, Broad- 
way-style beast, while lemur King Julien 
(voiced by Sacha Baron Cohen) is an 
utterly harmless dandy-megalomaniac 
whose accent sounds part fey, part 
French and part Indian. Writer Etan Cohen 
even throws in a culture vs nature sub- 
plot, where camcorder-ing, tuff-talkin’ 
New Yorkers on safari go native, led by a 
tuches-kickin’ old Yiddish lady. 

But that's just one of the film's tossed- 
in themes. Each main character gets a 
semi-intriguing subplot that isn’t devel- 
oped and then disappears when another 
crisis is tacked on near the end. The pace 
hobbles a little, from the penguins’ jokey 
patter whipping past to friendship- and 
love-speeches that crawl along. There are 
drawn-out scenes of Alec Baldwin's 
nefarious schemer, the lion Makunga, giv- 
ing a dastardly smirk and practically 
twirling his whiskers in glee. 

The movie's relentlessly male, with 
lionesses (who just happen to do almost all 
the hunting out there in the non-animated 
wild, guys!) left to the sidelines. And the 
waddle of plane-piloting penguins, after 
hijacking those safari-goers’ touring jeeps, 
threaten to steal the film, too. They're fun- 
nier and stranger (the leader's in love with 


A JONATHAR DEMME PICTURE 


a hula-skirted bobblehead doll) than the 
not-so-fierce foursome at the front, who 
get saddled with some lame lines... - 

So Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa is a 
fairly fun ride, with some comic high- 
points but also some lags and drags. 
The final landing might not seem so 
bumpy if it weren't for a certain com- 
peting box-office predator's superior 
creature features (Finding Nemo, Rata- 
touille, etc), which makes the wildlife 
here seem a bit tame. 


ROLE MODELS 

DYRECTED BY DAVID WAIR 

WHITTEN BY WAIA, PAUL RUDD 
STARRING RUD, SEANM WILLIAM SCOTT 
whi 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

The apparent irony in Role Models, a 
comedy by David Wain (The Ten) that 
finds a broken-hearted cynic (Paul Rudd) 
and a sex-crazed party boy (Seann 
William Scott) in Big Brother roles for 
troubled youth, cuts deeper than its 
tagline. In the wake of a confusing eco- 
nomic crisis, these characters are strong- 
willed in retaining the selfishness of 
adulthood that misunderstood children 
can identify with as their parents try to 
put them on a traditional path to financial 
and social success. In short, the world 
isn't getting any easier to live in, and we 
have to learn to be ourselves. 

Danny (Rudd) and Wheeler (Scott) tour 
high schools shouting out for kids to stay 
off drugs, and instead enjoy the pleasures 
of “sponsor” toxic energy drink Minotaur. 
Danny is frustrated by his stalled career 
and crashed lovelife, exhibiting his nerv- 
ous breakdown by violently intervening 
during the towing of their company vehi- 
cle. As his accomplice, Wheeler is 
dragged into a lawsuit that sees the pair 
heading to jail for a month unless they 
can provide a modest sum of community 
service hours at a youth-outreach pro- 
gram headed by a ball-busting former 
drug addict (Jane Lynch). 

The guys are each matched with 
youngsters most difficult in their stub- 
bornness of character—Wheeler with 
Ronnie (Bobb’e J Thompson), a crass 
back-talker obsessed with boobies, and 
Danny with medieval fantasy-obsessed 
Augie (Christopher Mintz-Plasse). At first, 
their time spent together is frustrating 
and awkward, but the troubles of boys 
and men soon overlap once the back- 
grounds of their situations are realized. 
Eventually, however, the possibility of 
becoming true friends with the kids 
become difficult when Danny and Wheel- 
ers personalites cannot be contained. 
They soon must provide sincere aid for 
their volunteer aid to stay on track, much 
less avoid prison. 

Role Models shares the consistency of 
comedic hits Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
and Pineapple Express, where good writ- 


2BI ] S Storefront Cinema 


November 20 ‘Greets pee 


ning 


TONY PLAIN AD 


ate guiltless laughter fo; tough ug 
ences. Though Rudd (also a co-wrii.,) 4 
Scott end up in familiar funny-wr,.. R 
foles, the performances are ;- 
refined. Mintz-Plasse follow 
memorable role of McLovin in s,, 
in an-inspired though far more ;, 
role, striking hopes that he'll stay as jy, 
as his adorable oddball counte,y, 
Jonah Hill and Michael Cera 

So take a break from speculating 
Obama's promise of change, and em, 
political shift that’s already begun to oery. 
wise, relevant comedy in the multipley 


SOUL MEN 

DIRECTED BY MALCOLM 0 LEE 

WRITTEN BY ROBERT RAMSEY, MATTHEW Sinn 
STARRING SAMUEL L JACKSON, BEANIE MAC 
kk 


Va 


JOSEF BRAUN / joset@vueweekly.com 

In the 30 years following the break-up 
Memphis-bred soul trio the Real ( a 
singers Louis Hinds (Samuel | Jackso 
and Floyd Henderson (Bernig 
watched their former front man j 
Hooks (John Legend) go success? 
while their own thornier part 
out Of music altogether and into jail tir 
and the car wash business respective| 
It's only with the news of Hoobs’ unt 
demise that Louis and Floyd, bot! 
how residing on the West Coast, 
given an opportunity to reunite 
posthumous tribute at the Apo 
should they be able to squeeze int 
old outfits, patch up old grudges 
Floyd's green El! Dorado running, get ir 
little on-stage rehearsal on the motel cir 
cuit and make the gig on time 

Scripted by Robert Ramsey an 
Matthew Stone, Sou! Men is a comic soa 
movie that brakes for all the usual cliches 
As helmed by Malcolm D Lee (Undercave 
Brother), it is from start to finish a little tog 
comfortable, too willing to settle fol 
mechanical gags and rote mediocri 
isn't hard to imagine a more ir E 
figorous director taking the same 
and injecting a little more urgency ang 
emotional truth into its realization. Ford 
nately, the heart and soul of Sou/ 
frequently left to its stars to co 
there are some highly enjoyable, a¢ 
sweet scenes that feature 
Mac chewing each other out, ot 
other up and even lighting some lit 
of the old magic. This is finally a mo\ 
largely verbal pleasures, whether 
from Mac's whispery rants, blubbery cod 
or surprisingly fine falsetto or from Jack 
son’s imposing boasts, his casual citation 
of Lao Tzu or that soul rap he does in th 
final big number. 

Admittedly, it’s not without some sent 
mental bias that | managed to ig 
high points in Sou/ Men, as in Fe 
months we lost not only Mac, only 50 
and undoubtedly with better mov 
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at are i in a Germs renais- 


ance? Bands like Fucked Up are copying 
he Germs’ Spare aesthetics in creating 
pir album covers, while getting infa- 
ous before getting famous seems to 
ave never gone out of style. So What 
Ve Do is Secret, a movie recounting the 
pms’ career and tragic end, shouldn't 
pme as a surprise. 

\n fact, rock biopics themselves seem to 
ea dime a dozen lately. Gus Van Sant did 
he Cobain thing in Last Days, and Anton 
orbijn did the lan Curtis thing in Control, 
¢ this one—perhaps to go along with 
e general knowledge of the source mate- 
3|—was a bit more underground. Only 
jidely available now on DVD, What We 
p is Secret made the film festival rounds 
@ncluding our own ElFF where 
@riter/director Rodger Grossman was in 
endance) to mixed reviews. Having 
issed the EIFF screening, | was plenty 
cited to get my hands on the DVD. 

What | saw was a realistic rendering 
ff the violent and exciting energy of punk 
pck. Shane West, the actor who portrays 
jarby Crash, has the ability to show off 
's character's thought processes with 
e flick of an eyebrow, and his journey 
fs the character and the changes that are 
rought mirror those of Crash as West 
Bkes him from a nerdy high school out- 
ast wearing Aladdin Sane makeup and 
erfly wings to being the king of LA's 
unk rock seene, with the unmanageable 
yo to go along with it. Likewise, the per- 
bimance scenes show the meteoric rise 
the Germs and the deftly capture the 
asphere of a good punk show—an 
mosphere that feels like a kick in the 
lead, in a good way, and like a riot could 
Hupt at any second. 

But here's what is troubling about the 
Im; Shane West is now touring with the 
urviving members of the Germs. Darby 
vash’s suicide in 1980 put an end to the 
and until they saw West's performance 
and no doubt dollar signs), and there are 
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FRI, N 
Be BSB 


THU, NOV 20, 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
Peg ee ear 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 780-852-4749 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14/) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu &00 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 
YEAR 


@ 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


CITY OF EMBER (PG) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:10, 11:35; 
‘Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:10 
NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG. coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30, 11:45; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:46, 7:15, 9:30 
RELIGULOUS (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) . 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:00, 6:50, 9:15, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:00, 6:50, 9:15 
IGOR (PG) 

Daily 1:50, 4:05, 6:45 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A, coarse 
language) 

Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:25, 7:20, 9:55, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:25, 7:20, 9:55 

MY BEST FRIEND'S GIRL (184, 
coarse language, crude content) 
Fri-Sat 9:20, 11:25; Sun-Thu 9:20 
GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:25, 7:25, 9:50, 12:10; 
‘Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:25, 7:25, 9:50 


TROPIC THUNDER (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, crude content) 

Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45 

STEP BROTHERS (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for children, 
crude content) 

Fri-Sat 4:40, 7:15, 9:40, 12:00; Sun-Thu 
4;40, 7:15, 9:40 


young 
Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 11:20; Sun-Thu 
1:10, 4:20, 7:40 
MAMMA MIA! (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35 


WALL-E 

Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 2:05 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 437th Avenue, 789-732-2236 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
No passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 
1:00, 2:30, 3:45, 5:10, 7:00, 8:00, 
, 10:40; Tue 12:00, 2:30, 3:45, 
}, 8:00, 10:00, 10:40; Star and 


(G) 

No passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:10, 
1:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:20, 6:10, 7:40, 8:30, 
10:15; Tue 12:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:20, 
6:10, 7:40, 8:30, 1 Digital Cinema, 
No passes Daily 1:50, 4:20, 7:10, 9:20; 
Star and Strollers Screening: No passes 
Tue 1:00 

ROLE MODELS (144. crude content, 


coarse language) 

Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30 
ZACK AND MIRAI MAKE A PORNO 
{18A, sexual content, coarse language, 


crude content) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 10:20 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 


YEAR (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1;20, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15; Sat 
1:20, 4:10, 9:15 

SAW V (184, disturbing content, gory 


scenes) 
Dally 10:35 


(CHANGELING (144) 
Dally 12:20, 3:30, 6:30, 9:45 
PASSCHENDAELE (1 4A, gory scenes, 


Seiten 4;00, 6:40, 9:30 


MAX PAYNE (14A, violence) 
Dally 12:40, 3:20, 6:20 
BODY OF LIES (144, brutal violence, 


aa 


coarse language) 

Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 
ROCKNROLLA (144, coarse language, 
violence) 

Fri-Tua, Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:15, 10:10; 
Wed 1:40, 4:40, 7:15 

EAGLE EYE (14A) 

Fri-Wed 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:05; Thu 
1:30, 4:30, 7:20 

BOLT (G) 

Sneak Preview Sat 7:00 

FALL HD CONCERT SERIES-INDEF 
SESSIONS SERIES 2 (Classification 
not available) 

Wed 9:30 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes, Sneak Preview Thu 10:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 780-436-8595 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

No passes Fr, Sun-Mon, Wed-Thu 
12:10, 1:00, 1:30, 3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 
6:30, 7:00, 7:20, 9:30, 10:00, 10:20; 
Sat 12:15, 1:00, 1:90, 3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 
6:30, 7:00, 7:20, 9:30, 10:00, 10:30; 
Tue 12:10, 1:00, 3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 6:30, 
7:00, 7:20, 9:30, 10:00, 10:30; Star and 
Strollers Screening: No passes Tue 1:30 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(s) 

No passes Daily 12:00, 12:30, 12:45, 
2:10, 2:40, 3:00, 4:20, 4:50, 5:10, 6:30, 
7:00, 7:20, 9:20, 9:45, 10:15 

ROLE MODELS (14A, crude content, 
coarse language) 

Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:40, 10:20 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 
YEAR (G) 

Digital Cinema Daily 3:20; Fri 12:15, 
6:40, 9:25; Sat 12:15, 9:15; Sun-Thu 
12:15, 6:30, 9:15 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(BA, sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 10:30 

SAW V (184, disturbing content, gory 
scenes) 

Daily 4:30, 7:45, 10:30 

‘CHANGELING (144) 

Dally 12:40, 4:00, 7:10, 10:15 
PASSCHENDAELE (144. gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; 
Wed 12:50, 3:50, 6:50. 

MAX PAYNE (14A, violence) 

Fri-Wed 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:25; Thu 
1:50, 4:50, 7:40 

BODY OF LIES (144. brutal violence, 
‘coarse language) 

Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:20 
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Daily 1:45 

RACHEL GETTING MARRIED (144, 
coarse language, mature themes) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:30, 6:40, 
9:35; Tue 3:30, 6:40, 9:35; Star and 
Strollers Screening Tue 1:00 

EAGLE EYE (144) 

Fri, Sun-Tue, Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 
10:25; Sat 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 10:25; Wed 
1:20, 4:20, 10:25 

BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 
Reald Sat 7:00 

FALL HD CONCERT SERIES - INDEF 
SESSIONS SERIES 2 (Ciassification 
not available) 

Wed'6:45, 9:30 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence} 

No passes, Sneak Preview Thu 10:00 


" oa90-102 Ave, 780-421-7020 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude content, 


coarse language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:10, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:40 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

No passes, Midnight Fri 12:01; Dolby 
Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:30, 6:40, 
9:30 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(184, sexual content, coarse language, 


crude content) 

Digital Presentation Fri-Tue, Thu 12:55, 
3:45, 7:00, 9:35; Wed 12:55, 3:45, 9:35 
CHANGELING (144) 

Dolby Sterso Digital Daily 12:30, 3:35, 
6:90, 9:25 

W. (PG, coarse language) 

DTS Digital Fri-Wed 12:35, 3:25, 6:35, 
9:20; Thu 12:35, 3:25 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 


{G) 
DTS Digital, No passes Daily 12:40, 
3:20, 6:55, 9:10 


Phas 


THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 

DTS Digital Dally 12:45, 3:15, 6:50, 9:15 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave. 780-472-7600 


EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Daily 9:10 
MAX PAYNE (14A, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:05, 6:35; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:05, 6:35 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 
YEAR (G) 
Digital Presentation Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 
645, 9:15; Sat 1:30, 4:15, 9:15; Sun 
1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(184, sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:45, 7-15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(G) 
On 2 Screens, No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 
4:20, 4:50, 6:40, 7:10, 9:00, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 12:30, 1:50, 2:40, 4:20, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:10, 9:00, 9:25; Reel Babies: Mon 1:00 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude content, 
coarse language) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
1:25, 4:00, 7:00, 9:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 4:40, 
6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
1:40, 4:10, 4:40, 6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 9:50 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 
‘Sneak Preview, No passes Sat 7:00 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
No passes Thu 10:00 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


(020145 Ave, Camrose, 780-808-2144 


MADAGASCAR 2: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
() : 

Daily 7:00, S:00; Sat, Sun, Tus 2:00 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 

Daily 7:05 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 
ROLE MODELS (144, coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 7:20, 9:20 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(18A, sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) 

Dally 7:15, 9:25 

PASSCHENDAELE (144, gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

Sat, Sun, Tue 1:55 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3:SENIOR 
YEAR (G) 

Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780-416-0150 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

No passes Fri 4:00, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 
10:00, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:20, 1:00, 
4:00, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20; 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(G) 

No passes Fri 4:10, 4:50, 6:40, 7:20, 
9:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:00, 1:30, 2:30, 
4:10, 4:50, 6:40, 7:20, 9:20, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 6:40, 7:20, 9:20, 9:40 

ROLE MODELS (144, crude content, 
coarse language) 

Fri 4:40, 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:40, 
7:15, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:16, 9:45 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(184, sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) 

Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:15 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 
YEAR (G) 

Fri4:20, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
4:20, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:50 
CHANGELING (14A) 

Fri 3:30, 6:50, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
3:30, 6:50, 10:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 10:10 
PASSCHENDAELE (144, gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

Fri 3:40, 7:05, 9:55; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:40, 7:05, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:55. 
EAGLE EYE (14A) 

Fri 3:50, 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:20, 
3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Wed 6:45, 9:30; 
Thu 6:45 

TWILIGHT (PG. viclence) 

No passes, Sneak Preview Thu 10:00 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED (144, 
coarse language, mature themes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 780-459-9622 


HIGHSCHOOL MUSICAL 3 (G) 

Daily 12:50, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25, 9:20 
ZACH AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
{18A sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) . 

Dally 3:25, 5:35, 7:35, 9:30 

MAMA MIA (PG) 

Daily 1:25 

ROLE MODELS (144 coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14) 

No passes Daily 1:15, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 
9:25 

MADAGASCAR 2 (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:50 


780-352-3922 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
G 

Daily 705, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30 
ROLE MODEL (144 coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 
BODY OF LIES (14A, brutal violence, 
coarse language) 

Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:25 


9828-101 Ave, Citadel Theatre. 
TEAS 8212 


FEAR OF IMAGES: CASTING CALL 
AFGHANISTAN 

Fri 7:00 

DIRTY COUNTRY (184, crude sexual 
content} 

Fri 9:30; Sat 11:00; Mon 9:30 
FOUND FOOTAGE FESTIVAL (STC) 
Sat 7:00, 9:00 

COFFEE WITH JAMES (lecture) 

Sun 11:00 am 

SCREAMING QUEENS W/ F TO M 
{STC) 

‘Sun 5:00 

THE AMAZING TRUTH ABOUT 
QUEEN RAQUELA W/ ROSTRUM 
PRESS: MATERIALS TESTING (STC) 
Sun 7:00 

THE BELIEVERS W/ GARDEN OF 
EARTHLY DELIGHTS (STC) 

Sun 9:00 

SHE'S A BOY | KNEW W/ FISSURES 
(STC) 

Mon 7:00 

FAVA'S 2BITS ANNIVERSARY 
SCREENING (STC) 

Thu 6:30 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


120 Century Grossing. Soruce Grove, 720- 


972-2332, Serving Soruce Grove, Stony 
Plain: Parkland County 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Dally 6:55, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:30 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(G) 
Daily 6:50, 9:00; Fri-Tue 12:45, 3:00 
ROLE MODELS (14A coarse language, 
crude content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:05;Fri-Tue 1:00, 3:05 
ZACK AND MIRi MAKE A PORNO 
(18A, sexual Content, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Dally 7:15, 9:25;'Sat, Sun, Tue 1°15, 
3:15 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3 (G) 
Daily 6:45, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 
3:20 
EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 
3:25 

- BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA (G) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:10 
PASSCHENDAELE (144, gory scenes, 
coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20 
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HEAVEN ON EARTH (144. coarse lan- 
Quage, violence, mature themes) 

Daily 6:50, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 

TELL NO ONE (14A violence, coarse 
language, nudity) 
Daily 6:45, 9:15; Sat, Sun 3:30 
HAPPY GO LUCKY (14A coarse tan- 
guage) 

Sat-Sun 1:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM i] 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 780-444-2400 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
No passes Fri-Tue 12:45, 1:30, 3:45, 
4:30, 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 10:30 
1:30, 3:45, 4:30, 6:45, 7-30, 
10:20; Thu 12:45, 1:30, 3:4: 
6:45, 7:30, 9:45; Star and Stro 
Screening, No passes Wed 1:00 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(G) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 1:15, 
2:50, 4:00, 5:15, 6:30, 7:45, 8:50; Wed 
12;30, 2:50, 4:00, 5:15, 6:30, 7:45, 
8:50; Star and Strollers Screening, No 
passes Wed 1:00 

ROLE MODELS (14A, crude content, 
Coarse language) 

Daily 1:50, 4:60, 7:40, 10:15 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA: 
THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G) 

No passes Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00. 
9:20 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
(168A, sexual content, coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: SENIOR 
YEAR (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9-30; Sat 
1;00, 3:50, 9:30 

SAW V (184. disturbing content, gory 
scenes} 

Daily 10:20 

CHANGELING (144) 

Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:30, 9:40 

BODY OF LIES (14A, brutal violence 
coarse language) 

Daily 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 9:50 
ROCKNROLLA (144, coarse language, 
violence) 

Daily 1:10, 4:20, 7:20, 10:10 

EAGLE EYE (14A) 

Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 10:00 

BOLT (G) 

Sneak Preview Sat 7:00. 

SALOME (STRAUSS) - 
METROPOLITAN OPERA - ENCORE 
PRESENTATION 

(Classification not available) 

Sat 11:00 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes, Sneak Preview Thu 7 


‘111 Ava. Groat Rd. 780-455-5728 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri, 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:20, 7:00, 9:40 

CHANGELING (144) 

S¢ Dolby Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:50: 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:35, 6:35, 9:50 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
(e) 

DTS Digital, No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:20; SateSun 1:10, 3:45, 7:10, 
9:20 

PASSCHENDAELE (144, gory scenes, 
coarse language) 

DTS Digital Fn, Mon-Thu 6:45; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:30, 6:45 

SAW V (18A, cisturbing content, gory 


seenes) 
DTS Digital Fri-Wed 9:30 


TSOSS2822 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 


(G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30 


PRIDE AND GLORY (14A, violence, 
coarse language, not recommended for 


children) 

Daily 6:55, 9:350; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:30 
ROLE MODEL (144 coarse language, 
crude content) 

Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:25 


us ; } 
ou eeeennnd doesn enouessennsunacnentennone ees ! 


= 


‘ 


‘ 


“7 


Put on the 


Psd /\ 


red light 


Musician’s Survival Guide Part IV: studio recording 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


eading into the studio to cut an 
e. album is a big step for every 


artist or band. There are a mil- 
lion things to worry about, not least of 
which is the fact that you are paying a 
significant amount of money to be there, 
and you have a limited time to make 
something that will represent you to the 
general public. So it had better be good. 

There are things to think about 
before, during and after your time 
in the studio, and once again we've 
enlisted the help of Doug Organ of 
Edmontone Studios to give his 
insights on how to get the job done 
effectively. Organ has produced 
work for artists such as Ann 


gu Tiend, Christian Hansen, Joél 


aoe 


, 


Lavoie and his own band Red Ram, 
among many others 


PREVUE 

SUN, MOV 16 (7:30 Phi 

NO PANTS DANCE PARTY 

WITH MO LEFEVER AS BRIAN WILSOW 

AND-BLINO TIGER TIGER, MICRD-BOT, YOU'REAN ACORN 
THE HYDEAWAY $5 

BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

“When | was growing up my brother was 
feally into the Beach Boys and Jan and 
Dean like when | was about 10, and | 
remember singing the vocal harmonies 
on ‘Barbara Ann’ but | took the low part 
because my voice was lower than my 
brother's at that time.” 

1), Jalking to Mo Lefever about her partici- 


4. 


= SURVIVAL 


BEFORE HITTING THE STUDIO 


The most important thing to figure out 
before hitting the studio is, of course, 
what songs you want to record. 
Though you may have written 50, a 
normal album will have much fewer 
than that—remember, there are only 
sO many songs a person can comfort- 
ably sit through. To that end, you 
should think about demoing the songs 
and deciding which ones are the best, 
and which ones can be dropped. 
Then, you need to practice. A lot. 
“Rehearsal almost goes without 
saying, but sometimes it’s surprising 


pation in the Exposure Festival's No 
Pants Dance Party, where the well- 
known jazz guitarist will be channeling 
the spirit of Brian Wilson to provide the 
backing music for a hula hoop competi- 
tion, is sometimes tough, because with a 
week to go, she’s still not entirely sure 
how the whole thing is going to go down. 
Wilson is such a daunting figure in music 
and in pop culture that’he’s hard to emu- 
late. The tortured genius who took to his 
bed for extended periods of time and 
shopped for groceries in his bathrobe, 
wrote and arranged the most interesting 
Beach Boys material and then refused to 
tour with the band and in 2004 released 


48 


WUWEWESKLY NOV 13- NOV 19, 2008 


how it didn’t go without saying,” 
laughs Organ. “Home recording can 
also be a crucial part of the prepro- 
duction stage—just because you're 
rehearsing you might not actually 
hear what the other guy is playing 
unless you record a demo, and hear- 
ing it then is better than hearing it 
once you get into the studio,” 

You should also use a metronome to 
map out the tempos you'll want to use 
in the studio, so that you don’t have to 
waste time when you start paying to 
record. These tempos should probably 
be set a little above what you rehearse 
the songs at to more closely match a 
live performance, Organ explains, as 
the adrenaline rush of performing live 
often speeds up the tempos. 

Next, you should decide on a budg- 
et, but don’t cheap out—this is the 
document that announces who you 
are to the world, so you should make 
sure you get the most out of it. 

“Having an album is almost a neces- 
sity in my opinion—more so than the 
merch and the website,” opines Organ. 
"To me there's gigs and there’s record- 
ing and everything else is gravy, so | 
would hope that an artist or band 


the nearly four-decades-late SMILE to 
critical acclaim is not exactly Mick Jagger. 
You can't pout your lips and do a chicken 
dance and say you're him. 

To that end, Lefever is undecided as to 
how to accomplish the task organizer 
Marshall Watson has asked her to take 
on. Focusing on the Pet Sounds and 


~ SMILE albums, but incorporating some of 


the rah rah surfing music which Wilson 
made a name for himself with, Lefever is 
hard at work translating Wilson's music 
into a performance for solo quitar. 

“I'm just doing it by myself, but | did 
buy a sampler recently so I’m thinking 
about putting in some loops—to do this 


MUSIC 


would gig a whole bunch and save up 
their money, apply for grants and solicit 
private funding and put a whole bunch 
of money into making an album.” 

Finally, before you hit the studio, 
you need to decide where and with 
whom you're going to record. This 
decision shouldn't be taken lightly, as 
producers have a very significant 
effect on the outcome of your session. 
To find a good producer, the easiest 
way is to pick some albums by local 
or nearly local artists that you like and 
that are congruent with your style and 
find out who produced them. 

“If | was a hip-hop artist in town I 
would be asking my friends who've 
recorded hip-hop albums where they 
went and if they had a good time, and I 
would listen to their albums and decide 
if that was the sound | was going for 
and probably not go to the studio that 
specializes in classical instrumentation 
recordings,” says Organ. 


IN THE STUDIO 


Once you get into the studio, having 
sufficiently prepared beforehand, you 
should be ready to get down to work 


stuff on solo guitar is really intimidat- 
ing,” she says, sounding not exasperated 
but challenged by it. “I'm learning a lot 
from it, even just trying to hear the har- 
monies. The thing that makes it hard to 
do is just all these counter melodies, so 
it's gonna have to be different from what 
it is—but I'm having fun with it! That's 
good | guess. And I'll definitely have to 
play some ‘Pipeline’ where | can just 
Joop a groove and solo over top of it.” 
Lefever is also excited to bring what 
she normally does to a new audience, and 
to get out of her jazzy comfort zone into” 


something that keeps the structure of her 


solo performances while being applied 


immediately. Plunge in right away ang 
get going, because this is costing yo, 
money. A lot. 

There are a few problems tha 
seem to creep up at one time o 
another and it can be beneficia} ;, 
develop a plan to avoid these fro 
the get go. 

“I don’t have a real policy aboy 
this, but I try to keep an eye on drink 
ing,” Organ says. “There's definitely ; 
fine line—some performers after 4 
beer or two become a little looser an 
they forget about the clock and the 
have a good time, but maybe if they're 
not paying attention it might turn ntc 
six or eight or 12 beers, and that’s aI 
good way to ruin a session. Anc 
think [not doing] drugs goes withoy 
saying, or it should. 

“{ think the studio is also not a grea 
place to sort out your interpersonal 
band stuff, so if you've got a real prob 
lem with someone in the band of 
something they're playing or a song 
they've written, then that’s a pre-pro- 
duction thing. Or therapy,” he laughs 

“The occasional visit from friends or 
girlfriends or boyfriends or hangers-on| 
can be a morale booster,” he continues, 
“but a party-type atmosphere probably; 
won't be the most productive atmos- 
phere, so you might have to know 
when to ask your friends to leave.” 

And one more thing—you have to 
remember you're not the producer 
That guy or gal has tons of experience’ 
doing what they do and should gener- 
ally be considered the boss in the stu- 
dio. And forget about giving yourself a 
producer credit; not a lot of artists 
have the objectivity to actually execute 
the role of producer or co-producer 
Just because you told him or her 
turn your guitar up in the mix doesn’t 
mean anything—everybody wants to 
hear themselves louder, and your pro- 
ducer probably didn’t do it anyways 


ONCE YOU'RE DONE 


Some artists take the raw tapes (@ 
someone else to be mixed in order \o 
get fresh ears on it, and while that can 


something in a totally different contex— | 

an indoor Edmonton beach party. ! 
“| think it's gonna be good music for the 

hula hoop competition, I'm gonna be doing } 
i already, but hopefully i! 

h theme. | want it to fit 

ut | also wanna 


RAL 


ove eae aalelele a eteleetete ee. 
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atest, Changes, and to 
er admission that she’s 
intrigued by music that is 
‘old, but which doesn’t 


Bown songs. 
“The very first song I wrote, I 
think it was a song where time 
was kind of the theme,” Bar- 
ber recalls. “When I make a 
F record, | guess I would say 
that I'm acutely aware that 
‘Tym making a record of a cer- 
Biain time, and that I'll be able 


o play it for my grandchildren A 


one day. I don't keep a diary— 
ve never been very good at 
ournaling or anything like 
hat—but when I make a 
ecord and the little red 
ecord light comes on, my 
hope is that it will last, that it 
ill leave a little mark on my 
own timeline.” Fig 
§ While Barber admits that 
‘she can appreciate the art of — 
‘creating a pop song that is 
very much of the current 
moment, she says that 
B she's never been after that 
sort of experience in her 
own music, preferring to 
ry to capture a feeling that 
remains timeless. Part of that process 
means giving up her songs—no mat- 
ler how much they capture a piece of 
er own life—once they've been 
ecorded and she’s up on stage per- 
forming them for other people, letting 
the music change and evolve on the 
shifting ground of the listener's life. 
_ “I think that a song has to be sub- 
jective, people have to apply their 
J Own meaning to it,” she says. “I write 
a lot of love songs, and everything 


i 


tag 


5 


if SPecitically talking about my own 
experience that other people can’t 
apply their own experience to the 


comes from my heart, but I'm not so. 


song. Speaking of diaries, | have a 
hard time listening to music that 
sounds like it’s a page straight out of 
somebody's diary. 

“{ think that a great songwriter will 
leave a lot of room for interpretation 
so that people can immediately iden- 
tify their own life experiences with 
the song, and people can take their 
own meaning from it,” she contin- 
ues. “My intention is not to necessar- 
ily express a certain experience that 
I've gone through—it's to express a 
feeling or an emotion in the hapes 
that somebody else will identify with 


_ that, but in their own unique way.” 


SUBJECTIVITY 1S something that flows 


- both ways, affecting the singer just as 


much as it does the listener. As a 
songwriter ages, she often discovers 
that a song no longer means the 


PREVUE / SAT, NOV 15 / ROYAL WOOD / WITH JILL BARBER / ARDEN THEATRE, $28 


Royal Wood came down to Vue Week/y’s studio and perfromed a few songs when he was 
in Edmonton for the Folk Fest last summer. Watch the footage at vueweekly.com. w 
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SW HOV 15 (130) 
JILL BARBER 
WITH ROYAL WOOD 

ARDEA THEATRE $28 


same thing that it once did to her. 

“4 still perform songs that I wrote five 
or six years ago, and in a funny way I 
will play these songs and | will actually 
remember the girl that wrote them and 
what she was feeling five or six years 
ago, and just because'I've evolved and 
changed I almost feel like it was written 
by somebody else, but it’s still my own 
song and so I have to own it in a new 
way,” Barber says. “I feel like every time 
| play songs on stage, especially ones 
that I wrote years ago, they're renewed 
because I have new experiences to 
bring to them or I just channel them in 
a different way. 

“| do feel like (have relationships that 
change and evolve with my own songs,” 
she adds. “I do have a complex relation- 
ship with each of my songs because 
they've all meant different things and 
they've all opened different.” w 
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10551-S2 Avenue {Upstairs!} 
760-432-5058 


THE GET DOWN RAPTORS 
SATURDAY NOV 22 


: ey! ONLY $10 AT BLACKBYRD, ATUNES & 
DOORB AT PM 10049 GLAYE UPSTAIRS WW PAW 


with A HELL & aA os 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 2 


TTVOKETS EXCLUSIVELY AT ODORS AT 8PM 


DELUXE \ She 10589 EZAVE UPSTAIRS 


WETW PAWNSROPLIVECA 
WHW.KEYSTONEMUSIE.CA 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


AX YOUR FREE LISTINGS FD 70.78.2888 
EMM RNS 


IW 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rob Srsbo, 
Revival Dear Neil MacDonald (roots); 
$15/$10 (with dinner) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Donald Ray 


stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm_ 


Intemational Guitar Night: 7:30pm: 
$27.50 at TicketMaster 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; 9pm 


DVB Open mic Thursdays 


ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 
LAKE Open Mic Nights 1st and 3rd 
Thu every month; 6:30-8:30pm, open: 
mictteadmansdog com 


EDDIE SHORTS Open stage Thursday 
hosted by Kicks and Thrill 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Ann Vriend 
and T. Nile; no minors; 7:30pm (doo) 
8pm (show); $15 (adv. at TIX on the 
Squarel/($18 (door) 


THE HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART 
SPACE Light Travels, The Blazina 
Violets, The Ordinaries; 7pm, $10 


HOTEL 
MACDONALD-CONFEDERATION 
LOUNGE Great Guitar Hits: Terry 
McDade; 5-9pm 


HULBEAT'S Michelle Boudreau, 
Jasmine Whenham 8pm; house con 
cert series: $12 (via ticketSource\/$15 
{doe 


AAMIMERS PUB Thursday open jam: 


7-A1pm 
J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 


(pop/rock/blves), 8:3Dpm-12:308m 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 


Lawrence (jazz piano): Bpm 

LB‘S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreykar Spm 

LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddler: 


TRANS ALTA ARTS BARN Shop ‘rn 


Stop Show: Don Floss, Joti 


Armstrong, Agaperaygunexperiment 
Scott Goole 5pm {doorl free if you pay 
to enter Shop n Stop 

URBAN LOUNGE Elevor Tent 


Jake lan, The Firesweds 
WILD WEST SALOON Rober Rowan 
YARDBIRD SUITE All Canadian 


Yardbird Jaz Festival: Jim Head 
Quartet, 7:30pm (doorl/8pm (shave 
$14 (member/$18 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


FESTIVAL PLACE Soo Bae (cetlo} 
7:30pm: $30-$34 at Festivel Place box 


office 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursisy 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Fscapack 


Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Gig Rock 
Thursdays: Qs spin on throe levels 


BUDOY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McHASTY'S Puric Rock 
Bingo with DU SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nito: Top 
40/dance with DJ Chrestian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


WALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with Aliout 


Dus DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DU Mark 
Stevens, 9pm. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Calin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Dechs, tech tranca/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret: no minors; no cover 


EW CITY | Love “80s Party: with 
Blue Jay, Naz Nomad: no minors. 
8:20pm (door) 

NEW CITY Electrashock Therapy. 
Dervish, Dilgazer, Naze Nomad: in the 
‘Suburbs: no minors; Bpm (door: Spm 
{bingo hosted by Squirrelly 8 


ON THE Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at Bm: 
Salsa OU to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New. 
Classic rock, A&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Milase: Spm-Zamn: no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: bresiks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurzday 
with org655 


SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
Houss with DJ Nic-E very Thursday 


TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock and Roll 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 0.) Degree 
and DJ Genenc 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


“Gang”, Wendell Ferguson and Tyler 
Volrath; free CD with paid admission; 
7.30pm (door’, Bpm (musiel: $12 (adv 
‘at Myhers Music, 
‘Sound//$15 (door) 


OM THE ROCKS The Neughty Divas 
with Du Shawnibis 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Soulod Out 


PAWN SHOP The Bicycles, The DB 
Buxton Revue 


‘ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Jenny Whiteley; 
Bpm; $17 at TIX on the Square 


STARLITE ROOM Midway State, 


Thriving Ivory: Spm: $10 at 
TicketMaster 


TEMPLE The Ugly Sweater Party with 
Propa, Anthony Donahue. Erin Eden 
and Mr. Wedge 


TOUCH OF CLASS Tim Lovett 
(pop/rockt: 8:30pm 


URBAM LOUNGE Crush 


UNDERGROUND 
Ghostkeeper, Vox Humana and Johnny 
Feelgood 


WILD WEST SALOON Robert Rowan 


WINSPEAR Buddy Guy with Lindsay 
Ell, Bpm; $54 


YARDBIRD SUITE Ali Canadian 
Yardbind Jazz Festival: Steve Kirby 
Quintet; Bpm {doorl/Spm (show); $16 
(member)/$20 (quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at Con 
Hall: Petar Dundjerst (flute), Aaron Aus 
(violin), Tanya Prochazka (cello), 
Charles Pilon (viola); 8pm; $20 
{adult/$15 (senior//$10 (student) at 
TIX.on the Square 


DUS 4 


BELL AND COURT Mr Lucky 
{blues/roots), 8:30-12:30; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE String Beans 
Quartet (classical/poph $20/$15 (with 
dinner) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Donald Ray 


Johnson 


Fridays: Martin 
Ope: $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Madison Drive 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Suite 33 
(peq/rock) 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 


ve mu 


Live music every Fri 


EDDIE SHORTS The Barry Campbell 
Band (blues) 
FESTIVAL PLACE (ood Brothers 
House of Doc: (country); 7:30pm, $30 
$36 at Festival Place box offica 
FRESH START CAFE | ic 


Fridays: Marty Major 6-9p; $5 


GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS Allan 


Lee and the Blues Busters: 9pm-tam 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB F&M (CD 
release party, folk/rock), 8pm: $10 
(door! 


HORIZON STAGE International Guite 
Nigttc Brian Gore, Andy Sheppard. 
Dale Kavanagh and Cecilia Zabel, 
7:20pm; $20 {adult/$15 (student/sen- 
ioe} 

HULBERT'S Tum Up The Sportlight 
Cabaret; 8pm; $10 idoor) SOLD OUT 


HOTEL 
MACDONALD-CONFEDERATION 
LOUNGE Great Guitar Hits: Terry 
McDade; 59pm 


IRISH CLUB Jam session: Bon; no 
cover 

IVORY CLUB Dueling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 


SEFFREY'S Calan and Cole (rockin’ 
countryk $15 


SEXYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock), 
Spm. no cover 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano). 8pm 
KINGSWAY LEGION Dwayne 
Cannan (blues, "S0s/B0s, roots and 
criginals); 6:30-10:30pm 

MEAD HALL Bravado, Hore Wo 
Strike, Inuman Form 
(aitemative/heavy metal); Bpm {door} 
8 


WORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club CO release party. The UFC 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday. Funky breaks, funky ho 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE ( 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR [J James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday Duis 
pin Woaftop and Main Floan Ecleetic 
jams with Nevine—ingie, soul 

ave, electrc 

Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk and 
Sa from the ‘60s ‘70s and "0s with 
Fathead 


BOOTS Aetro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 


idy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 


ive rock, diseo, and elec 
tronic Indie with Joel Rebohy 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 


house. mash up; no minors 


ESMERELDA'S Exes Freakin Fremy 


Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
Tracks, rock retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/danes with Du 


Onistian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wove. Brit pop, and “60s saul with OJ 
Blue Jay, DU Travy D; no cover before 
10pm $5 (after 10pm) 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Broakbest, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuze 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
frock, R&B, urban and dance with OJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am: no cover 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar for 
the queer community to open in a 
decade with DJ's Alex Brown and 
Exidie Toonflash; Spm {dork $5 
www playnightclub.ca 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 


indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with DJ 
Gatto, OJ Mega Watson 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridays 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Doep House: with Friday res 
idee DJ Luke Morrisone 1-4:30pm 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Request with a mix of Retro and Disca 
7-10.30gen, www. sportsworld. cx: 


STOLLIS Top 40. ASB, house wath 
People's DU 


nd 


Motown, new 


70s progre 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tain 

TEMPLE 1.6.1 Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrance, Beats and the dance-y stuff 
with the Techno Hippy Crew, guests 
'WONDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, BY Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Jil! Barber, Royal 
Wood; 7:30pm; $28 at the Arden bax 
office 780-459-1542, TicketMaster 


BELL AND COURT Mr Lucky 
{blues/roots); 8:30-12:30; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: live acoustic music every 
Saturday aftemoon, this week Friends 
of Otis; 4-8prn; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sarah Noni 
Metzner |Msnsion of Happiness, CD 
release party) 8pm; $15/$12 (wath din 
ner) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Afternoon Jam hosted by Mark 
Ammar, Donald Ray Johnson (evening) 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays: 7:30- 


10pm; free 


CASINO EDMONTON Madison Drive 
{pop/fock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Suite 33 
(pop/rock) 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 
Axiomatik: Spm; $5 

DV@ TAVERN Live music every Sat: 
Spm; $5 


EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIN Saturday Give Music 


EDDIE SHORTS The Smokin’ 45s. The 
Krazy 8's (rockabilly) 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE in, 
Flames, All That Remains; 7pm; $279.50 
at TicketMaster 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
‘and guests: 1pm {door}, 26pm (show) 


GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS Allan- 
toe and the Blues Busters; Spm-1am 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Dale 
Ladouceur (folk/alectrick 8pm: $10 


{door} 


HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/Mic host- 
ed by Sally's Krackees; 3pm 


HULBERT'S Dino Dominalli: 8pm; $10 


(via ticketSouree, doar) 


IVORY CLUB Duelling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
7.30pm. country/rock band Spm-2am 


SEFFREY'S Calen and Cole (roekin’ 
country); $15 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(classic pop/rock); Spm; no cover 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Petro Polujin 
{classical guitark Bpm 


KINGSWAY LEGION Dwayne 
Cannan (blues, “50s/60s, roots and 
originals); 6:30-10:30pm 


L8'S PUB Molsons Saturday open 
Stage every Saturday afternoon hosted 
by Gord Macdonald; 4:30-9am, 


MEAD HALL Nullabye, Fistful of Nice, 
Solipsism; 8pm (doork $3 


NAKED CYBER CAFE Don Ross, 
Agaperaygunexperiment, Condaleeza 
Rice Paddies Last Show, Johnathan 
Conklin, Zebra Pulse, The SpecialEst, — -| 
guests; 8pm (door); $10 (nan-mem- 
berl/$5 (Beam member) 


ON THE ROCKS ule of Nines with 
wi 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Souled Out 


PAWN SHOP Matthew Barber, The 
Spades, The Pale Moon Lights, The 
Darren Frank Band 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL First Annual 
All Canadian Pre-Biizzard Blues Bash: 
Recollection Blues Band, Red House, 
Bpm, $10 (advi/$15 (door) 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Northem 
Lights Folk Club: Nathan Rogers and 
Old Man Leudecke: 7pm (door), Spm 
$18 (adv. at Ton the Square, 
ae Music, Myhre’s Music/$22 

f 
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STARLITE ROOM The Fubix Cu: 
oe VLA and Daphutyr. 
Is 


et Oh Snap! with Degree 
Cobre Commander and quests < 


TOUCH OF CLASS Tim Lovers 
{pop/rock 8:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Crus) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND | in: 
Crocker Band Cd Relasn, De 
and Gift Eaters 


WESTWOOD UNITARIAN (0; 
{New World Celtic): 7:30 Door), G¢ 
(showh $15 (adv. at Blackty,re) 
{door} 


WILD WEST SALOON foter 


‘YARDBIRD SUITE A)) C2 
Yardbird Jazz Festival: Ali 
Auguste Quintet: Bam (dloor)/Yprn, 
(show); $16 (memberl/$20 (guest) a 
TicketMaster 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Celebrating i Coristi: i Covisti Char 
Choir; Spm; $18 {aduttl/$1 
{student/senior) at TIX on th 


$20 faduit/$15 (student, 
door 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSELEM 
THEATRE Eximonton Rag 

Music Society: Anniversary to Nir 
Concert: Deepak Ram (flute 0: 
Sarkar (tabla): 70pm: $21 ( 
“S771 


WINSPEAR Great Britter: Edrr 
Symphony Orchestra: 8prr 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with Du Sou 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
DJs on three levels. Main F 
Menace Sessions: alt 
fock/electro/trash with Mi: 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Unclie night form 
tree pool and tourney, DJ Arrow 
DELUXE BURGER BAR As 
70s progr 

tronig Indie yith Joe! Reboti 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip 
house, mash up 


rock, chs 


Sat 8 different theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdi7) 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE Ave) 
Tacks, rock, retro with DJ 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Sau 


HALO For Thase Who k 

Avery Sat with Du Junior Brow 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, 4 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizri 
Groovy Cuvy and quest 

NEW CITY LUIKWID LOUNGE 


Saturdays real alternatyy 
punk with DJ Naz Nomad, no 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: brea 
house with Pi residents 
RED STAR Saturdays indie 0 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival mots! 


Skating Disco: Top 40 Request wi 
mix of retro and disen: 1-4 
7-10:30pm; wwew.sports-world 


‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40. "8 
house with People's DJ 


‘SUEDE LOUNGE Tha Finest 
Underground House with Du Nic-E 
every Saturday 


TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every Soturcsy 
with Degree and Aout Chis wit? 
weekly quests; Spm 


WUNDERBAR Featured 0. 203 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Folease Sati 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim finde 
‘Sunday brunch: donations 


BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT Dc: 


@ money vs the music: round 3 Urban 


been undergoing radical changes to deal 
with lower off-the-rack sales. More 
albums are coming out on vinyl to satisfy 
collectors. The label is working with its 
bands on promoting tours and the licens- 
ing of music to film, television and adver- 


THAT'S ALREADY BEEN proven true by 
the downloading storm. Majors were hurt 
a lot more than indies. After all, would 
you feel nearly as guilty illegally down- 
loading a Madonna or Metallica song as 
you would something from a struggling 


week marks the third instalment of —_tising. And, Mint is getting into music _ independent act? Of course not. 
fnter Sandor series on the economic _ publishing, helping bands get to money But the majors are following the model Elevent JAKE IAN 
turn and how the music industry is that they didn’t even realize was out 


ting to it. For this edition, | contrast 

and small—and how 
ase bracing for belt-tightening times. 
ard ecanomic times might be new to 
stors, homeowners and big spenders, 
they aren't new to the recording industry. 

1's not suddenly that it’s a struggle to 
this,” says Bill Baker, co-founder of the 
ous Vancouver-based indie label, Mint 
cords. “It’s always been a struggle for 
io do this.” 

t's not that Baker isn’t concerned 
ut the financial downturn, but he sees 


a 


t's situation as being radically differ-. 


from that being faced by, let's say, 
versal Music, where shareholders get 
the equation. 
*Because of MP3s, because of illegal 
nloading, we've been struggling as 
industry for the past few years,” says 
er. But, because of those radical 
nges the illegal downloading craze 
ught to the business model, Mint, like 
ny other small labels, has already 


there for them in the first place. Those 
changes will help labels like Mint, and 
Toronto's Six Shooter, which informed 
We that the economic downturn is not 
affecting it at all, to weather radical 
changes in the economy as a whole. 

“On a smaller scale, we have been look- 
ing at side projects that generate income 
that don't involve selling CDs,” says Baker. 
“Philosophically, our main goal is to still 
make great records and sell them. But we 
are looking at other avenues.” 

And indies have a different market- 
place than the majors. A band on an 
indie isn’t available at Wal-Mart, where 
CDs are impulse buys. Their acts don’t 
go on tours where the cheapest arena 
seat is $75 and front-row seats go well 
into the three-digit range. 

“Our customer base is the obsessive 
record collectors and the friends of 
bands,” he said. “So, really, the downturn 
doesn't affect us the same way as it 
would a major.” 


set out by the indies. They are diversifying 
as well. According to John Dunham from 
Universal Music's Edmonton office, the 
model is changing—labels see them- 
selves more as respresentatives of artists 
rather than clearing houses that solely 
exist to sell CDs. 

“We're still hitting our numbers for the 
most part,” Dunham writes. “CD sales may 
be down but legal digital downloads are 
up and ringtones, oh, the ringtones, they 
are very popular and are $3 for a portion of 
a song. Universal also sells some merch as 
well now. We included Tshirts from bands 
like Rush, Hedley and more to come. ... I'm 
less in the music business and more in the 
artist business now. 

“| started with a major label in 1995 as 
a full-time sales rep. Every HMV, Sam the 
Record Man, A&B Sound, etc, were all 
direct accounts, Now there are two direct 
accounts in Edmonton and they are both 
boutiques. I've tried to evolve my career 
with the changes in the music industry and 
it's fair to say so far so good.” w 
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The conceit of conceptuality 


BACKLASH BLUES 


o 
ow 
= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @yueweekly.com 

Concept albums aren't always about a 
progressive idea. It isn’t all wizards, drag- 
ons and alien abduction drama when it 
comes to getting past the basic structure 
of an album. It’s about doing something 
different within the constraints of your 
genre, making an album based on some- 
thing beyond singles, creating a unifying 
element to music. Sometimes it works, 
sometimes it doesn't. 

Matthew Herbert is an experimental 
electronic musician who samples live 
instruments and frequently utilizes found 
sounds. His album Bodily Functions sam- 
ples the sounds of hair and skin cells 
moving, among other bodily processes. 
His newest record There's Me and Theres 
You is no less ambitious, tying a political 
subtext to a boundless sonic experiment. 
It’s largely big band theatrical music using 
samples of varying origin: Palestinian pro- 
testors being shot, the beep from the 
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ST CRISPIN'S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
MUTTART HALL, ALBERTA COLLEGE, $10- $15 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 

How are you feeling right now? If you're 
an artist, you might reflect on this emo- 
tion and create a work that derives from 
it. Images. Feelings. Moods. These are 
what begin the compositional process 
for Don Ross, clarinetist and conductor 
of St Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble. 

"| usually start with some kind of 
emotional state of being, and some kind 
of progression into or out of that, and 
then translate it into sound,” Ross says. 
“So everything | do that’s technical is 
trying to realize that emotional state.” 

St Crispin's Chamber Ensemble will 
perform one of Ross's compositions, 
Your Call, at its upcoming concert. 

{it's} about a guy who's been on hold 
for so long that he’s hearing special 
messages just for him in the on-hold 


incubator system that kept Herbert's son 
alive, the sound of 70 condoms being 
pulled across the British Museum, 100 
nails being driven into a coffin. It's a con- 
cept that is meaningful for reasons out- 
side of just music. 

J-Zone is a rapper-producer from New 
York that had seemingly retired from put- 
ting out his clever solo albums to focus on 
production when he randomly released J- 
Zone & Chief Chinchilla: Live @ The Liqua 
Sto. Unfortuantely, there's a catch. His 
counterpart, Chief Chinchilla (a pitched-up 
version of himself a 1a Quasimoto), out- 
lines the concept at the very beginning in 
awkwardly heavy-handed form: “Yo, like a 
concept, we should do a whole album of 
like malt liquor jingles like them old St Ides 
[commercials] back in the day!” 

This relatively thin record of fictional 
alcoho! ads is tiresome midway through 
the first listen, ultimately limited in scope, 
despite impressive production by Zone and 
talented guest performers like Breezly 
Brewin. Most importantly, the juvenile 
jokes aren't very funny and J-Zone rarely 
taps in his regular voice. There's no reason 
to spend a whole album and year's work 


on something so small-minded, especi 
if it doesn't play to your best skills. 


MR LIE NO STRANGER to the con, 
album with his masterful 2002 ove, 
tional narrative / Phantom, has crafte 
new, evolving musical collection that : 
mirror the changes and developments 
the American presidential cyole. / He, 
It Today will be released incrementally 
iTunes and purposeful leaks, as he co 
piles concepts for the songs from reca 
news stories and political developmen 
seeing complete release on the day of t 
Inauguration, January 20th. “Welcome 
the World” was released through iTun 
on election day, getting paired up W 
the title track (a choppy banger Ehcut t 
housing crisis) and “The Sun” (an inspir 
tional call for hope in dark times), Be: 
yet, Lif. will be putting out free “Presic« 
tial Report” songs at random interya 
and addressing his fans on the issu 
through his online | Heard It Today Ney 
Network (kyte.tv/ch/113014-i-heard 
today-news-network). It's about time th 
musicians played more with the peo, 
who pay to play them. w 


message,” Ross describes. “It's kind of a 
dreamy fantasy state that gets rudely 
interrupted by reality.” 

A meditative fantasy state character- 
izes another work that audiences will 
hear at this concert; Linda Catlin Smith's 
Morning Glory, which St Crispin's Cham- 
ber Ensemble commissioned, makes its 
world premiere at the Ensemble’s 
upcoming show. Also making its world 
premiere is Piotr Grella-Mozejko's /ater- 
place/Interplays. 

“There will be kind of a background of 
feal stillness, and then these little bursts 
of light, and then the bursts of light will 
get closer and closer together until it's this 
huge, fantastic texture of light-emitting 
things,” Ross says of the Ensemble’s vision 
for Grella-Mozejko's open-form piece. 

Imagery is also prevalent in a work by 
composer Alfred Fisher, whose Seen and 
Heard will be making its Edmonton debut 
on Sunday. Each of Seen and Heara’s 
four movements is a musical impression 
of a different painting. Due to its subtle 


- focusing on the sang’s emotions 


oF thay feeds try 


shadings and colours, and to its rhythmic 
complexity, Seen and Heard takes the 
most preparation of any of the pieces 
that St Crispin's Chamber Ensemble will 
perform on Sunday, Ross notes. 

St Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble’s 
sound always changes because the col- 
lection of instruments on stage varies 
depending on what music the group is 
playing, Ross says. However. as with 
Ross's compositional process, the group 
always approaches its playing by first 


“Its always emotion first, and then all 
the precision and technical stuff is in sup- 
port of the emotion,” Ross elaborates 

Whilevhe can find himself wrapped up 
in what the piece is saying, his hooe as 
a performer is to create the music's 
mood in the listener. But the group als 
has @ couple of other overall goals 

“One of the things we're saying about 
St Crispin | Riese ‘they either have to 
say something. | deep about human truth, 
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‘DEM MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

/ tried to get a lot of del- 
icate things recorded, 

and just [get it) more 

coustic and organic sounding,” says 


and, what's the word I'm looking for?” 
»pragile,” finishes singer/guitarist 
Ryan Anderson. “We wanted to make 
the album sound a little bit fragile. 
There are points when you’can hear 
just a whisper, and I like that sound.” 
There are points on F&M’'s new 
album, Every Light Must Fade, where it 
ceems almost certain that the music 
ill break, collapsing in on itself. The 
hender, cracking vocal by singer/key- 
hoatdist/occasional guitarist Becky 
anderson on the whispering “Stuttering 
mepoy” is a perfect example, the music 
barely there beneath her voice, fingers 
sliding across acoustic guitar strings as 
the gentlest of brushed drums provides 
a backbone for the piece. 
And it’s those sounds of life—the 
fingers on the strings or Becky's 
wvavering voice—that turn Every Light 
Must Fade from a collection of songs 
into an album that begs to be 
explored and mapped out by the lis- 
ener. It's also clear that the band was 
@ willing participant in the creative 
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process that led to the finished album. 

“A lot of the noises and the creaks 
that the piano makes—the bench you 
can hear creaking in ‘Shy’ and just at 
the end you hear this pedal lift,” Becky 
notes. “That's Bryan's wife’s piano ... 
and it’s really old and it’s got these 
things that you're not going to fix them, 
that’s just part of the instrument.” 

“All those extraneous sounds, they 
add up to this unique character on the 
album,” Reichert adds. “We were really 
careful of leaving subtleties like the 
piano and making sure they were 
heard. I's part of the enjoyment of this 
band—we're a very dynamic band and 
every sound that we create is some- 
what intentional—I mean sometimes 
they're not, but they become intention- 
al because of the kind of band we are.” 

“Every note we play has a bit of 
intention to it,” Ryan agrees. “F&M is 
kind of a collective in the sense that | 
won't just bring in a bass player to put 
on a bass line—it’s got to be someone 
who will bring in something, and it 


SERENARYDER.COM 


Jarkness on the edge of town 


M finds the beauty and the power in fading lights 


puts a bit of pressure on them: they 
have to introduce something that’s 
going to help it. But the other side of it 
is, even our drummer, Chad [Andri- 
owski], he understands that you need 
to sometimes have silence. Some- 
times you need to pull back, some- 
times it needs to be really delicate.” 


THERE'S DELICACY IN F&M’s music, cer- 
tainly—the quiet “Industrious” exempli- 
fies that approach—but at the opposite 
end of the spectrum the band is also 
comfortable with the soaring, epic 
nature of "Passchendaele 1917” and 
the stripped-down, driving chords of 
“Another. Closing Number.” The range 
that the band covers means that F&M 
defies easy categorization, dancing 
along several edges; it also means the 
band pays considerable attention to 
the role of those dynamics that 
Reichert mentioned in order to tie the 
ends together. 

“We're not a rootsy folk band, we're 
not a rock band,” Ryan states. “We can 
play as loud as any band out there, but 
we can also play as quiet as any band 
out there—in fact, probably quieter. We 
just played in Red Deer with a bunch of 
loud rock bands and electronic bands 
and then we went up there and played 
as.a three-piece and instead of getting 


louder we just got really 
quiet and the whole bar 
had to go really quiet.” 
The live experience is 
something that has This past year we've 
become increasingly been playing a 
important to the band lot more live 
since its last album ane I Pais it 
was released in 2007 shows in the 
and the group took to recording 
the stage more and more frequently. because some of the songs we've b 
That’s where the musicians have _ playing a while, so when we come into 
learned to tune into each other with 
ever more accuracy, bringing the 
dynamics to the fore of the sound 
“I’m hoping [the album] has a live 


the studio the vision is a bit clearer and 
performance quality,” admits Becky. “1 


know Ryan and Bryan 
really like the record- 
ing process, but for me 
I really enjoy the live 


it feels a little bit more fi 
because then we can take 
chances rather than trying t 
down." v 
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be beneficial to some, Organ thinks 
it’s generally not a good idea and 
prefers to see a project from start to 
finish. 

“When you hit record for the first 
time there’s a vision that hopefully 
you can extend to the end of mixing. 
So I kind of think mixing is part of 
the process,” he says. 

Where you do need a fresh pair 
of ears, however, is in the master- 
ing process. This is your opportu- 
nity to make sure the album 

functions as a cohesive whole and 
that the ballad isn’t 10X louder 
than your rockers. It will also 
bring the album up to commercial 
standards so that it can be played 
on the radio or by a DJ and they 
won't have to make huge adjust- 
ments. Your producer can proba- 
bly suggest a good masterer. 

If you are unhappy with your end 
result don’t just stay quiet about it, 


speak up. If you were happy with 
how the parts sounded before mix- 
ing it's possible that some lines of 
communication got crossed in the 
mixing process, or that it just needs 
a little tweak. 

“If they were happy before it 
got mixed and unhappy after it 
got mixed it’s easy to see what 
the culprit is, so a partial or full 
remix might be in order,” explains 
Organ. “Also, it's happened where 
a client wasn’t 100 per cent happy 
with the mixes and I had just 
moved into a new control room 
so I wasn’t sure how the mix 
would translate and I listened to 
them in the car and the artist was 
totally right. So I adjusted the 
mixes and they were 100 per cent 
happy. So I would say take it to 
the producer and be clear about 
what your complaints are.” v 


Next month we're going to cover how 
to do a DIY release so that people will 
actually be able to hear what you've 
created. 
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UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Brian McIntosh, bass-baritone 
Tanya Prochazka, Conductor 
Monday, 17 November — 8 pm 


Centenary Celebration 
WINSPEAR CENTRE FOR Music 
Holst’s Planets and arias by Verdi, Massenet and Lortzing 


General admission: $20, Tickers at Winspear, 780 428 1414 


MUSIC AT CONVOCATION HALL 
Friday, 14 November — 8 pm 
Petar Dundjerski, flute 
Julie Amundsen, cello 
Works by Mozart, Beethoven, and Roussel 
Sunday, 23 November — 8 pm 


Janet Scott Hoyt, piano 
Works by Mozart, Schumann, Rietz, 
Dutilleux, Poulenc and Saint-Saens 


Conyocation Hall, Arts Building, University of Alberta 
Tickets at the door 
‘The Gramophone, 780 428 2356 | TIX on the Square, 780 420 1757 


www.music.ualberta.ca 
music@ualberta.ca 
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Trippy shrooms 


Mark Farina goes deep on Mushroom Jazz 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carelyn@vueweekly.com 
ark Farina’s sixth and latest 
instalment of Mushroom Jazz 
begins with a frantic, stream- 

of-consciousness snippet of beat poet- 


“It’s so San Francisco-y to have a 
little beat action going on,” the DJ 
and producer says from his Bay area 
phone. “But also, it just seems like 
the way things are going, with all the 
madness going on in the world and 
stuff, it seemed to kind of fit with 
things.” 

Coming from a mixtape back- 
ground, the former Chicagoan likes 
to set the scene in that first track, 
and he finds himself in a jazzier 
mood. On Volume Six, there are still 
plenty of downtempo and hip-hop 
offerings, but Farina also plays up 
his reverence for the bass beat. 

The Mushroom Jazz series has 
obviously evolved from its begin- 
nings. Farina began experimenting 
with the soulful side of things when 
he got demoted to a Chicago club’s 
side stage for playing too many Mar- 


_ tin Luther King Jr samples with his 


house from the main stage. By the 
mid-'90s, Farina was surfing the 
tides between nu jazz and trip hop, 


oe 


V 


= MARK FARINA 
~ 


but his ability to find his kind of 
music to noodle with has changed, 
too. Sure, he doesn’t have to scour 
record stores like he used to—with 
over a decade in the biz,-he’s made 
some friends who channel stuff his 
way—but, he admits, it’s a lot harder 
ta sift through the variable offerings. 

“It's harder to find a lot of good 
downtempo than house. House I 
can generally always find plenty of 
good new tunes, but sometimes the 
downtempo, jazzy stuff is a lot 
more hidden than it used to be,” he 
explains. “A lot of the hip hop, it 
takes a lot more searching to find 
the certain vibe that I’m looking for. 
And also R&B stuff, the kind of 
vocals I like, | wouldn't really call it 
R&B, it falls from that acid jazz 
based time frame—which to me is 
that early ‘90s to mid-'90s, early 
New York hip hop, mixed with Eng- 
lish acid jazz soul feel. I like the 
combos and it seems like not a lot 
of people do it.” 


Jubilee Auditorium 


Mon & Tue Nov 24 & 25 
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I'S ALSO DIFFICULT to fina time to hit 
the studio when you're on the road 
three or four nights every week. 

“I always try to block time 
ahead from travelling and do 
time off to do studio time. Some- 
times you can’t just do tracks in 
between DJ gigs. Sometimes 
there’s not enough time,” he says 
“And I use more old fashioned 
gear, I’m not really a compute: 
production person, so it’s noi 
something that I do on the road. | 
have a studio here that I kind oi 
need to be in the studio to a 
stuff.” 

It’s difficult to imagine what kind 
of output Farina would have if he did 
have a travelling studio. As it is, he 
isn’t too far off from a rambling and 
prolific poet, detailing life's pieces in 
deep beats. v 
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il band remembers where it came from 


/ bryan@vueweekly.com 

, quickly—what do you 
jow about 36 Crazyfists? 
The band plays metal and it’s 
m Alask eo a lot of bands 
s so closely identified with where 
y come from, and even though 36 
Is left Alaska and was based 
portland for a long time, the band 
s always “That band from Alaska.” 

singer Brock Lindow doesn’t mind, 
course, because he likes where he 
ime from and is proud of it. In his 
ind, the fact that the band is con- 
antly tied to its home state comes 
»m the fact that not many people 
pw that much about the land that 
es the United States oil, a great 
ise ship destination for old people 
d Sarah Palin. 

Most people, even in our own 
ntry, forget it’s part of the States Lu 
ymost people when youtellthem = 
u're from Alaska they look at you > 
e you said you're from the moon,” Ge 
says of his home state. “Andnot Ou 


36 CRAZVFISTS Late enceat 

"The process itself was j i 
WTHALLTHAT MANS WFLAMES GQJRA —backethe funnest time 1've ever ted 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $29.50 (ALL AGES) doing a record. I’m not a big fan of 
jo much music has come out of the studio, | don’t really enjoy it. Steve 
re So maybe people aren't used to _ allowed the band to utilize the talents _loves it, he can sit in front of a com- 
aring that bands come from there.” of guitarist Steve Holt in the produc- _ puter and record instruments for 


er’s chair for its latest album, The Tide _ hours but I don’t have the patience for 
NETHELESS, COME out of the state and its Takers, something the mem- __it,” he says. “It was a great experi- 
group did—and with a vengeance. bers have wanted to do for along ence, definitely the most freeing expe- 
ecent switch in record companies _ time. This led to the best recording _ rience we've all had while we've been 
ym Roadrunner to Ferret Records _ session the band’s ever had, accord- _ recording records for labels.” w 
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BLACK DOG LIVE AcousTIC SATURDAY AFTERNOONS 4-6PM 
NO COVER * HAPPY HOUR DRINK PRICES 2-7PM 


NOVEMBER 15° FRIENDS OF OTIS 


Concert Society px... 


Jim Cockell, violin * Amy McClary, cello 


and Toronto’s Linda Catlin Smith 


Saint Crispin's Chamber Ensemble will play six major new works 

written specially for them, including two world premieres, as part ' 
of the New Music Alberta concert series. The Ensemble, led by the 
critically acclaimed composer and clarinetist Don Ross, is one of 
Edmonton's busiest and most innovative music groups. Since 1994 
the group has appeared on numerous CDs, CBC broadcasts, in 
new music festivals and has played dezens of programs of tradi- 
tional masterpieces and cutting edge new works:.Don alto 
appears regularly as a soloist and orchestra player, most recently 
with the Edmonton and Prince George Symphonies, the Citadel 
‘Theatre Orchestra, and the Brian Webb Dance Company: He often, 
collaborates with the Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society and 

the Boreal Electroacoustic Music Society. 
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ST. CRISPIN'S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 


Twilla MacLeod, soprano * Petax Dundjerski, flute * Jeff Campbell, clarinet « 
Don Ross, clarinet and conductor * Tom King, piano* Bob Fenske, percussion * 


Music by: Don Ross, Sonya Guha-Thakurta, Hope Lee and 
Alfred Fisher, along with new commissions by Piotr Grella-Mozejko 


Sunday, 16 November 2008 


2:00 P.M. 3 
Muttart Hall, Alberta Colleg 
Conservatory of Music 


Tickets available at the door 
$15 (adults) » $10. (seniors and students) 
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Ian Tyson, Yellowhead to Yellow- 
stone and Other Love Stories 
(Stony Plain) The winds of change 
surround Yellowhead to Yellowstone 
and Other Love Stories, right from the 
first notes of the title track, as lan 
Tyson inhabits the soul of a young 
wolf taken from Canada and moved 
south to Yellowstone. Time rolls on 
through the song's verses, as the wolf 
grows into the pack's leader and final- 
ly towards death. The music is very 
much of two minds here, initially 
moving quickly, then 
slowing to a deliber- 
ate and steady pace 
for the second half. 

Now, Tyson is 
treading on tricky 
terrain here—the 
thoughts of animals 
work just fine in Dis- 
ney films, but can 
often fall flat in 
song—but he navi- 
gates it with skill, 
picking his way 
through the song's story with well- 
chosen lyrics that highlight displace- 
ment, love—both won and lost—and 
the effécts of age. Tyson is never 
overbearing, instead holding back 
and going for subtlety in order to tug 
on the heartstrings, and it works 
wonderfully. 

Tyson has always been aware of 
the shifting nature of life—it was in 
the early ‘60s that he first sang “I’m 
bound for moving on" in “Four 
Strong Winds’—but on this record he 
seems to have more of a focus than 
ever before, all the songs working 
together as a whole to emphasize 
the precarious paths that mark this 
world 

Those paths are many, too, and 
Tyson uses them to great advantage 
here. The human heart is at the root 
of every song, but the cirucmstances 
that it endures change between 
songs. On “The Fiddler Must Get Paid” 
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bbc sessions 2LP/zcpico 


top 10 sellers 


01. soft airplane chad van gaalen 


it’s life's unwillingness to yield to a 
broken heart; on “Ross Knox" it's a 
cowboy sent from his Arizona home 
to a war in a foreign country; 
“Estrangement” is a sober ode toa 
lost love; and “Love Never Comes At 
All” is a gentle song that finds Tyson 
refusing to give up hope that love 
might win out after all. 

Of note on Yellowhead to Yellow- 
stone and Other Love Stories is the 
sound of Tyson's voice; and the 
once-strong instrument has been 
ravaged by a virus 
and where there 
was a steady power 
just a couple of 
years ago, Tyson 
now strains to 
coax his whisper 
into something 
more. While one 
might think that 
the near loss of 
voice might be 
devastating toa 
singer, Tyson has 
persevered, refusing to give in and 
adapting himself instead. The effect 
is stunning, Tyson sounding some- 
how stronger in emotion than ever 
before, his weakened voice simply 
one more obstacle between him 
and the end of the song. And he 
never relents, dragging himself 
onward with determination. 

That voice is what Yellowhead to 
Yellowstone and Other Love Stories is 
built on, just as much as the songs. 
Now 75, and still dealing with broken 
hearts belonging to both himself and 
others—’My Cherry Colored Rose” is 
the best hockey-related song to 
come along in some time, Tyson 
relating the love story between Don 
Cherry and his late wife, Rose— 
there's a fragility in Tyson’s voice 
now that makes each song, each 
verse and chorus, each line, even, 
that much more powerful. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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The Danks, Samples (Colla, 
Rock) Is this a demo, or an 5; 
dunno ony the Danks called its ; 
recording s, 
ples, beca 
that's a little 

fusing. Wh, 


with mil 
crunchy pop hooks, it's a ; 
mover, and the breath-hea, 
reverby, slightly fey vocals soy 
awesome. This band plays a 1; 
game, and is well worth check; 
out. OK, wait, I just though: 
something else a little confusin; 
why would you name your b4 
after the way balls smell afte, 
ing your bike a long 

— BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


i 


Ani Difranco, Red Letter ya 
(Righteous Babe Music) 1 
years in the making, Red Letter 
finds Ani Difran 
closing in on 
adjusting to bei 
a mom and ¢ 
ting used to cj 


Anionnctg 


e 


ing New Orled 
home. It's 
album that h 


Difranco thinking about the freed 
of youth (“Emancipated Minor”) 
she has accomplished (‘Alla This 
the need for positivity in everyd 
life (“Smiling Underneath") and | 
importance of love (“Present/Infan 
"Round a Pole”). But all that does 
mean she’s settling into any sta 
dard “grown up” routine, as indi 
ed in the album's opening lin 
“New years eve we dropped mus 
rooms / And danced round 

house / Making music with ev 

thing we found.” And it do« 

mean she’s lost her political ed 
either; she just delivers her insig 
in a more nuanced way. Tak 
together it’s a red-letter albu 
—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


Kaiser Chiefs, Off With Th 
Heads (B- Unique) a havg 


Kaiser Chiefs | 
exactly a ho 
hold nam 
North Amer! 
But the grou 
third full-length does give some !! 
cation of why it’s so popular wit! 
British masses, serving up plenty 
arena-friendly Blur-esque Bril-j 
anthems like “Never Miss a 5e 
with its ironic take on disintet 
(“What did you learn today? / | | 
nothing / What did you do today” 
did nothing”). And that’s far trom 
only song tailor-made for cr 
sing-a-longs (“Good Days Bad Da 
“Always Happens Like That”) 

album is also full of joking, 2!” 
absurd moments, most notably’ 
opening bars of opener “Spa! 
Metal” and “Addicted to Drugs 

ter get to the arena early, \ 


1 —SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vaeweekly.com 
02. domkirke sunn o))) %s 
03. skeletal lamping of montreal 
04. matador singles '08 jay reatard 
05. fordiandia johan johannsson 


07. chemistry of common life fucked up 

08. microcastle deerhunter 

09. uganda akira ishikawa & count buffalo 
10. 1970s algerian prolo-rai underground v/a 
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e the city that provided 
he album, NYC is 


-Orative album in 

just three years 
from electonic 
=| musician Kieran 
a Hebden (Four Tet) 


york native Steve Reid just feels 
you're moving through the con- 
ted concrete of Big Apple. The 
m starts with the building tension 
iyman Place,” the pace driven 
ost agonizingly by Reid’s drum- 

g, before moving on through Heb- 
f er Reid’s aural tour of the 
pwded city. Like New York, the 
bum assails you from all sides, but 
e the New York of myth, there’s 
hing quite like it, —SCOTT HARRIS / 
@vveweokly.com 


mpic Symphonium, More in Sor- 
than in Anger (Forward Music 
pup) The second album from 
Olympic Sympho- 
nium is a bit like a 
hot bath: a bit hard 
to get into at first, 
} but once you let its 
| warm comforts 
envelop you, it’s 
~ hard to pull your- 
out. With the help of some friends 
group creates an album far more 
than a trio has any right to without 
y losing a soft, intimate folk-pop 
lity befitting of the album’s title. It 
all sadsack melodies, but the 
p is certainly at its best with a bit 
bnging in its voices, as on the pluck- 
“intentions Alone” or slow-country 
file of “Blood from a Stone.” —DAVID 
/ david @vueweekly.com 
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Aerosmith, Draw the Line (Columbia) 
Originally released: 1977 Do drugs and 
tock ‘n' roll go hand in hand? Of course 
they do. When musicians start out play- 
ing together, it tends to be because they 
want to hang out with their friends. Oh, 
sure, there are often some shared 
dreams of fortune and glory, but when it 
comes right down to 
it, the real bond is a 
love of playing, of 
the sound of the var- 
ious —_ insturments 
locking in together 
and laying down a 
groove that feels 
unstoppabie. 

And a drink or 
two, maybe a little 
smoke, sits just fine 
with a bunch of 
friends hanging out 
in the garage and making some noise. 
But then success hits, and the next 
thing you know you're on top of the 
world, at the top of your game because 
of the nightly ritual of hitting the stage 
in hockey arenas around the world, still 
enjoying a smoke and a drink before, 
during and after the show. 

But maybe the extra cash—and all 
the hangers-on that you meet—brings 
along a few new highs. Maybe those 
New ones are the sort that start putting 
up walls between you and the friends 
that you started the band with, 
because they must have their own 
hangers-on who can get them a little 
something, so why the fuck should you 
share yours, right? 

Aerosmith released Rocks in 1976, 
riding on that initial wave of success 
when it was still the five guys in the 
band against the world. The record was 
full of tight rock ‘n’ roll tracks that shone 
the spotlight on the interplay between 
guitarists Joe Perry and Brad Whitford 
as they spun lines around each other, 
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colliding ina solid mass of rhythm, pro- 
pelling ever forward as a whole. 

By 1977's Draw the Line, though, 
things were different. The drugs that 
had been there for some time already 
now reared a collective head that 
made its presence known in the music. 
Gone was the tightness of the previous 
record, replaced by a rambling sound 
and a sense that the band was lost in 
the wilderness of rock ‘n’ roll. 

Despite its flaws, though, what 
makes Draw the Line such an intrigu- 
ing album is that it 
is so brutally hon- 
est. There's no rock 
star posing going 
on here, no attempt 
to be something 
more than what the 
band is. Now, that 
effort is actually 
something that 
remains important 
in music to this 
day—it's the 
stretching for and 
past the limits that results in excitment 
on record and stage—but it also con- 
tributes to the mythology of rock ‘n’ roll 
where musicians play at being some- 
thing more, something different from 
the rest of the world. 

But on Draw the Line Aerosmith was 
beginning what would be a relatively 
short run towards a break-up, and it 
shows in the music. There's still a col- 
lective effort to be heard here—they all 
want to play the same rock ‘n’ roll that 
they always did, but they no longer 
have enough wits about them to come 
at the music from the same direction. 

The result is that the songs are often 
drenched in too many parts that sound 
like broken pieces rather than working 
together as a whole, and the mix is all 
over the place, sounds panning across 
the spectrum with little to no intention 
behind the moves, guitar solos buried 
deep inside the songs and rhythm qui- 
tars clashing rather than uniting. Still, 
this is a captivating audio diary of a 
band on the verge of collapse. w 
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~~ ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 


“You can’t know fire unless you play with 
it," says Mark Finney, a math whiz who 
develops computer models for fighting for- 
est fires. | offer that as a motto for you in 
the coming week, Aries. I'm not saying you 
should purposely ignite a conflagration for 
the sake of impulsive experimentation. I'm 
not saying you should kick smouldering 
embers around like soccer balls or light a 
cigarette while you're pumping gasoline or 
buy yourself a flame-thrower. What | am 
Saying is that it will be in your interest to 
learn more about how to play safely with 
intriquing, useful fires. 


~ “TAURUS (APR 20/-MAY 20) 


The time for keeping the doors closed is 
passing. But it is not yet the right moment 
to fling them wide open. According to my 
reading of the omens, your best strategy is 
to keep doors ajar—open just a crack, let- 
ting some air in and allowing a hint of your 
light to trickle out. This will discourage 
unfocused wanderers from barging in, 
while at the same time it encourages wor- 
thy candidates with a healthy curiosity to 
sneak peeks inside. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“There is a rose in Spanish Harlem,” sings 
Ben E King in his old pop ballad. “It is a 
special one / It's never seen the sun / It 
only comes out when the moon is on the 
run.” King is fantasizing with longing 
about an alluring woman from a hard- 


scrabble neighborhood. The rose is “grow- 
ing in the street / right up through the con- 
crete’—a delicate beauty blooming 
amidst tough conditions. Your assignment, 
Gemini, is to cultivate a connection with 
your equivalent of that rose. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Every second of your life, your bone mar- 
row produces 100 trillion molecules of 
hemoglobin, the stuff that carries oxygen 
from your lungs to the rest of you. Mean- 
while, every minute, your immune system 
begets 10 million lymphocytes, which are 
key players in your body's defenses. These 
are just two examples of the endless mar- 
vels you produce, Cancerian. You are a cre- 
ator of the first order. You're a supreme 
maker and a generative genius. Remember 
that in the coming days. It will help you be 
confident and purposeful as you birth minor 
miracles and intimate wonders. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

For decades the US government has hand- 
ed out far more welfare benefits to big cor- 
porations than to poor people. Companies 
like IBM, General Electric, Boeing and oth- 
ers rake in over $100 billion of subsidies 
each year. In other words, socialism has 
been a prominent feature of the so-called 
capitalist system for a long time. Recently, 
Karl Marx's influence has made even deep- 
er inroads into the American way, with the 
government becoming part-owner of many 
banks in order to keep them solvent. Will 
any of this fantastic largesse be extended 
to regular citizens, like maybe in the form 
of nationalized healthcare? | can't answer 


that. But | do know this, Leo: in the coming . 


months, you will get help from powers that 
you regard as above and beyond you. 


Crocker’s 


bonnets 


Calgary musician wears plenty of hats 


JAMES STEWART / jstewart@vueweokly.com 


en Jay Crocker takes the 
Stage this Saturday, it'll be 
under the guise of band- 


leader and singer-songwriter, though 
that’s just one of the many hats he 
can be seen wearing these days. 

“I think I've produced ... seven 
records this year,” he laughs. Also a 
full-fledged member of NOMORE- 
SHAPES and Ghostkeeper, Crocker is 
clearly keeping busy down in his 
home base of Calgary. 

In early 2007, Crocker was able to 
set aside two weeks to make the trek 
down to Tuscon, Arizona where he 
had the opportunity to work with pro- 
ducer Craig Schumacher (Calexico, 
Iron & Wine, Neko Case) at the famed 
analogue-mecca Wavelab Studios. 
Below the Ocean Over is the result, a 
sprawling and inventive effort recent- 
ly released on Calgary-based Artunit 
Records. 

“I had wanted to work with Craig 
since hearing [Neko Case's] Fox Con- 

fessor Brings the Flood,” he explains. 
“The analogue recording process is 
also important to me; the focus is 
more on the performances, and the 
sound has more depth when you 
record to tape. Everything just seems 
to hang together better.” 

After the release of 2006's Melodies 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

For many people, 10:30 am is the single 
best time of day to come up with fresh 
insights and new ideas. But that won't 
exactly be true for you in the coming 
week. | mean, 10:30 will be a time when 
you're likely to be really smart, but then 
so will 11:30, 1:05, 2:37, 3:46 and 4:20. 
For that matter, 6:35 may also bring a 
gush of high intelligence, as well as 7:27, 
8:19, and the last 10 minutes before bed- 
time. What I'm trying to tell you, Virgo, is 
that you're in a phase when being bril- 
liant should come pretty naturally. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Ruminate a minute about the people who 
don't see you for who you really are. Some 
of them are enemies, but others may be 
loved ones or allies. Consider the possibility 
that you have unconsciously bought in to 
their beliefs about you; that you are at least 
partially trapped in the habit of acting like 
the person they think you are. Now visual- 
ize what it would be like to free yourself 
from the images and expectations they 
have of you. Imagine the exhilaration you'd 
feel if you answered only to the still, small 
voice of your own lucid intuition. The com- 
ing weeks will be a good time for you to 
practice this high art. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

The New York Times ran a story about 
philosopher Nick Bostrom. He believes 
there's a significant chance our world is 
actually a computer simulation. In his sce- 
nario, you and | are living in a version of 
The Matrix. Our “brains” are merely webs 
of computer circuits created by our post- 
human descendants, who are studying 
“ancestor simulations” of their past. | 
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From the Outskirts, Crocker gathered 
nine of his friends together as the 
Electric Apes to help bring those 
songs to life on the road. These same 
musicians took the trip down to Ari- 
zona as well, and as Crocker explains, 
there wasn’t much thought given to 
working with anyone else. 

“I just know how to write for those 
guys. We have a great working rela- 
tionship, and I'm able to explain the 
musical sketches very quickly and 
easily. There's a lot of unspoken dia- 
logue that goes on within the band.” _ 

Forgoing any obsessive computer 
micro-editing and artificial auto-tun- 
ing, Crocker and the Apes were able 
to move relatively quickly under the 
experienced guidance of Schumacher. 

“With him at the helm, we were able 
to get the best performances out of 
everyone,” Crocker recalls. “Not only 
that, but he knew how to get the right 
colour, the right sounds for the songs. 
The album just wouldn't sound the 
same with anyone else working on it.” 


RETURNING TO CALGARY arter tne 


bring this to your attention, Scorpio, 
because it's an excellent time for you to 
find out, one way or another, whether 
Bostrom Is correct. Right now you have a 
special talent for knowing what's real and 
what's not. You've also got a knack for 
escaping what's illusory and gravitating 
toward what's authentic. So even if you do 
find out that we're living in The Matrix, 
you could become a kind of messiah with 
resemblances to the character that Keanu 
Reeves played in the film trilogy. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 


- In his book Signs of Success, astrologer 


Steven Weiss says “The question ‘Do you 
believe in astrology?’ is like asking some- 
one if they believe in art.” | agree. Picture a 
no-nonsense physicist gazing at a Kandin- 
sky painting, with its teeming blobs of mad 
eolour and exuberant shapes, and declaring 
it to be a superstitious eruption of delusion 
that's not based on a logical understanding 
of the world. Like Kandinsky's perspective, 
astrology at its best roots us in the poetic 
language of the soul, and isn’t blindly sub- 
missive to the values of the rational ego. 
It's here to liberate our imaginations and 
encourage us to think less literally and to 
visualize our lives as mythic quests. | bring 
this to your attention, Sagittarius, because 
right now it’s crucial that you spend some 
quality time in modes of awareness akin to 
Kandinsky's and astrology’. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Check out this excerpt from “Those Who Do 
Not Dance,” by Chilean poet Gabriel Mis- 
tral: “God asked from on high, / ‘How do | 
come down from this blueness?' / We told 
Him: / come dance with us in the light.” | 
love this passage because it reminds me 


recording process, Crocker becar 
immersed in other musical endeave} 
producing records for Ghostkeepd 
Lorrié Matheson and Ryan Bour 
among others. Switching from t! 
stage to the studio to the produce 
chair could be jarring for some, but 
Crocker explains, all he needs is (j 
time to properly devote to ead 
endeavor. 

“| like to put my all into the projec 
I'm involved with,” Crocker says 
spend about a week before the proje 
begins getting into the right minds 
and kind of compartmentalizing why 
I'll be doing. I'll block some time o 
on a calendar, and dedicate to it full 
I’m not going to make records just 
the weekends,” w ~ 


that nothing is ever set in stone: everyth 
is always up for grabs. Even God needs 
be open to change and eager for fre 
truths. Furthermore, even we puny humai 
may on occasion need to be God's teach 
and helper. Likewise, we can never be sil 
about what lowly or unexpected soured 
may bring us the influences we requit 
What do Mistral’s words mean to ya 
Capricom? Imagine you're the “God” refé 
enced in the poem. What blueness ar 
ready to come down from, and who ine 
invite you to dance in their light? 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 
All of the good works you do in the cor 
ing week will send ripples far and wid 
but not all of them will be recognized 4 
appreciated. | hope that’s OK with you 
hope you won't get obsessed with tryif 
to get all the credit you deserve. The i 
is, your influences will be more effect 
and enduring if they are at least partial 
anonymous. Ironically, your power will 
greater if it’s not fully noticed. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 
Describing his writing class at Sar 
Lawrence College, Jeffrey McDani 
says: “There are two kinds of humour: 

ha humour that is light and airy and floa 
into the sky like a balloon, vanishing 
the giggling subsides; and then there ' 
darker, heavier humour that is still the 
when the laughter stops, a humour t! 
must be reckoned with, a humour W! 
teeth.” | suggest, Pisces, that you ™@ 
the latter your specialty, your passion” 
your medicine. Consort with belly laug! 
and sublime guffaws that rouse the fer 
ity you need in order to penetrate dee? 
into the heart of the Great Mystery. v 


a together for Alberta at the Smithsonian at 
~~ ~ __ the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Wash- 
ington, DC,” singer and guitarist Mireille 
Moquin explains. “We brought tunes from 
our own repertoires, adapted them to the 
Allez Quest sound, if you will, and we 
saw that there was something there. We 
got together, went down there and played 
for two weeks, and it was really great.” 

It took the francophone band another 
couple of years to put together Hybride, 
Allez Quest's debut album. The band— 
rounded out by Jason Kodie on accordion 
and piano, Joé! Lavoie on guitar, man- 
dolin, bass and banjo, and Robert Walsh 
on guitar, mandolin and bass—needed to 
write music specifically for the band, of 
course, and the result is one that Moquin 
feels breaks through the stereotype of 
French-Canadian music. 

“We really go into a roots feel, and 
even our text, they are reality. There's 
a Western francophone reality, of liv- 
ing in minority somewhat, and dealing 
with assimilation,” Moquin explains. 


er. It makes thir 
if you put the bread 
before you slather on 


uires that thn ap 


a musician, it could make 
to have a band together 
pting gigs. But then, 

nds, the order of 


ms before they ever 
And Gorillaz 
even really 


gagroup. 

he members of Edmonton's Allez 
st were invited to play the 2006 
hsonian Folkways Festival before 
were even an official band. 

t was a project band. We came 


Curitiba experience: achieving urban change”, with 
Jaime Lemer; Mon, Nov 17 (7-9pm); free 
ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY 
CONSERVATION « Citadel-Rice Theatre © A public 
debate with Edward 0. Wilson and David Schindler # 
Nov 16 (2-3:30pm) 


FAMOUS AVE LUNCHEON SERIES 780.414.1663, 
-edmontonandareafamousSsociety.ca © 

Celebrating Women in Leadership: Past, Present, Future 

with Wendy Schneider, speaking on Women in 

Agriculture * Nov 20 (11:30am) * $95 


INDUSTRY SHOW AND CONFERENCE 
Shaw Conference Centre © For anyone in the land- 
Scape, greenhouse, nursery, garden industry featuring 
speakers and exhibitors * Nov 20-21 © Info at 
Wwww.greenindustryshow.com 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 780.469.9776/780. 
452.6224 ® Featuring presentations, speakers, work- 
shops, outings, and competitions. All levels of photogra- 
phers welcome * Meet the 2nd and 4th Thu each 
month; Sept-May (8pm); Dec has only the one meeting 
on the 2nd Thu © www.imagesab.com 


JITTERBUG SWING DANCE McKeman Hall, 11341- 
78 Ave, 780.604.7572 ¢ Come to the Sugar Foot Stomp 
and dance swing, jive, charleston, and lindy hop all 
night long * Every Sat (beginner lesson 8pm, dance 
Spm-12am); info at dances@sugarswing.com 


LET'S TALK ABOUT HORMONES Next Christian 
Community, 490, 140 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert © 
Lecture by Jackie Harvey * Sat, Nov 15 (10am-2pm 
morning out; 2-4pm seminar) * $20 (adv. at TIX on 
the Square)/$30 (door) 

MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
780.479.0014, www.gadensamtenting.org: Kushok 
Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate 
Wed (7pm); atlv. Sun (11am-1pm) © Kumaris 


208, 10132-105 St, 
780.425.1050, www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation 
© Meditation and practices 10502-70 
Ave, 780.633.6157, www.karmatashiling.ca; with 
Tibetan tradition Lama Ani et Beginners wel- 
come, instruction available; Wed (7pm); free 


THE MORAL OF THE STORY: ART, CULTURE, 
MEDIA AND POLITICS Horowitz Lounge, SUB and 
Maier Leaming Centre, ETLC, U of A Campus, 
780.492.8558 * Conference exploring why people 
vote against their best interest * Nov 14-16 © 

_ wwwitalberta.ca/parkland/ 


NIIGAANIBATOWAAD: FRONTRUNNERS * U of 
A, £120, Van Viiet Centre; Film screening 


VENTS WEEKLY 


12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
erian Church basement. N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, 
St. Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert ® For 
children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families « 
Mondays including holidays (7:30pm) 


CANADIAN PROFESSIONAL 
ORKING SOCIETY OF ALBERTA Italian 
e, 4230-133 Ave © Business forum and gala 
ng speaker George Dei, live entertainment and 
: Sat, Nov 22 (6pm) © $50 (incl. dinner) at TIX 
ye Square 


ONG THE 3E EQUATION Edmonton Petroleum 
11110-108 St. www.edmontonchamber.com ¢ 
nation by Mr. Snyder examining what industry, 
ments and researchers must do to achieve a sus- 

ble future * Nov 19 (7:30-Sam) 

ESS LINKS SMALL SEMINARS 
BROWN BAGS—ARTS AND CULTURE SERIES 
ess Link, 10237-104 St 

D).272.9575/780.422.7722) ® Get Writing! Get 
ished! The Writers Guild of Alberta lead @ discus- 
on the world of writing ¢ Noy 18 (12-1pm) * Free 


DIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 
, 780.479.1999 * Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) 
ing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) ¢ Boxing; Mon/Thu (7- 
Tue (5-7pm) © Voll Tue (6-8pm) * 
mg Circle; Tue (6-Bpm) * Beadwork Class; Wed 
bm) * C.N-EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) * Hi 
lass; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: Thu (6- 
> Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) ¢ Safe 
) and Harm Reduction; last Fri each month 
-12pm) ® Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) 
Urop-in Night; Fri {6-8pm) 


ON BUSTER'S ECO VILLAGE-CANADA'S 
ZERO CARBON SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
S World of Science, Star Theatre, eae SS 


‘solsralberta.ca * Free presentation 
» and Shanthu Mano * Tue, Nov 18 (7pm) 


ESS Edmonton Chass Club and Society of Alberta 
5 Knights, 780.474.2318  Leam to play chess; 


Priunities for all ages including classes, school pro- followed by a 
ee. Mmm cr 
SOLEIL SINGLES DANCE ¢ Italian- and Laura Beard; Tue, Nov 30pm); $2 (door) © 
Seniors Association OtIt-110 Ave « Sat, Nov Stanley A. Milner Theatre; film screening 
free Foxtrot Lessons (8-Spm) * Regular Dance only; Thu, Nov 20 (7pm); free 
ian) * Members $8, Guests $13 * Info at PAST THE TIPPING POINT-THE COMING POST 
28-4144, wwww.clubdusoliel.com SUSTAINABILITY WORLD? ineertng Teaching and 
OMIC OUTLOOK 2009 LUNCHEON Leami lex, Am ETCL 1-013, 116 St-91 Ave © 
erence Centre © Bret eta dens tad Lecture Non Rees © Nov 14 (10-11am) 
*rcial situation and how Edmonton and Alberta PRISONER IN IRAQ: EXPERIENCES OF A GAY 
8 affected ® Noy 24(1 1am) # $50, Pre-register CHRISTIAN PEACE ACTIVIST Mito Cinema, 9828- 
edmonton.com/out ; 101A Ave, Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre * Coffee with 


James Loney * Sun, Nov 16 (11am) © $20 at TIX on 
the Square, Pride Centre, door 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAYS Steeps Tea Lounge, 
111 780.988. * Free documental 
Maid efi ies Ao Cel 


CLUBS * Chambor 

i se cosper Ave ma 430 3206, Thi ‘lien 
von, Nov 7 et Maton Clo 72075 
Al ‘Ave, 780.633.3921; Fri(noon-Ipm)* 
; Wed (7-8:45pm) fer 
~ petites Toastmasters Club: Kingsway Legion, 


ONTO NATURE: 
Poting f 
Bat Facts and. 


foutlook2009 

CLUB Fi 
ion, 
° 


"So it’s really a product from here, | 
think it’s safe to say. And | think it's 
unique in its sound.” 


10425 Kingsway Ave, 780.456.3934, www.norwood- 
toastmasters.org; Thu (8-10pm) * Power 

Grant MacEwan Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 10045- 
156 St, 780.459.0642; Wed (7-Spm) * Pursuers: Best 
Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard, 
780.457.0808; Wed (7-Spm) * Chanticleer: 
Kingsway Rm, Millard Health Building, 131 Airport Rd, 
780.498.4608/780.474.1138; Thu (?-8:30am) ¢ 

U Bound: Rm 601 ales College 10215- 
108St, 780.488.4098/780.454 3720, 
adamsrk@telus.net, Wed (7-8:30pm) 


VISITING SPEAKER LECTURE SERIES Fine Arts 
Building * The Body Series 2008-2009: The Art Practice 
of Catherine Richards * Nov 13 (5-7pm) * Free 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WOALD Civil Engineering 
Bldg (CEB) 325, www.iweek.valberta.ca ¢ Global issues 
film and speaker series: La Sierra ¢ Wed, Nov 19 (5pm) 


INTER CYCLING SEMINAR BikeWorks, 10047-80 

Ave, back alley entrance, www.edmontonbikes.ca * 

Discussion on route finding, clothing, commuting, and 

readying your bicycle for the season ® Thu, Nov 20 
-Spmn| 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
(10-11am) each month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook 
United Church, Red Deer, 403.347.6073 * Affirm wel- 
come LGBTQ people and their friends, family, and allies 
meet the 2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca « 2nd Thu: Illusions 
Social Club 3rd Wed: Edmonton 0 Society © 2nd Tue: 
Edmonton Rainbow Business Association * Every Fri 
jee Café © Fri and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 « 
Long Weekend Sundays feature the Stardust Lounge 
with Miss Bianea and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 * Open nightly Spm-sam, Fri 8-Jpm * 
Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, Du _ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight. OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowcnaser * Wed: 
Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean * Thu; Wet underwear 
contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy ¢ Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool 
and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men 
and their admirers who have common social interests 
meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social 
period, a short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion 
nel or a potluck supper. Spacial interest groups meet 
om other social activities throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EXPOSURE 2008 www.exposurefestival.ca * A nine- 
day festival covering a huge array and virtually all disci- 
plines of arts and queer culture * Noy 14-22 
GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women's Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 
St,780.465.3620; Wed (6-7:30pm) * Bootcamp; 
4 Viana al School at 15451-84 Bie cs 
8:15pm); bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * ing: 
ales 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd: Sat (5-7pm), 
bowli inton.ca * Curling: Mon (7:15- 
Sie Sa at Peercn 
ning: fue, Thu; . 
Swine NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu 
7: ): swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 


EVENTS 


Allez Quest's members also had to find 
time between each of their various other 
projects. For her part, Moquin is heavily 


involved with UUni Theatre, both as an 
actress and in-the-production side of 
things. She-didn’t start pursuing music in 
a professional way until several years 


ago, which-puts her in a position to drink ’ 


up the longer-term experience of her 
bandmates. 

“Well, you've got four heads around 
the table,” she says. “There's one tune on 
the album, we had written it, and it took 
a couple of days, but | remember we 
were trying to change one line and it took 
us about two hours to change the line. It 
turned out to be an excellent fine! 

“It's interesting in its development. All 
of the different ideas and where it brings 
the discussion of the song—somewhere 
Where yau probably wouldn't have gone, 
Or maybe you've gone or you wouldn't 
have thought of going if you were sitting 
at the table by yourself,” she adds 
“Sometimes it would take longer than if 
you were to write a tune by yourself, but 
sometimes it was great because you'd 
get to some interesting places.” w 


Volleyball: Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa 
Elementary School at 9008-105A (8-10pm); Thu inter- 
mediate: Amiskiwatiy Academy, 101 Airport Road (8- 
Ul recyolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; 
volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hatha); Free 
Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); Korezone Fitness, 203, 
10575-115 St.; yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St, 
780.387.3343 © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends 
and supporters meet 2nd Thu each month 
http://groups.yahoo.cam/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organ- 
ization for lesbian, fey. bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
Straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu each month 
(fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS #203, 10575-115 St ¢ LIVING 
POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, 
1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768, 
Www.edmlivingpositive.ca * Providing confidential peer 
support to people living with HIV * Tue an) 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 * Program for HIV-AIDQS 
aly treatment and harm reduction in French, 

nglish and other African languages * 3rd and 4th Sat 
(9am-5pm) each month # Free {member)/$10 (member- 
ship) ® Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every 
Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * A support group 
for parents and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
gender and queer people * Meet the Ist Wed each 
month September-June oa T. Ruby 780.436.1998 
{after 6pm); E: edmontonab@ptlagcanada.ca 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St. www playnight- 
club.ca * Open Thu, Fri, Sat * The first bar for the 
weer community to open in a decade with DJs Alexx 
Bown and Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
780.488.3234, www.pndecentreofedmonton.org * 
Open Tue-Fn 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30m # LGBT Seniors 
Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu (2-4pm) ® CA: Every Thu (7pm) 
® Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study group meet 
every Sat (noon) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth 
up to 25 years, support and social group meet every Sat 
(7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca * Womonspace: Board meeting 
1st Sun each month (10:30am-12:30pm) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the Ist and 3rd Sun (2- 
4pm) of each month; www.albertatrans.org * Men 
Talking with Pride: Every Sun (7pm); facilitator: Rob 
Wells robwells780@hotmail.com * HIV suo Group: 
Meet the 2nd Mon of each month (7pm) * Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) Alliance; 
Support meeting the 2nd Tue each month (7:30pm) 
Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning 
Education, advocacy and support for men, women and 
uth; PELAG Edmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month 
7pm) * Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in coun 
seling; every Wed {7-10pm) * care drop-in for 
LGBTQ for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat (3-/pm) 
ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209- 
123 St, 780.482.1587, www.rwue.org * Soul OUTing: an 
So ed see wor =a a ae 
month (7pm); worship Sun (10; ; people of all sex- 
ual ao welcome. A LGBT monthly book club 
and a bi-monthly film night. Info email 
jravenscroft@rwuc.org 
ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 * People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome * Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, ee A 
www.womonspace.ca, womonspace@gmail.com * 
Non-profit lesbian social organization for Edmonton 
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and surrounding area. Organized monthly activities 
from dances, games nites, oolf tournament, etc. 
Monthly newsletter and reduced rates included with 


membership. Confidentiality assured 4 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 * Open 
ee Mes ® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick © 
Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY Lions Senior Citizens 
Centre 11113-113 St © Edmonton Immigrant Se 
Association present 4 fundraising dinner © Fri, t 
(6:30pm) * $40 each at TIX on the Square 


DANCING FOR THE KIDS Shaw Conference Centre « 
Celebrities are teamed with professional dance 
tors to strut their stuff in a ballroom dance demonstra- 
tion in support of the Kids with Cancer Society. * Nov 
25 © Info at www.dancingforthekids.com 


DENIM AND DIAMONDS GALA AND AUCTION 
Shaw Conference Centre © Fundraising gala for dia- 
betes research presented by the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation LUDRA featuring Martha Reeves 
and the Vandellas * Nov 15 © $175 at wwwjdri.ca 


FAVA 28ITS ANNIVERSARY SCREENING EVENT 
Metro Cinema, Citadel Theatre, 9828-101A Ave, 
780.429.1671, www.fava.ca * Celebrating the old by 
showcasing the new * Thu, Noy 20 (6:30pm) * Free 
(FAVA members/craw)/by donation (general public) 


FESTIVAL OF IDEAS: FEAR AND HAPPINESS IN 
THE MODERN WORLD Various locations; www. festi- 
valofideas.ca * Nov 13-14 © Winspear Centre, An 
Evening With Salman Rushdie; Tho, Nov 13 (7pm); tick- 
ets at 1 on the Square 


GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE... Hellenic Community 
Centre, 10450-116 St Art auction presented by 
Harcourt House Arts Centre and Visual Arts Alberta * 
Sat, Nov 22 (6pm) © $40 (adv\/$45 (door) 


JUST CHRISTMAS Alberta Avenue Community Hall 
9210-118 Ave, www justchristmas.org * A global 
marketplace * Noy 21-22 (Fri 5:30-Spm, Sat 9:30am- 
4pm) ® Free 

SALVOS PEACE AWARDS City Hall. Heritage 
Room, 102A Ave, 100 St « Presentation of the Salvos 
Peace Awards featuring speaker John Siebert * Tue, 
Nov 18 (7:30pm) * Free 


SCIENCE SATURDAY FOR KIDS U of A in the Earth ®. 


Sciences Building off of Saskatchewan Drive * An 
afternoon of discovery for kids ages 5-12 * Nov 15 
(12-4pm) 

UBUNTU EDMONTON-BUILDING THE FUTURE 
Fantasyland Hotel, WEM, 17700-87 Ave # Fundraising 
dinner followed by speakers to raise funds for Ubuntus 
charitable work in Rwanda * Wed, Nov 19 (6pm) * 
$100 per person at TIX on the Square 


COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment Centre, 
34th Ave., Calgary Trail « Thu (8:30pm); Sat (8pm and 
10pm) * Lorenzo Thornton Nov 13-15 * Bob Angeli; 
Nov 20-22 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St. WEM, 780.483.5999, 
wwwithecomicstrip.ca * Hit or Miss Mondays: Each 
Mon @ Altemative Tuesdays: Each Tue * Michael 
Somerville; until Nov 16 © JR Brow; Nov 19-23 © 
Claude Stuart: Nov 26-30 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-5606 137 Ave, Londonderry 
Mall, 780.476.1010, He eae * Sun-fn 

); Sat (8pm and 10: Wednesdays are ama- 
ase ° Hove Miler Nov 13 © Johnny 
Bagpipes Johnston; Nov 14-15; $25 


UON'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hotel, 4440 Gateway _ 
Blvd © Comedy Night; Hosted by Lars Callieou featuri 
professional and amateur comedians © Every Sun (Spm) 


61 


WUEWEEKLY 


2 


Yes we can (discriminate)! 


" 


12> 


e5| QUEERMONTON 


3) roe 
ted@vueweekly.com 


Like many people, | watched Barack 
Obama's victory on election night with 
tear-brimming joy. The waterworks start- 
ed when he mentioned gays by name in 
the first few lines of his speech and they 
carried through until | found myself 
mouthing “Yes we can” along with the 
audience in Grant Park and the silent cho- 
tus from around the world. 
| was on a wave of euphoria and hope 
until half way through the next morning 
when | realized that in the same moment 
that many people in California, Arizona 
and Florida voted for change by voting for 
Obama they also voted to discriminate 
against gay people by allowing the ban 
on gay marriage in those states to pass. 
Most famously in California with 


Proposition 8, the three states added 
propositions to the ballot that proposed 
banning same sex marriage. This summer 
the state of California legalized same sex 
marriage, so Prop 8 was not only about 
banning marriage for gay people but 
about taking away rights that had already 
baen won. This serves as a lesson that 
rights can be taken away—yes they can! 

The vote against gay people was in 
part made easier because Obama himself 
has said that he is not in favour of gay 
marriage. While it is obvious from his 
previous work with LGBT communities 
that his stance on same sex marriage is 
motivated more by politics than discrimi- 
nation, | think it gave voters an excuse. 
They could vote for a leader they believed 
in and hide their homophobia under the 
cloak of the same leader's reasoning. 

On blogs and in papers the next day may 
people were blaming the failure to prevent 
the ban on gay marriage on Black and His- 


panic voters. This need to racialize the 
blame, and roll out the politics of oppres- 
sion in the face of lost rights in the same 
moment that America voted for their first 
visible minority president is disappointing. 


1T WAS IN LIGHT of the harsh reality that 
accompanied Obama's victory that | was 
more able to recognize the more localized 
homophobia | experienced later in the 
week, | had sent a request to a supposed 
community-centric listserv to spread the 
word about Exposure: Edmonton’s Queer 
Arts and Culture Festival. | received an 
email back from the administrator of the 
listserv stating that he wouldn't be able to 
post my announcement for a variety of rea- 
sons, including that | had missed the dead- 
line and that there were other clients in 
front of me. Those responses | could 
accept, but he also stated that he would 
be unable to send out my post because 
“it's bound to offend some of our sub- 
scribers.” Not wanting to jump to conclu- 
sions, | emailed him back asking for 
clarification to which he responded, 
“There's no need to embark is some sort of 


polemic in this—while we have no issue 
with the content of your festival or with 
people's sexuality; some of our subscribers 
however, do—thus, as we don't want to 
alienate them, we reserve the right to post 
or not content that may be offensive to 
some... Sorry, but, c’est la vie.” 

His flippant willingness to alienate the 
queer community, not to mention underes- 
timate his subscribers, shocked and sur- 
prised me. He is either assuming that his 
subscribers are homophobic or he knows 
that some of them are. He also assumes 
that the needs and feelings of those who 
might be uncomfortable or feel alienated 
reading about a queer arts-and culture fes- 
tival are more important than those who 
might benefit by finding about the festival. 
By either supporting homophobia or 
assuming homophobia he is choosing to 
enable the discrimination, and thereby 
becomes a discriminator himself. He has 
every right to post what he wants, it is his 
listserv, but one that he distributes in the 
name of community action in Edmonton. 
By leaving out members of the community 
he is failing his subscribers by not repre- 


senting the community in its totality ; 
best of his ability, 

~ Thad been a subscriber to his lis: 
for years and had supported it t\,;, 
placing posts before, which non-p;j 
worked with paid for with wha; \) 
money they had for marketing 
informing me that he cannot pos: | 
mation on Exposure in the name o¢ 
subscribers he is in a sense painting 
possibility that any of his subsc;\; 
supported discrimination, support jy; 
homosexual content railroaded. 5, 
thing that subscribers like the non-. 
| worked with might be upset to {iq 
since discrimination goes against «. 
thing they work towards. 

The loss of gay rights in Americ; 
tempered my excitement over Ol); 
victory. The realization that som 
whom | saw as a local ally is aciya 
roadblock has reminded me to take 
ing for granted. Together the two eg 
ences have encouraged me to be cy 
The future is bright and has promise b 
will not fulfill itself we must wor! 
and together. w 
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IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS HOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one or two open minded health 
conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 


ucts. No inventory to carry. 
For information call Ken at 780-454-6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed ... 
Must include professional attitude and 
desire to succeed 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780-907-0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 


We train you te teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE Eis de Jobs guar- 


anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


HOUSING 


SWM willing to share furnished appt. with 20-30 yr 


old slim female. Must be open minded. Must have 
references. No dd. Reasonable rent 
Call James: 780-299-9547 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. h 
8126 Gateway Bird. & 


1s 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST T0 ARTIST 


Cest needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_cde@hotmail.com 


ADFA Edmonton Region invites entries for Stage 
Struck! are Play esti ua bee 2009, 
Walterdale Playhouse. Previously pro or new 
works, 10-60 minutes. Deadline Nov 30. 
xzDetails/registration, Mary-Ellen Perley, 
780-481-3716 or mperlay@shaw.ca. 


The Alberta Student Film Festival 2009 has opened its 


call for submissions. To enter your film or for info visit 
asfilmfest.ca or email asfilmfest@gmail.com 


The Works Festival-Calls to Enter © Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2008 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit ine: 
Aug. 25, 2008 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! Deadline: June 1, 
2009 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: Wey 1, 2009 © Download applications at 
www. theworks.ab.ca 


Festival organizations in Norther Alberta (north of 
Highway 16 corridor) are encouraged to apply for the 
TransAlta Festival City Mentorship/Partnership Grant. 

Info and application forms available from the 
Edmonton Arts Council website 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca or call Sally Kim at the 
Edmonton Arts Council 780-424-2787, ext 226 


Steaps—Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
Sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


2 singer/songwriters have started a Pop/Jazz group. 
Practice weekly, Looking for musicians. (18-24yrs) who 
are creative and can improvise. Need pianist, gui- 
tarist, bassist, drummer, celloist, and brass section. 
Contact: kareneleven@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Singer and bass player for heavy onginal 
project. Infl: Tool, Filter, Mudvane. Contact Aaron 780- 
474-7076 aa77ron@hotmail.com 


56 year old drummer looking to find musicians to jam 
with. Old rock and blues. Northside preferable. 
780-461-8437 


5-piece hard rock cover band requires dummer—dedi- 
cation and ambition a must. A professional part time 
band, booking in Western Canada. Please call Rod 
780-232-6373, leave message 
Mature drummer and singer/guitar player seeking 
commited bass player for modern rock power trio. 
780-288-3445 
Local band Southroot is looking fora bass player We 
play orginal hard rock. Call 780-987-0098 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darcy 780-203-1712 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events. 
Visit weew.st-rock.com for booking 
Part of www.therockgeneration.com 
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Wanted drummer and bass player/singer for “Metal” 
band. Infl. Black Label Society. Must be hard, heavy 
and fast. Call Critter 780-434-8349 leave message 


Drummer needed: Serious inquiries only. Experience 
and creativity an asset. Quality gear required. Must 
be willing to commit. Call Sean 780-990-0888 
amazaria@gmail.com 


Experienced country lead guitarist would like to jam 


with mature country singer who likes traditional 
country music. 780-421-1250 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Bring laughter, smiles and a delights to child and 
rother or Big Sister 


back into your life! Be a Big 
Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don’t have to 
change your life to change theirs! 


Red Cross's Humaniterian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 
youth team (12-24 yrs old), Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 


unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redeross.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
(not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies, Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 407- 
3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 
depressed), or 407-3775 (female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


VOLUNTEER 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 


"! Low Cost Counselling Available 2 


The Education Clinicatthe iq 
ui University of Alberta is now accept- m 
® jng referrals for personal, couples 
and family counselling and psycho- ™ 

educational assessment for the jy 
2008-2009 university year. There jg 
is a one-time $50 administration 
™ fee. Counselling is provided at ™ 
™ NO CHARGE. For more information = 


. call 780-492-3746 
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Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning, 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 

or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


We're looking for great talent like you! 


Musical Instrument Sales 
Experts & Instructors 


We are looking for Musical Instrument Experts & Instructors in our HEW South Common Future Shop location. 


Bring your passion for Musical Instrument fo Future Shop as o Musical instrument Expert & Instructor ond help us 
deliver the future today by partnering the coolest technology with people whe know what they're talking cboo! 
Gur goal: To create customers for life and the ultimate work environment for our people. 


‘At Future Shop our Musical Instrument Experts and Instructors work in o high energy, customer-focused, hightec 
enyironment where no day is exactly the same and the opportunities are yours for the making. 


Do you have a friendly personality and a desire to shore your knowledge of Music with custamers in terms they 
can understand? Do you enjoy staying up 10 date with the latest product developments and have.o genuine 
passion for Music? Please opply by clicking on the link below ond complete the online interview. Select the 
hocation of your civics. - 


for details cick on www futerethop.co/caroers_reteil or cofl Scatt @ 780.700.7270 - emoll gm1748@tytureshap. coc 


dick here » www.futureshop.ca/careers_retail 


= 


vered that my husband of 
years has secretly been participating 
2M activities. He has paid for servic- 
of a dominatrix and also has been 
ing some dominant females on the 
at for whipping sessions. | am cop- 
jth the feelings of betrayal and have 
getting help with counselling. | have 
reading up on the subject. The 
or Gloria Brame, who is into.BDSM 
elf, gives insight into the various 
e of S&M activities. | have been 
to being a Mistress to my husband. 
you think there is hope for the rela- 


qa ir medical appointments to give sup- 

" nieeae ots ala 10:30am- 

Dom. m not required. Leslie 780-432- 
1137, ext 357 


men to present: 
, Bam>noon, or 14pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
* ation, Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 387 


Abuse Vietim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
ane support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 

er and excellent communication skills wanted. 

nteers receive intensive training and support. 

jiment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 


thly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 


fe  Gem-Spm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Unteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
jon of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
pity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
é Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
geking people with a critical ear who will be at 
lests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 

een people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring a reeorder and send us the footage. 
siseupradio@ejsrcom; Sam Power, 780-492-2577 
6x 4 for recording equipment and more details 


eak the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
) Jordan Centre for Ply Literacy 780-421-7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
enior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
eckday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


‘ees Needed to work with new immigrants ina 
iely of tasks and with some great fun events and 
ulings! Many exeiting shifts available! Call Judy 
780-424-3545, ext 249 


leers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
shopping ih for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays, Call Judy 780-424-3545. ext 249 


lunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
alish, 3-4hrs/wk, No exp. req., various locations. 
Judy 780-424-3545, ext 249 


Ihe Support Network: Volunteer tobe a 
Hess Line Listener. Apply on line Se 


rE 
JE 
S 
's 


dline Tues at Noon 


cing it 


tionship if one party is not really into it? | 
realize this- BDSM stuff develops in the 
psyche a long time ago. 

LOVE, WHIPLASHED 


DEAR WHIP: 
Oh, it can be acquired, The real question 
here is can it be faked? 

On the face of it the answer is a 
resounding yes, since although “real 
lifestyle” dominants boast their credentials 
and certainly garner a lot more respect 
within the community, any kitten with a 
whip can hang out a shingle and get cus- 
tomers. Not all customers care what their 
service provider is really feeling or what 
she does on her night off as long as the job 
gets done: Of course, you are not a gun for 
hire, you are the wife. I'm going to guess 
that will feel a little different to him. 
Nobody wants a pity fuck (OK, that’s not 


portnetwork.com or call 780-732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer Kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 780-429-2020. 


Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily activities for 
seniors, Call 780-434-4747 Ext. 4 


Canadian Mental Health Association—Edmonton 
Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.emha- 
imonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 
ECAW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
Www.Wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780-988-2713 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 780-732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 780-944-4687 Visit: www.adhe.ca 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 780-444-1547 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. 780-434-4747 ext 4 for info 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusiasts, 
get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer work, 
Get invitations to events and movies. For info contact 
Priscilla Wagar at 780-422-6223 or pwagar@art- 
galleryalberta.com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 780- 
434-4747 ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind eae reste 
Email edmonton@voiceprinteanada.com, 
or call 780-451-8331 


one 426-1996 from Sam-Spm Mon-Fri e Email rob@vueweekly. 


Jegibly on fines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space of mark counts as 


true, but in general nobody over about age 
18 wants a pity fuck) and I'd imagine a pity 
caning is, if anything, worse. Topping is a 
lot of work! There's the research, the atti- 
tude, the physical exertion, the coming up 
with good routines, the skills-building, the 
outfits. Have you talked to him about all 
this? Is it even what he wants? If so, is it 
even what you want? 

Wanting to save your marriage is 
admirable, but I'd be careful about going 
to heroic measures without first deter- 
mining that it can be saved and that 
enthusiastic applications of corporal pun- 
ishment are likely to work.You need to 
determine if you can forgive him, whether 
he wants to be forgiven, and whether or 
not he even responds to you in the domi- 
nant role (often it's easier to grovel at the 
feet of a stranger than at those of the 
person with whom one shares a bath- 
foom, a dentist and a chequing account). 
More important to me than whether he 
thinks you're hot with a flogger in hand, 
though, is whether you even want to do 
this. Yes, a taste for S/M can be 
acquired, and failing that, can be faked, 


but I'm just not ure the latter is going to 
be good for either of you in the long run. 
You are being an excellent sport about 
this, and I'm glad you're getting coun- 
selling. I'm a little concerned, though. We 
Must not gloss over the fact that he not 
only suddenly (to you) unveiled a a whole 
huge new and likely dismaying (at first) 
side to his character, about which you had 
no inkling, he has also cheated on you. | am 
capable of compartmentalizing visits to a 
pro but “some dominant females on the 
Internet?” Has he owned up to the cheat- 
ing, and apologized? Have you forgiven 
him? Will he be doing it again? These 
seem rather more important questions, or 
at least questions which must be asked 
and answered before you consider moving 
on to whether you will be his Mistress, his 
Domme or his Goddess, and whether you 
will do pain, humiliation, sensory play or 
domination. | ask again, do you even want 
to do this? And since you're being so game 
and open-minded about all of it, have you 
considered offshoring the tedious parts at 
all? Yours would not be the first marriage 
which made space for the husband (so very 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 

resentation T; 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 
sace.ab.ca; Www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


info 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be at risk for suicide. Follow the links to 
ASIST 


or call 414-6300 


Have you been affected by another person's 
behaviour? ane a 12-Step fellow- 
ship for family members and friends of sex addicts, 
Ph 780-988-4411 for meeting locations and info, or 
visit Www.sanon.org 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Temptations Massage 
The girl next door studio 
13 ladies to choose from 
15122 Stony Plain Road 
(780) 483-6955 lic # 68956959 
- www.thenexttemptation.com 


LEGENDS FLAT RATE $350/hr Outcall 
www. flatratefun.com 
(780)932-4739 
Top Girls! Pay what we quote! 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www.freewebs.com/asiantouch (780) 695-3623 


Christie's Outcall Massage. 
Hot German blonde. 
780-964-7361 


ADULT HELP WANTED 


Experienced working manager needed for an 
upscale massage studio on Vancouver Island. 
250-714-5739 
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rarely the wife!) consulting with a special- 
ist within certain pre-set parameters, It’s an 
idea, that’s all I'm saying. If you think it’s a 
Teally horrible idea, that’s OK with me too. 


If you really want to do it yourself, and @ 


he really wants you to, and you are able 
to find some enjoyment in it for yourself, 
and he makes and keeps agreements 
about any extramarital activities which 
you can live with and agree to, then | 
think yeah, there's a chance here. That's a 
lot of ifs, though, and | am uncomfortable 
with the idea of his being paid back for 
betraying you with you going way way 
way out of your way to make sure his 
every urge Is gratified. You're the top 
now—do you feel like gratifying him? It 
would be nice if you could make physical- 
ly punishing him feel like payback to you 
but I'm afraid that is the stuff of S/M fan- 
tasy. In real life, the worst case scenario 
might go more like, you punish him, he 
likes it, and you're stuck serving him by 
beating him. People talk a lot about top- 
ping from the bottom; don’t get stuck bot- 
toming from the top 
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FREE 


girls! Calgary 403-313-3311 
Nighiline. Other cities 1-877-834-4044 
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Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 


$5.00/10min 


1-900-561-5555 sasisomin 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 
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LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 minjS24*) 


Try Crutsalne Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE + wrww.cruteeline.ca 
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University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
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8 p.m. Sat.Nov.15 Citadel Maclab Theatre 


ae p. m. Sun - Nov. 16 Tickets $48-$63 available at the Citadel Box Office 780.425.1820 or visit www.citadeltheatre.con 
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